2 Corinthians 13:3
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 - is the causal use of the conjunction EPEI, meaning “because, since, for.”
  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun DOKIMĒ, meaning “proof” when used with the following verb, the second person plural present active indicative from the verb ZĒTEW, which means “to seek, desire.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that the believers in Corinth in perpetual carnality are producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for simple statement of fact.

Then we have the descriptive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun CHRISTOS, meaning “of Christ.”  With this we have the genitive masculine singular present active participle from the verb LALEW, which means “to speak.”


The present tense is a retroactive progressive present, which describes an action that has begun in the past and continues in the present.


The active voice indicates that Christ produces the action of speaking through the apostle Paul.


The participle is circumstantial and translated “who speaks.”

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “in me.”

“since you are seeking proof of Christ who speaks in me,”

 - is the nominative subject from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “who” and referring back to the masculine singular noun CHRISTOS.  This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the adverbial accusative of reference from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “with reference to you” or “toward you.”  Then we have the negative OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb ASTHENEW, which means “to be weak, powerless.”


The present tense is a gnomic present for a condition that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produces the action of never being weak or powerless.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

“who is not weak with reference to you”

 - is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb DUNATEW, which means “to be powerful, able, strong.”


The present tense is a gnomic present for a condition that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produces the action of being strong or powerful in the life of the Christian.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “in you.”

“but keeps on being powerful in you.”
2 Cor 13:3 corrected translation
“since you are seeking proof of Christ who speaks in me, who is not weak with reference to you, but keeps on being powerful in you.”
Explanation:
1.  “since you are seeking proof of Christ who speaks in me,”

a.  The entire sentence reads, “I have repeatedly said previously and I am saying in advance, when present the second time and while absent now, to those who previously sinned and to all the rest, that if I come again, I will definitely not spare [anyone], since you are seeking proof of Christ who speaks in me, who is not weak with reference to you, but keeps on being powerful in you.”


b.  Paul now gives the reason why he will not spare anyone in negative volition anymore—because those in negative volition keep on challenging Paul on the proof that he is speaking on behalf of Christ.


c.  The carnal Corinthians rejected Paul’s authority.  Their justification for doing so was based on the erroneous assumption that Paul was not the representative of Christ.


d.  They said that Paul was not an apostle because he had no proof that he spoke for Christ as His apostle.


e.  The carnal Corinthians were no different than the unbelieving Jews who kept on demanding a sign from the Lord that He was the Messiah.


f.  Since they wanted proof that he was an apostle of Christ, Paul is going to give them proof that he is an apostle of Christ.  He will come back to Corinth in love for those positive to doctrine and with a sword for those in negative volition.  He will cut them to pieces with the authority and power of Christ and spare no one who stubbornly persists in their perpetual carnality.


g.  Paul clearly states here that Christ was speaking in and through him.  This was accomplished through the ministry of God the Holy Spirit.

2.  “who is not weak with reference to you”

a.  The subject of this clause is our Lord Jesus Christ.


b.  Jesus Christ is never weak with reference to any believer.


c.  Our Lord exercises His power in two ways:



(1)  To those who are positive to divine authority and the word of God, He is powerful in blessing.



(2)  To those who are negative to divine authority and the word of God, He is powerful in discipline.


d.  In both cases our Lord is never weak.  Our Lord doesn’t do anything halfway.  He is always powerful.


e.  God doesn’t give us a part of His power; He gives us all of His power in the filling of the Holy Spirit.  We are not half full; we are completely full.


f.  In blessing we are filled up with all the fullness of Christ.  We are never blessed partially, but totally by the Lord.

3.  “but keeps on being powerful in you.”

a.  The Lord Jesus Christ keeps on being powerful in us through the filling of the Holy Spirit and Bible doctrine in our souls.


b.  These two power options combine to produce genuine love for God, which is the greatest power we will ever have.


c.  This power gives us the ability to endure any suffering.


d.  This power gives us the ability to enjoy every blessing.


e.  The power of God in us is in our souls, in our thinking, in our decision making, and in our actions.



(1)  Mt 22:29, “But Jesus answered and said to them, "You are mistaken, not understanding the Scriptures nor the power of God.”



(2)  Lk 4:14, “And Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about Him spread through all the surrounding district.”



(3)  Lk 24:49, “And behold, I am sending forth the promise of My Father upon you; but you are to stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.”



(4)  Acts 1:8, “but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.”



(5)  Rom 15:13, “Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you will abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”



(6)  Rom 15:19, “in the power of signs and wonders, in the power of the Spirit; so that from Jerusalem and round about as far as Illyricum I have fully preached the gospel of Christ.”



(7)  1 Cor 1:24, “but to those who are the elect, both Jews and Greeks, Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God.”



(8)  1 Cor 2:4-5, “And so my doctrine and my preaching were not by means of persuasive words of wisdom, but by means of the demonstration of the Spirit and [God's] power,

in order that your faith [what you believe] may not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God and my message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power,”



(9)  2 Cor 6:7, “but in all things demonstrating ourselves as God’s servants…with the message of truth, with the power of God; by means of the offensive and defensive weapons of righteousness,”



(10)  Eph 1:19, “and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might”



(11)  Eph 3:7, “of which I was made a minister, according to the gift of God's grace which was given to me according to the working of His power.”



(12)  Eph 3:16, “that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man,”



(13)  Eph 3:20, “Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us,”



(14)  Col 1:11, “"because we have been endowed with all power according to the standard of the omnipotence from His glory [divine essence] resulting in all endurance and patience associated with happiness,”



(15)  Col 1:29, “For which purpose also I toil, exerting myself according to His enabling power, which [enabling power] becomes effective in me by means of [divine] power”



(16)  2 Tim 1:7, “For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and self-discipline.”



(17)  2 Tim 3:5, “holding to a form of the spiritual life, although they have denied its power; avoid such men as these.



(18)  2 Pet 1:3, “because His [the Lord Jesus Christ’s] divine power has bestowed on us all things with reference to life, even the spiritual life through the full knowledge of Him [God the Father] who called us to His own glory and virtue.”

�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.
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