2 Corinthians 12:19




- is the “adverb PALAI, denoting past time, covering a period of time, looking back from the present to a point of time in the past: all along”
 or “all this time.”  Then we have the second person plural present active indicative from the verb DOKEW, which means “to think, believe, suppose, consider.”

The present tense is a durative present, which describes an action or state of being that began in the past and is described as continuing until the present.


The active voice indicates that the Corinthians produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the epexegetical use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that” and used after verbs of thinking to indicate the content of that thought.  Then we have the dative of indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”  Then we have the first person plural present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb APOLOGEOMAI, which means “speak in one’s own defense, defend oneself with the dative of persons before whom someone makes a defense: make a defense before you.”


The present tense is durative present, describing what began in the past and is still continuing.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning—Paul and those with him producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for simple statement of fact.

“All along you have been thinking that we have been making a defense before you.”
- is the improper preposition KATENANTI, which is used with the adverbial genitive of place in a figurative sense, meaning “in the sight of” with the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “God.”  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the masculine singular proper noun CHRISTOS, which means “in Christ.”  Then we have the first person plural present active indicative from the verb LALEW, which means “to speak, say.”

The present tense is a durative present or retroactive progressive present, which describes an action or state of being that began in the past and continues into the present.


The active voice indicates that Paul and those with him have been producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“We have been speaking in the sight of God in Christ.”
 - is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “And” plus the nominative subject from the neuter plural article and adjective PAS, used “as a summation of what precedes, meaning all this.”
  This is followed by the vocative masculine plural from the adjective AGAPĒTOS, which means “beloved” and refers to the Corinthians.  This is followed by the preposition HUPER plus the genitive of advantage from the feminine singular article and noun OIKODOMĒ and the possessive genitive from the second person personal pronoun SU, meaning “for the benefit of your edification or building up.”
“And all this, beloved, for the benefit of your edification.”
2 Cor 12:19 corrected translation
“All along you have been thinking that we have been making a defense before you.  We have been speaking in the sight of God in Christ.  And all this, beloved, for the benefit of your edification.”
Explanation:
1.  “All along you have been thinking that we have been making a defense before you.”

a.  The phrase “all along” refers to the time that Paul first went to Corinth when this problem began in Corinth and continues up to the writing of this letter.


b.  The Corinthian critics think they have Paul on the defensive, and that he is spending all of his time defending himself and his team.


c.  Therefore, they have thought in the past and continue to think that Paul is defending himself in this letter to the Corinthians.


d.  Paul has defended himself and the members of his team, but much more than that he has been teaching them doctrine as a part of this defense.


e.  Paul’s critics have been acting as Paul’s judge and jury.  Paul has been his own defense attorney, defending both himself and the members of his team.  He has had to defend himself against the judge and the jury.  He has not received a fair trial.

2.  “We have been speaking in the sight of God in Christ.”

a.  Making a defense of the spiritual life and his delegated authority from God has not been the only thing Paul has been doing.


b.  The most important thing that Paul has been doing is speaking as God’s representative.


c.  As an ambassador for Christ, he is teaching the Corinthians as someone in union with Christ.


d.  Paul has been teaching under the oversight of God the Holy Spirit on behalf of the Lord Jesus Christ.


e.  Again Paul stresses his authority as an apostle and the fact that he speaks as the representative of Christ.


f.  Therefore, Paul’s defense has been a divine authorized defense, sanctioned by God the Holy Spirit and the Lord Jesus Christ.


g.  Believers must not forget that pastors are the representatives of the Lord Jesus Christ and are to speak as taught by God the Holy Spirit.  They should not have to defend themselves to any group of believers.  They are responsible directly to God the Holy Spirit and the Lord Jesus Christ.

3.  “And all this, beloved, for the benefit of your edification.”

a.  Everything that Paul has done in going to Corinth, in sending several letters, and in sending several other representatives has been done for the spiritual growth of the Corinthians.


b.  Again, as many times before, Paul stresses the fact that the Corinthians are still loved by God.  Paul himself also loves them, as he has previously said.  But he wants to remind them that regardless of what they might be thinking, right or wrong, God still loves them and always will.


c.  Paul only cared about the spiritual growth, the edification of the body of Christ in Corinth.  He did not care about himself as much as he cared about them.  That is why he loved them, why he kept coming to see them, and why he kept writing to them.  Everything was done for their benefit with them in mind.


d.  The edification or spiritual growth of the believer is the most important thing any believer can do after salvation.


e.  This edification only comes through the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit.


f.  And God the Holy Spirit only works through the delegated representatives of God—those male believers with the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher.
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