2 Corinthians 12:1




- is the present deponent middle/passive infinitive from the verb KAUCHAOMAI, which means “to boast; to take pride in.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes a present fact without reference to its beginning, end, or progress.


The deponent middle/passive is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning—the indefinite subject producing the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the meaning of the main verb.

This is followed by the impersonal third person singular present active indicative from the verb DEI, meaning “it is necessary.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes a present situation without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the indefinite subject produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“It is necessary to boast;”

 - is the postpositive correlative Attic construction MEN…DE, which means “on the one hand…on the other hand.”  With this we have the negative OU, meaning “not” with the predicate nominative neuter singular present active participle from the verb SUMPHERW, which means “to help, confer a benefit, be advantageous or profitable or useful; something is good (for someone or something), something is useful or helpful.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that boasting produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

The predicate nominative of this participle indicates an elliptical EIMI, “[it is].”

“on the one hand [it is] not profitable [advantageous, useful, helpful],”

 - is the other half of the correlative MEN…DE, meaning “but on the other hand.”  With this we have the first person singular future deponent middle indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, which is used “in various prepositional combinations.  With EIS TI of the writer of a letter, meaning to come to, i.e. deal with something (a new subject).”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what Paul is about to do.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning—Paul producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the adverbial accusative of reference from the feminine plural noun OPTASIA, which means “a vision, of that which the Deity permits a human being to see, either of his own Divine Being, or of something else usually hidden from men.”
  This is somewhat idiomatic with the verb and should be translated “I will deal with visions.”  This is followed by the connective KAI = “and” plus the accusative direct object from the feminine plural noun APOKALUPSIS, which means “revelations.”  Finally, we have the possessive genitive masculine singular from the noun KURIOS, which means “of the Lord.”

“but on the other hand I will deal with visions and revelations of the Lord.”
2 Cor 12:1 corrected translation
“It is necessary to boast; on the one hand [it is] not profitable [advantageous, useful, helpful], but on the other hand I will deal with visions and revelations of the Lord.”

Explanation:
1.  “It is necessary to boast;”

a.  The Corinthians were forced to compare Paul and his critics, the false apostles from Jerusalem.


b.  In the previous chapter Paul compares his external qualifications as an apostle by giving a list of the external sufferings he went through as a servant of Christ.


c.  Now Paul turns to the internal comparison with his critics regarding visions and revelations.


d.  It was necessary for Paul to boast about his accomplishments only in order to silence his critics and change the mind of negative Corinthians about his true apostolic authority.

2.  “on the one hand [it is] not profitable [advantageous, useful, helpful],”

a.  Like Paul’s external credentials he believed this parading of credentials was an exercise in futility (it is not useful) for building up the church (2 Cor 10:8).  He did it, however, in the hope that it would silence his critics and enable him to minister freely.  He also neatly turned his readers’ attention from these irrelevant credentials to those that were an apostle’s authentic marks.  If one had exalted “visions and revelations” (2 Cor 12:1), he should have a corresponding appreciation of his own weakness and humility (2 Cor 12:9-10).


b.  There is nothing to be gained from arrogance, and most boasting is arrogance.


c.  Paul’s boasting was not arrogance, but the inspiration of the Holy Spirit to refute the false apostles of Satan, who were attempting to destroy Paul’s authority, credibility, and ministry.


d.  There is no profit in boasting unless it is directed by God the Holy Spirit.  If you are uncertain as to whether or not you should boast, then err on the side of not boasting, or boast about the Lord.


e.  Boasting is of no advantage to the believer who engages in it; for bragging about oneself leaves no opportunity for God to receive the credit and bless you because of what He has been able to do for you.


f.  Boasting is not useful because it does not build up or edify the body of Christ.  It only builds up the person doing the boasting.

3.  “but on the other hand I will deal with visions and revelations of the Lord.”

a.  Therefore Paul turns his attention to what really mattered with regard to establishing his authority as an apostle—he received special revelations from God.


b.  A revelation is any one of a number of ways that God communicates His message to the mind of a human being.  This can include dreams, visions, trances, which may or may not involve some sort of ecstatic experience.


c.  God no longer communicates to mankind in this manner since we now have a completed canon of Scripture.


d.  The vision trance, as distinguished from the possession trance and dreams, is an altered state of consciousness in which extrasensory audiovisual experiences, usually revelatory in character, are perceived in private by individuals, often prophets or seers.  The visions themselves may be experienced as occurring within an earthly setting or may involve apparent out-the-body experiences such as ascents to heaven or descents to the netherworld.  Terms for visions and revelations can be used as synonyms.


e.  The phrase  is a hendiadys, which are two words connected by KAI that form one concept.  We might translate this as “revelatory visions.”

f.  Paul claims to have had many experiences while in a revelatory state 1 Cor 14:6, 26; 2 Cor 12:1, 7; Gal 1:12; 2:2.  This was a common means of communication between God the Holy Spirit and those with the spiritual gift of apostleship.


g.  So by stating that he had many revelatory visions, Paul is authenticating himself as a true apostle and servant of the Lord Jesus Christ.


h.  To be the recipient of a revelation of God carried with it the authority to communicate that message to other men.  Thus Paul is again using another argument to establish his apostolic authority.

i.  The word “Lord” here is a reference to God the Holy Spirit, our Mentor, who has the responsibility of revealing the revelations of God to man in the Church Age.
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