2 Corinthians 13:10




 - is the preposition DIA plus the accusative of cause from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “Because of this” or “For this reason.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “these things.”  This is followed by the nominative first person masculine singular present active participle from the verb APEIMI, which means “to be absent.”


The nominative masculine first person singular refers to Paul.


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that Paul is producing the action.


The participle is temporal, indicating a time simultaneous with the time of the action of the main verb.

Then we have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb GRAPHW, which means “to write.”


The present tense is descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that Paul is producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“For this reason I am writing these things while absent,”

 - is the conjunction HINA, which introduces a purpose clause, meaning “in order that” plus the nominative first person masculine singular present active participle from the verb PAREIMI, which means “to be present.”


The present tense is customary present to describe what is reasonably expected to take place.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action.


The participle is temporal, being simultaneous with the action of the main verb.

Then we have the negative MĒ, meaning “not” plus the adverb of manner APOTOMWS, which means “severely, rigorously (Tit 1:13); that I may not have to deal sharply.”
  It means to deal harshly with someone.  With this we have the first person singular aorist deponent middle subjunctive from the verb CHRAOMAI, which means “to make use of, to employ; to act, to proceed; to treat a person in a certain way.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which regards Paul’s actions toward the Corinthians in their entirety.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning—Paul producing the action.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive, indicating what might possibly happen, and is used with HINA to form the negative purpose clause.

“that while present I might not have to act severely”

- is the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of reference or respect from the feminine singular article and noun EXOUSIA, which means “in accordance with the authority.”  Then we have the appositional accusative feminine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which,” and referring back to the accusative feminine singular noun EXOUSIA.  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS, which means “the Lord.”  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which lays emphasis on the results of a completed action.  The completed action is the giving of the spiritual gift of apostleship to Paul.  The results are that Paul now has authority over all the churches as an apostle.


The active voice indicates that the Lord Jesus Christ produced the action of giving this authority to Paul.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of indirect object and dative of advantage from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, which means “to me for my benefit.”  Apostolic authority was not given to Paul by God to benefit Paul personally, but to help him in being able to teach the royal family of God as we see in the next prepositional phrase EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the feminine singular noun OIKODOMĒ, which means “for the purpose of building up” or “edification.”

“in accordance with the authority which the Lord has given to me for the purpose of building up”

 - is the simple connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” with the absolute negative OUK, meaning “not.”  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the feminine singular noun KATHAIRESIS, which means “for the purpose of tearing down, destruction.”

“and not for the purpose of tearing down.”
2 Cor 13:10 corrected translation
“For this reason I am writing these things while absent, that while present I might not have to act severely in accordance with the authority which the Lord has given to me for the purpose of building up and not for the purpose of tearing down.”

Explanation:
1.  “For this reason I am writing these things while absent,”

a.  Because Paul wants to complete the basic training and preparation of the Corinthians for spiritual combat he has written these letters to the Corinthians.


b.  Paul taught the Corinthians in person for almost two years.  He has continued their teaching while absent from them by writing to them.


c.  Both forms of teaching are legitimate means of teaching in the Church Age.  Pastors are doing the same thing today with written and tape ministries to their congregation.  Those who can be present at their church receive face-to-face teaching and those who cannot be present receive written and/or tape communication of doctrine.


d.  One of the major purposes for the pastor’s ministry is to teach basic doctrine and get the congregation prepared for action in the spiritual life.

2.  “that while present I might not have to act severely”

a.  Paul had another reason for writing to the Corinthians.  He did not want to have to use his God-given apostolic authority in a severe or harsh manner while present with them.


b.  He would only have to do this to those who are negative to divine authority.


c.  There are times when the pastor has to use his authority to be severe with those who are negative.  Those who are positive have nothing to fear or worry about, only those who are negative.


d.  God tolerates negative volition, but only for so long.  There is always grace before judgment.


e.  Disciplinary action is sometimes severe and harsh in the eyes of others.  In God’s eyes it is absolutely necessary.  It should be used with caution and never to excess, but negative volition and disrespect for the word of God must not be allowed to continue for long.


f.  Paul did not want to have to use his authority in discipline, but he was ready to do so when necessary.


g.  Therefore, Paul bluntly told the Corinthians the truth while absent, so that they would not have to be criticized severely and harshly when he was present.  Paul did not want to embarrass anyone in Corinth or publicly put them in their place.  But he would do so, if necessary.

3.  “in accordance with the authority which the Lord has given to me for the purpose of building up”

a.  Not only in writing while absent, but also by public teaching when present, Paul would say what had to be said in accordance with his God-given authority.


b.  Paul was an apostle.  This meant he had the God-given authority that went with being an apostle.  The Lord Jesus Christ gave him this authority when He made him an apostle.


c.  The purpose of apostolic authority was to present the message of the Lord Jesus Christ.


d.  This message or the mind of Christ is designed for the building up or edification of the body of Christ.


e.  Doctrine is designed to produce spiritual growth in the individual members of the congregation until the entire body is joined together into one unit.


f.  The teaching of doctrine is designed to build up the spiritual understanding and spiritual growth of the believer.


g.  No believer can be prepared for the spiritual life apart from the authority of the pastor teaching doctrine.


h.  Spiritual growth is a gradual process that takes planning, the right materials, and a workman who can rightly divide the word of truth.


i.  The pastor must be prepared to teach and the congregation must be prepared to learn.  The preparation for teaching takes years of study by the pastor.  The preparation for learning takes the filling of the Spirit and acceptance of the authority of the pastor.

4.  “and not for the purpose of tearing down.”

a.  The authority of God delegated to the communicator of doctrine is not designed to destroy the believer.


b.  The message of doctrine is a message of love, care, and concern for all believers.


c.  Occasionally the message includes a warning of divine discipline, but this is still a message of God’s love for the believer in negative volition.


d.  Paul was not trying to destroy the Corinthians because of their negative volition and rejection of divine authority.  He was trying to turn them around, change their mind, and build them up.


e.  Nothing in these epistles was said to destroy their spiritual life, but only to encourage them to get on the right track and keep moving ahead in the spiritual life.

�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.
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