2 Corinthians 12:12




 - is the postpositive affirmative particle MEN, which is “frequently found in anacolutha when the contrast can be supplied from the context, and therefore can be omitted as obvious: they have the reputation of being wise (but are foolish) Col 2:23, the signs that mark a true apostle were performed among you (but you paid no attention) 2 Cor 12:12.”
  As an affirmative particle MEN places emphasis on the fact that something “Certainly, to be sure, indeed, or actually” took place.  With this we have the nominative neuter plural from the article and noun SĒMEION, which means “the sign or distinguishing mark by which something is known, token, indication”
 “as an event with special meaning was inevitably an unusual or even miraculous type of occurrence, and in a number of contexts SĒMEION may be rendered as ‘miracle.’”


Then we have the descriptive genitive from the masculine singular article (The article here is the generic use of the article, in which the article is used to “single out an individual who is typical of his class, rather than the class itself”
) and noun APOSTOLOS, which means “the delegates, the envoys; the commander of the military expedition.”  We transliterate it and use it as a technical religious term for the disciples of our Lord who became the messengers to the world in the formation of the Church universal, that is, the royal family of God in the dispensation of the Church Age.  It is translated “of apostleship.”  This is followed by the third person singular (the neuter plural subject often takes a singular in the verb) aorist passive indicative from the verb KATERGAZOMAI, which means “to achieve, accomplish, demonstrate.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which looks at the entire demonstration of all the signs and indications that Paul was an apostle over the entire time Paul was with the Corinthians and regards these signs of apostleship as a completed fact without reference to their progress.


The passive voice indicates that the signs of Paul being an apostle received the action of being accomplished and demonstrated to the Corinthians.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “among you.”

“Certainly the signs of apostleship were demonstrated among you”

- is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of manner from the feminine singular adjective PAS “to denote the highest degree full, greatest, all”
 and the noun HUPOMONĒ, meaning “with the greatest patience.”  The absence of the article indicates the high quality of this patience.

“with the greatest patience”
 - is the instrumental of means from the neuter plural noun SĒMEION, which means “signs (which can refer to miracles).”  This is followed by the enclitic conjunction TE, which can be used alone or with KAI (TE KAI) “to connect concepts, usually of the same kind or corresponding as opposites.  In these uses  can often be translated simply and.  TE can be followed by more than one KAI.”
  Then we have the instrumental of means from the neuter plural noun TERAS, which means “something strange, causing the beholder to marvel.  It is always used in the plural, always rendered “wonders,” and generally follows the word SEMEIA “signs;” in Acts 2:19 “wonders” occurs alone.  A sign is intended to appeal to the understanding, a wonder appeals to the imagination, a power (dunamis) indicates its source as supernatural.  “Wonders” are manifested as Divine operations in thirteen occurrences (9 times in Acts); three times they are ascribed to the work of Satan through human agents.”
  “It was an unusual sign, especially one in the heavens, serving to foretell impending events - ‘portent, sign.’ ‘I will perform portents in the sky above and signs on the earth below’ Acts 2.19.”
  Paul uses SĒMEION and TERAS together in Rom 15:19, “by the power of the signs [to the Jews] and miracles [to the Gentiles] in the power of the Holy Spirit; so that from Jerusalem I [Paul], on a circuit as far as Illyricum, I have fulfilled the good news of the Christ.”  Then we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and.”  Finally, we have the instrumental of means from the feminine plural word DUNAMIS, meaning “by means of deeds of power.”

“by means of signs and miraculous wonders and deeds of power.”
2 Cor 12:12 corrected translation
“Certainly the signs of apostleship were demonstrated among you with the greatest patience by means of signs and miraculous wonders and deeds of power.”
Explanation:
1.  “Certainly the signs of apostleship were demonstrated among you”

a.  Paul continues with an affirmative declaration of exactly what happened in Corinth that proved he was an apostle.


b.  All the signs of apostleship by which people recognized that a man had this unique spiritual gift were manifest by Paul in Corinth.


c.  God did something special for his apostles to make them easily and clearly recognized as His representatives and spokesmen.  He gave them tremendous power and ability to perform all kinds of miracles, healing, and various wonders that other men could not do.


d.  This power to perform miraculous signs and wonders and deeds of powers was God’s stamp of approval and their vindication before unbelievers and believers that they were who and what they said they were.


e.  Paul’s point to the Corinthians is that every possible sign, miracle, wonder, healing, or other kind of proof that Paul was an apostle was performed right before their very eyes.


f.  The Corinthians had every possible proof that Paul was an apostle, and yet still many of them rejected him.


g.  The principle is: it doesn’t matter what God does to persuade negative volition.  Some people will never believe no matter what proof you give them.


h.  Paul’s argument here to the Corinthians is that they had every possible evidence that he was an apostle through the signs and wonders and deeds of power that Paul’s critics claim an apostle is suppose to have.


i.  The Corinthians saw so many miracles and signs and deeds of miraculous power performed by Paul over and over again that there was no doubt in their minds that he had a special gift and message from God.

2.  “with the greatest patience.”

a.  This phrase is most interesting; for it tells us that Paul had to repeat many of these signs and wonders and miraculous deeds of power over and over again because of the negative volition of some in Corinth.


b.  Paul didn’t just perform one miracle and claim to be an apostle.  He patiently and persistently continued to perform signs, and miracles, and unexplainable deeds of power in order to authenticate his message from God.


c.  Paul wasn’t a showoff.  He was not a song and dance man putting on a show for the Corinthians.  It was necessary for him to repeat many of his signs, wonders, and miracles because of the negative volition of some and the hardness of heart of others.


d.  But he did so patiently without complaint, using every opportunity to teach the word of God as he did so.

3.  “by means of signs and miraculous wonders and deeds of power.”

a.  The signs of being an apostle were the ability to perform signs and wonders and deeds of power.


b.  A number of these signs of apostleship are mentioned in Scripture, but many more signs and miracles and deeds of power are never mentioned in Scripture.  This statement by Paul tells us that there were a much greater number of these things done by him and others than are ever mentioned in Scripture.  This fact is also stated by Paul in:



(1)  1 Cor 2:4, “and my message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power,”



(2)  1 Thes 1:5, “for our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake.”


c.  Examples of the signs, miraculous wonders and deeds of power.



(1)  Acts 2:1-11, the power to speak in foreign languages was given to them.



(2)  Acts 2:18-19, “Even on My bondslaves, both men and women, I will in those days pour forth of My Spirit And they shall prophesy.  And I will grant wonders in the sky above And signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke.”



(3)  Acts 2:43, “Everyone kept feeling a sense of awe; and many wonders and signs were taking place through the apostles.”



(4)  Acts 3:1-10, the ability to heal the lame.



(5)  Acts 4:29-30, “And now, Lord, take note of their threats, and grant that Your bond-servants may speak Your word with all confidence, while You extend Your hand to heal, and signs and wonders take place through the name of Your holy servant Jesus."



(6)  Acts 4:33, “And with great power the apostles were giving testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and abundant grace was upon them all.”



(7)  Acts 5:12-16, “At the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders were taking place among the people; and they were all with one accord in Solomon's portico.  But none of the rest dared to associate with them; however, the people held them in high esteem.  And all the more believers in the Lord, multitudes of men and women, were constantly added to their number to such an extent that they even carried the sick out into the streets and laid them on cots and pallets, so that when Peter came by at least his shadow might fall on any one of them.  Also the people from the cities in the vicinity of Jerusalem were coming together, bringing people who were sick or afflicted with unclean spirits, and they were all being healed.”



(8)  Acts 6:8, “And Stephen, full of grace and power, was performing great wonders and signs among the people.”



(9)  Acts 8:13, “Even Simon himself believed; and after being baptized, he continued on with Philip, and as he observed signs and great miracles taking place, he was constantly amazed.”



(10)  Acts 9:33-34, “There he found a man named Aeneas, who had been bedridden eight years, for he was paralyzed.  Peter said to him, ‘Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals you; get up and make your bed.’  Immediately he got up.”



(11)  Acts 9:36-41, the resuscitation of the dead.
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