2 Corinthians 11:7
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- is the coordinating conjunction Ē, meaning “Or” plus the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun HAMARTIA, which means “sin.”  Then we have the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb POIEW, which means “to do, to make, to perform, to commit.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a single whole the action of Paul and states it as a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that Paul produced the action hypothetically in this question.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered with factual information.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the first person masculine singular reflexive pronoun HEMAUTOU, which means “myself.”  Then we have the nominative masculine first person singular present active participle from the verb TAPEINOW, which means literally, “to lower” but is used figuratively meaning “to humble, to humiliate.”


The present tense is a pictorial present to present a picture to the readers minds of what was currently happening.


The active voice indicates that Paul was producing the action.


The participle is an instrumental participle, indicating the means by which the action of the main verb takes place.

“Or did I commit a sin by humbling myself,”

- is the conjunction HINA, which is used to introduce both purpose and result clauses.  Here it is used to introduce a purpose clause and should be translated “in order that.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you.”  With this we have the second person plural aorist passive subjunctive from the verb HUPSOW, which means literally, “to lift up, to raise up” but is used figuratively, meaning “to exalt, honor.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a single whole the action of the verb and regards it as a fact without reference to its progress.


The passive voice indicates that the Corinthians received the action of being exalted.


The subjunctive mood is used with HINA to form the purpose clause and to indicate a potential, depending on the positive volition of the Corinthians.

“in order that you might be exalted,” 

 - is the casual use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because” with the adverb of manner DWREAN, meaning “as a gift, without payment, gratis, as a gift.”
  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun EUAGGELION, which means “the gospel” plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”  Then we have the first person singular aorist middle indicative from the verb EUAGGELIZW, which means “to proclaim, to preach.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety with no reference to its beginning, its end, its progress, or its result.  The action is simply stated as a fact.


The middle voice indicates that Paul himself was intimately involved in producing the action of proclaiming the gospel.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the dative of indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you” and referring to the Corinthians.

“because I proclaimed the gospel of God to you without payment?”
2 Cor 11:7 corrected translation
“Or did I commit a sin by humbling myself, in order that you might be exalted, because I proclaimed the gospel of God to you without payment?”

Explanation:
1.  “Or did I commit a sin by humbling myself,”

a.  Paul opens up another line of criticism against him by his critics with a rhetorical question, which demands another “no” answer.


b.  His critics claim that he brought the gospel to the Corinthians just so he could eventually ask them for money for the poor believers elsewhere, so that he could make a profit.


c.  So Paul begins his retort to this lunacy by asking if he committed a sin by coming to Corinth and living for almost two years, proclaiming the gospel and teaching doctrine and not asking the Corinthians for a dime.


d.  Instead of asking for financial support from them, he earned his own way with his own hands making tents.


e.  Paul humbled himself by working as a common laborer to take care of himself and the others with him.


f.  He did not act like other religious leaders and expect his followers to provide for all his needs.


g.  So he asks the question of his critics if it was wrong for him to earn his own living and take no financial support from him.  If they answer “yes,” then Paul can counter with a follow on question—“Then why do you condemn me now for asking for financial support for others?”  On the other hand if they answer “no,” then Paul can counter with a follow on question—“Then why do you condemn me now since I am still not asking for anything for myself?”  No matter how his critics answer this question they are wrong.  Paul may have not been the greatest public speaker, but he completely confounded his critics at every point.

2.  “in order that you might be exalted,”

a.  Paul humbled himself by working to support himself in order that the new Corinthian believers might be exalted in the eyes of others in Corinth.


b.  Paul didn’t place any kind of financial hardship or burden on them, so that these believers could continue to prosper in the Lord and use that prosperity as a means of glorifying God and evangelizing others.


c.  Paul didn’t grab the limelight.  He didn’t go after glory and fame for himself.  He wasn’t after the riches and wealth of others.


d.  In fact he was more than willing to take a back seat to the Corinthians and let their fame spread throughout the Roman Empire rather than his own.


e.  So Paul humbled himself in order that the Corinthians might be exalted by others in Greece and the Roman Empire in order that the gospel of our Lord might continue to spread.

3.  “because I proclaimed the gospel of God to you without payment?”

a.  So Paul finishes his question with a reason that cannot be refuted by his critics.  Did he commit a sin because he proclaimed the gospel to the Corinthians without asking for money from them?  No of course not.


b.  There is no possible way Paul’s critics could ever accuse him of doing anything wrong because he taught them the word of God without asking for financial support.


c.  It is important to note here that Paul did not ask them for financial support.



(1)  Apparently from their willingness to give to the destitute believers in Jerusalem for over a year now, they certainly had the money to support a pastor-teacher in Corinth.



(2)  So money was not the issue in Paul not taking financial support from them.



(3)  Paul had every right to be financially supported by his congregation, which is well taught in other passages of Scripture.



(4)  So Paul didn’t not take the money because he didn’t feel he had the right to or because the money wasn’t available from the Corinthian believers.



(5)  So why didn’t Paul take the financial support from the Corinthians as he did from the Greeks in Macedonia?  Apparently there was trouble right from the beginning in Corinth with itinerant preachers, teachers, philosophers, and orators defrauding people of their money, and Paul did not want to be associated with these kind of people.



(6)  Right from the beginning Paul wanted the Corinthians to understand that this was not a money-making venture for him.  Instead he did it for the glorification of Christ and the advance of the gospel, never for himself.


d.  If a pastor is able to earn his own living and not be a financial burden to his congregation then he should do so.


e.  If the congregation is able to support the pastor financially and can do so, then the pastor is worthy of his wages.


f.  But in this case Paul proclaimed the gospel of God (the message of Jesus Christ and God the Holy Spirit) to the Corinthians without ever asking them for financial support, in order that the gospel might spread in Greece, the church of Corinth might be exalted in the Roman Empire, and the Lord Jesus Christ might be glorified.


g.  This was something for which Paul’s critics could not legitimately criticize him, yet they persisted in attempting to do so.

�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.
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