2 Corinthians 13:5
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- is the accusative direct object from the second person masculine plural reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, which means “yourselves.”  Then we have the second person plural present active imperative from the verb PEIRAZW, which means “to put someone to the test.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which looks at the entirety of what Paul wants the Corinthians to do in examining themselves but looks at the action without regard to its beginning, progress, or end.


The active voice indicates that the Corinthians are expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the “interrogative particle EI, used here in an indirect question, meaning whether.”
  This is followed by the second person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “you are.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.  This can also be a retroactive progressive present for what began in the past and continues in the present.


The active voice indicates that the Corinthians produce the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in simple questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular article and noun PISTIS, used in its passive sense, meaning “what is believed” or “Bible doctrine.”

“Put yourselves to the test whether or not you are in the doctrine.”

 - is the accusative direct object from the second person masculine plural reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, which means “yourselves.”  This is followed by the second person plural present active imperative from the verb DOKIMAZW, which means “to put someone to the test, to examine, to test.”  Here it means to examine oneself.


The present tense is an aoristic present, which looks at the entirety of what Paul wants the Corinthians to do in examining themselves but looks at the action without regard to its beginning, progress, or end.


The active voice indicates that the Corinthians are expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

“Examine yourselves.”

 - is the coordinating conjunction Ē, meaning “Or” with the negative OUK, meaning “not” and the second person plural present active indicative from the verb EPIGINWSKW, which means “to know, understand, recognize.”


The present tense is a perfect present, which emphasizes the present reality of something which came into being in the past.  Paul taught them this doctrine in the past and the Corinthians still don’t fully understand the importance and implications of it.


The active voice indicates that Corinthians do not produce the action of understanding the importance of being in union with Christ.


The indicative mood is another interrogative indicative as previously used.

This is followed by the adverbial accusative of reference or respect from the second person masculine plural reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, which means “with reference to yourselves” or “with respect to yourselves.”  The word in the accusative answers the question, “What does the action of the verb relate to?”  Therefore, we could also translate this “in relation to yourselves.”

“Or have you not understood with respect to yourselves”

 - is the epexegetical use of the conjunction HOTI, used after verbs of cognition to denote the content of that mental activity.  It is translated “that.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper nouns IĒSOUS and CHRISTOS, meaning “Jesus Christ.”  There is no verb here, which makes this very powerful and very dramatic.  Ellipsis implies the verb EIMI “[is].”  Next we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “in you.”  This is a technical theological phrase for the concept of being indwelt by the person of Jesus Christ.

“that Jesus Christ [is] in you?”

 - is the conditional particle EI, meaning “if” combined with the interrogative negative particle METI (which is the combination of the negative MĒ and the interrogative particle TIS, “who, what.”)  Together these words mean “unless indeed, unless perhaps.”
  Then we have the predicate nominative masculine plural from the adjective ADOKIMOS, which means “not standing the test, unapproved (by the test), then unqualified, worthless, base; disqualified 1 Cor 9:27; unproved; unfit (Tit 1:16.)”
  Finally, we have the second person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “you are.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that the Corinthian believers are producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative to express a first class condition of fact.  The Corinthians were in fact disqualified from passing the test.

“Unless indeed you are unable to pass the test.”
2 Cor 13:5 corrected translation
“Put yourselves to the test whether or not you are in the doctrine.  Examine yourselves.  Or have you not understood with respect to yourselves that Jesus Christ [is] in you?  Unless indeed you are unable to pass the test.”
Explanation:
1.  “Put yourselves to the test whether or not you are in the doctrine.  Examine yourselves.”

a.  The Corinthians have asked Paul for proof that he is an apostle and that Jesus Christ was speaking by means of his teachings.


b.  Now Paul turns the tables on them and asks them to put themselves to the test and examine themselves to see if they have learned any doctrine.


c.  This command is a legitimate request by Paul.  All believers have the authority and ability to examine themselves in the light of the word of God to see if they do know any doctrine or not.


d.  We can also test ourselves to see if we are living the spiritual life provided for us by God the Holy Spirit.


e.  Every believer regardless of station in life or degree of spiritual growth should examine and test themselves on a periodic basis regarding:



(1)  Whether or not they are in fellowship with God.



(2)  Whether or not they are positive to the teaching of the word of God.



(3)  Whether or not they are growing in grace and the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.



(4)  Whether or not they are applying doctrine and living the spiritual life of the Church Age.


f.  Paul would not and could not test them.  They had to test themselves.  Other people cannot test whether or not we are in fellowship with God, know any Bible doctrine, or are living the spiritual life, because all of these things are invisible matters in the soul of the believer.  Only the believer himself can test himself and get a truly honest answer.


g.  God also tests us in these areas.  But here in grace God the Holy Spirit inspires Paul to give the Corinthians another chance to correct the problem on their own before God has to step in and correct their problems with divine discipline.


h.  Being in the doctrine means learning doctrine, thinking doctrine, and solving the problems of life with doctrine.  This is a synonym for positive volition to the teaching of the word of God.


i.  Paul already knew the answer to this statement—the Corinthians in perpetual carnality who were questioning his authority and doctrine were definitely negative to the word of God.

2.  “Or have you not understood with respect to yourselves that Jesus Christ [is] in you?”

a.  This is the test that Paul wants the negative Corinthians to take.  Do they completely and fully understand that they are indwelt by the Lord Jesus Christ?  The answer is an emphatic “No.”


b.  Not only are we in union with Christ, but the Lord Jesus Christ also indwells us along with God the Father and God the Holy Spirit.


c.  Jesus Christ indwells us as a guarantee of our eternal blessings, eternal life, and eternal relationship with Him.


d.  Paul had taught the Corinthians this on more than one occasion.  However the negative believers in perpetual carnality who rejected his authority and his teaching never even listened or ever got the point.


e.  If the carnal Corinthians had understood that Jesus Christ was in them, then they would have also understood that Jesus Christ was in Paul.  They were seeking proof that Christ spoke in Paul.  Paul is telling them again that Jesus Christ is in them.  And if He is in them, then he is also in Paul.  And if He is in Paul, then He is speaking in Paul.

3.  “Unless indeed you are unable to pass the test.”

a.  They were clearly unable to pass the test.  They did not understand the doctrinal significance of the indwelling of Jesus Christ in every Church Age believer.


b.  Therefore they demanded proof from Paul that Jesus Christ was using him as His mouthpiece.


c.  The mystery doctrines of the Church Age were the ultimate proof that Jesus Christ was using the apostle Paul as His mouthpiece, as well as the other apostles.


d.  The Corinthians were unable to pass the test because of their negative volition to doctrine and rejection of divine delegated authority.  As soon as Paul asked this question, they knew immediately that they had failed the test.
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