2 Corinthians 13:11




 - is the accusative neuter singular from the adjective LOIPOS, used as a temporal adverb, meaning “From now on, henceforth, in the future, Finally, as for the rest.”  This is followed by the vocative from the masculine plural noun ADELPHOS, meaning “brethren” and referring to all the believers in the Corinthian church.  This is followed by the second person plural present active imperative from the verb CHAIRW, which means “to be happy, to rejoice, to be glad.”


The present tense is a tendential present for an action that is proposed but not yet taking place.  This is also a customary present for that which is reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that the believers in Corinth are expected to produce this action.


The imperative mood is a command.

“Finally, brethren, be happy,”

- is the second person plural present passive imperative from the verb KATARTIZW, which means “to be restored” (this meaning would apply to those in perpetual carnality) “be made complete” (this meaning would apply to those in spiritual maturity) “be prepared” (this meaning would apply to all believers).


The present tense is a tendential present for an action that is proposed but not actually taking place.  This is also a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur.


The passive voice indicates that the Corinthian believers receive the action of being made complete.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the second person plural present passive imperative from the verb PARAKALEW, which means “to be encouraged, to be comforted.”


The present tense is a tendential present for an action that is proposed but not actually taking place.  This is also a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur.


The passive voice indicates that the Corinthian believers receive the action of being encouraged.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and attributive use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “the same thing” followed by the second person plural present active imperative from the verb PHRONEW, which means “to think the same thing, i.e. be in agreement, live in harmony; Phil 2:2a; 4:2; Rom 15:5; 12:16a.”

Phil 2:2, “bring to completion my happiness, that you might be thinking the same thing, having that same love [occupation with Christ], united in the soul, concentrating on the same objective.”

Phil 4:2, “I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be having the same viewpoint by means of the Lord.”

Rom 15:5-6, “Now may the God of perseverance and encouragement give to you to be thinking the same category of things [Bible doctrine] in the presence of one another according to Christ Jesus, in order that with one motivation [doctrine of the soul] by one message [doctrinal teaching] you may glorify the God even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Rom 12:16, “Be thinking the same toward each other; do not be thinking in terms of arrogance, but associate with humble people.  Stop being wise in your own estimation.”


The present tense is a tendential present for an action that is proposed but not actually taking place.  This is also a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that the Corinthian believers are expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the second person plural present passive imperative from the verb EIRĒNEUW, which means “live in peace, be at peace; keep the peace.”


The present tense is a tendential present for an action that is proposed but not actually taking place.  This is also a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that the Corinthian believers are expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command to all the factions of the church to stop fighting with one another.

“be made complete, be encouraged, be in agreement, keep the peace,”

 - is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI “to introduce a result, which comes from what precedes, meaning: and then, and so as in 2 Cor 11:9; especially after the imperative or expressions of an imperatival nature.”
  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “the God” and referring to our Lord Jesus Christ.  This is followed by two of His formal titles in the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun AGAPĒ, which means “of unconditional love” and refers to the unconditional impersonal love of God for all mankind, and the feminine singular noun EIRĒNĒ, which means “peace, prosperity, harmony, reconciliation, order.”  Notice that the Granville-Sharp rule applies here with two nouns connected by the conjunction KAI and governed by one article.  This indicates that these two concepts (love and peace/harmony) are two parts of the single idea.  Then we have the third person singular future deponent middle indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “will be.”


The future tense is a gnomic future, which states what will always happen, if the proper conditions are present, or what will always be true under given circumstances.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning—our Lord Jesus Christ will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Finally, we have the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “with you.”

“and then the God of unconditional love and peace will be with you.”
2 Cor 13:11 corrected translation
“Finally, brethren, be happy, be made complete, be encouraged, be in agreement, keep the peace, and then the God of unconditional love and peace will be with you.”

Explanation:
1.  “Finally, brethren,”

a.  Paul comes to the conclusion of his letter and has a final thought for the Corinthians.


b.  This verse is addressed to the positive believers who are advancing to spiritual maturity and pleroma status.


c.  None of the commands that follow can be executed by those believers in Corinth who are still antagonistic to the teaching of Paul and in perpetual carnality.

2.  “be happy, be made complete, be encouraged, be in agreement, keep the peace,”

a.  Paul gives the positive believers a series of five commands.  All of these commands are achievable by believers who are learning doctrine and executing the spiritual life of the Church Age.


b.  The first command is a command to be happy.



(1)  This is the status of sharing the happiness of God.



(2)  Happiness is a system of thinking based on metabolized doctrine circulating in the stream of conscious thought.



(3)  Happiness is never based on circumstances of life.



(4)  We make ourselves happy by what we think.



(5)  Happiness comes from the values in our soul that produce virtue.



(6)  Happiness comes from obedience to the will of God.



(7)  Therefore obeying the will of God produces virtue and the happiness of God that goes with it.



(8)  Hence, this command is obeyed by learning, thinking, and applying the doctrines of the word of God.


c.  The second command is a command to attain spiritual maturity and then go beyond this into the pleroma status of being filled with all the fullness of God.



(1)  The passive voice indicates that we are made complete by the action of someone else.  That someone else is God the Holy Spirit.



(2)  God the Holy Spirit makes us complete through His filling ministry of controlling the soul of the believer.



(3)  God the Holy Spirit makes us complete through His teaching ministry of causing us to understand the will and word of God.



(4)  God the Holy Spirit makes us complete through His mentorship of directing us in the paths of righteousness.



(5)  Once we continue to learn doctrine and execute the will of God, God can then provide for us our escrow blessings for time, which include sharing His very own happiness and being occupied with Christ.


d.  The third command is a command to receive encouragement and comfort.



(1)  We are encouraged by the doctrine in our souls that we learn, understand, remember, and think about.



(2)  We are comforted by the doctrine in our souls that we can apply in time of suffering and testing.



(3)  We are encouraged and comforted by God, and He does so through the Bible doctrine we have learned.  There is no other means of comfort or encouragement in life.



(4)  Believers who are negative to doctrine have no encouragement or comfort and perpetual discipline.


e.  The fourth command is a command to think the same thing or to be in agreement with each other.



(1)  This looks back to the original problem in the Corinthian church of rejection of the authority of the apostle Paul and the other communicators of doctrine.



(2)  Rejection of the communicator of doctrine led to believers thinking differently about the various communicators of doctrine.  The doctrine was the same, but the communicators were different.



(3)  So believers used the differences among the communicators as their excuse for rejecting the authority of doctrine.



(4)  The result was disharmony and disagreement among various groups in the local church.



(5)  Therefore, Paul gives the positive believers a command they themselves can execute through their own freewill.  They can agree with each other on the importance of the word of God regardless of who the communicator might be.



(6)  Thus we have a command to stop all the in-fighting within the local church.


f.  The fifth command is a command for the mature believers to maintain harmony and keep the peace in the local church.



(1)  The mature believers are responsible for putting an end to the fighting, arguing, and quarreling among the believers in Corinth.



(2)  The mature believers are responsible for reconciling believers to one another.



(3)  The mature believers are to live in peace with each other and so set the example for the rest of the congregation.

3.  “and then the God of unconditional love and peace [prosperity, harmony, reconciliation] will be with you.”

a.  The result of executing these commands is that Jesus Christ will continue to be with them.


b.  Jesus Christ is the God of unconditional love for all as demonstrated by what He did on the cross.


c.  Jesus Christ is the God of peace, having reconciled man to God.  Jesus Christ brings peace between God and man.


d.  Jesus Christ is always with believers positionally because He indwells us permanently.


e.  The concept of “God being with us” is a figure of speech for blessing.  If the positive believers in Corinth keep advancing spiritually, then Jesus Christ will continue to bless them and their church.


f.  This is a promise from God to the positive believers.  Just as Jesus Christ demonstrated His unconditional love on the cross and reconciled man to God, so the mature believers in Corinth are expected to have unconditional love for all and reconcile believers to each other.


g.  This promise is a guarantee of blessing and protection from the Lord Jesus Christ personally to those who execute these commands.
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