2 Corinthians 11:29



 - is the nominative subject from the masculine singular interrogative pronoun TIS (with the accent), meaning “Who” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb ASTHENEW, which means “to be weak, powerless” and can refer to physical, financial, or spiritual weakness or powerlessness.


The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a present fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that any believer in the Church Age produces the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in a simple question that can be answered by providing factual information.

“Who is [spiritually] weak”

 - is the simple continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” with the negative OUK, meaning “not” and the first person singular present active indicative from the verb ASTHENEW, which means “to be weak, powerless.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a present fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that any pastor in the Church Age produces the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in a simple question that can be answered by providing factual information.

“and I am not weak?”

 - is the nominative subject from the masculine singular interrogative pronoun TIS (with the accent), meaning “Who” with the third person singular present passive indicative from the verb SKANDALIZW, which means “cause to be caught or to fall, i.e. cause to sin (the sin may consist in a breach of the moral law, in unbelief, or in the acceptance of false teachings).”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a present fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice is a causative active voice, which indicates that false teachers produce the action of causing other believers to be caught in false teaching.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in a simple question that can be answered by providing factual information.

“Who causes [someone] to be caught [in false teaching]”

 - is the simple continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” with the negative OUK, meaning “not” with the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I” and the first person singular present passive indicative from the verb PUROW, which means literally to burn, but is also used figuratively, meaning “to make hot with indignation.”

The present tense is a customary present for a present action, which is reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that Paul (and by extension pastors and others) produces the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in a simple question that can be answered by providing factual information.

“and I am not burning with indignation?”
2 Cor 11:29 corrected translation
“Who is [spiritually] weak and I am not weak?  Who causes [someone] to be caught [in false teaching] and I am not burning with indignation?”

Explanation:
1.  “Who is [spiritually] weak and I am not weak?”

a.  Paul gives us an illustration of how he cares about what goes on in all the churches entrusted to his care.


b.  He asks two questions that both relate to the situation that happened in Corinth.


c.  The first question deals with those believers who are spiritually weak.


d.  Spiritual weakness comes from negative volition to doctrine.


e.  Negative volition to doctrine can be caused by lack of attention to the teaching of the pastor, outright disagreement with what the pastor teaches, or failure to even attend Bible classes and know what is being taught.


f.  However it occurs, negative volition results in the Church Age believer not having the necessary spiritual information to make himself or herself strong spiritually.


g.  Paul’s point here is that he is very concerned about weak believers, as he demonstrated when negative volition took hold of the Corinthian church.


h.  When a communicator’s hearers are weak spiritually, then he is weak as well.


i.  Paul did not become spiritually weak and degenerate into perpetual carnality just because the believers in Corinth did.  This is not at all what he is saying.


j.  But when a pastor’s congregation goes negative to doctrine, then he is powerless, helpless, and weak to do anything but keep on teaching doctrine and depend upon the Lord.


k.  As we shall see in a few verses, when the pastor is weak, then he is strong.


l.  When the believer is weak, then he is strong, because he is forced by the adverse circumstances that create the weakness to depend upon the grace provision of God.


m.  Paul’s principle here is that the pastor suffers with his congregation.


n.  This principle does not mean that if the congregation fails, then the pastor fails.  Jeremiah is a good example of this.  Israel failed miserably, which led to the fifth cycle of discipline being administered against them; yet Jeremiah faithfully continued to teach the word of God and never failed.

2.  “Who causes [someone] to be caught [in false teaching] and I am not burning with indignation?”

a.  The second illustration of how Paul cares about his congregations is given in his attitude toward the false teachers.


b.  The false teachers were causing Paul’s congregations to be caught in transgression against the word of God.


c.  The false teachers were teaching things that were untrue doctrinally and distorting true doctrinal principles.


d.  They led many believers astray with their teaching.


e.  The led-astray believers got out of fellowship and stayed out of fellowship because of this false teaching.


f.  The result was that Paul was hot with indignation toward these false teachers.


g.  Notice that Paul doesn’t hold the believers responsible for being led astray, but holds the false teachers responsible for leading them astray.  The greater guilt and blame rests upon the communicators of false doctrine.  Those who follow them are still guilty, even though they are deceived, just as Eve was guilty even though deceived by Satan.  They still want to follow the false teacher even though they are deceived.


h.  Paul was angry (without sinning) at what the false teachers were doing.  He cared deeply about the affect they had on his congregations.


i.  So in these two illustrations we see how much Paul cares about his congregations by his attitude toward the members of the congregation and his attitude toward those corrupting them.


j.  What Paul says here is almost as if he is answering another wild criticism of his opponents that he didn’t really care about what happened to the believers in Corinth after he left there.  Nothing could have been further from the truth.  No one with the capacity for love that Paul had could not care about the members of his congregations.


k.  Any pastor who knows the original languages of Scripture and cares about what God says and what his congregation believes has an instant righteous indignation against the lies and false teaching of the cosmic system and Satan’s evangelists.

�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.
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