2 Corinthians 11:20



 - is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” with the second person plural present middle indicative from the verb ANECHW, which means “to endure, put up with, tolerate.”


The present tense is a durative present for an action that has taken place in the past and continues in the present.


The middle voice is a reflexive middle, which represents the Corinthians as participating in the results of the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the first class conditional participle EI, meaning “if and it’s true.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “anyone.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb KATADOULOW, which means “to make a slave of someone, to enslave;” but is used figuratively here of allowing someone else to impose their control over someone else for one’s own ends in the sense of to make subservient.

The present tense is a durative present indicating an action that took place in the past and continues up to the present.


The active voice indicates that those believers in Corinth who are still rejecting Paul produce the action of enslaving themselves to the false teachers.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“For you yourselves tolerate if anyone makes you subservient,”

- is the first class conditional participle EI, meaning “if and it’s true” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “anyone.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb KATESTHIW, which means “eat up, consume, devour, tear to pieces; figuratively: to destroy, exploit, rob, take complete advantage of, cause great division within a group, destroy.

The present tense is a descriptive present for what has been going on.


The active voice indicates that certain false teachers are producing this action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“if anyone tears you to pieces [causing divisions, exploiting, and taking advantage of you]”

 - is the first class conditional participle EI, meaning “if and it’s true” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “anyone.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb LAMBANW, which means “to receive, to take” and is used in the sense of  “to take (into one’s possession), which comes to mean “to lay hands on, seize, and is used figuratively if someone ‘takes you in’, takes advantage of you.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what has been going on.


The active voice indicates that certain false teachers are producing this action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“if anyone takes advantage,”

 - is the first class conditional participle EI, meaning “if and it’s true” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “anyone.”  Then we have the third person singular present middle indicative from the verb EPAIRW, which is used in an absolute sense and means “to be presumptuous, put on airs.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what has been going on.


The active voice indicates that certain false teachers are producing this action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
“if anyone is presumptuous,”

 - is the first class conditional participle EI, meaning “if and it’s true” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “anyone.”  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the neuter singular noun PROSWPON, which means “in the face.”  With this we have the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you.”  Finally, we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb DERW, which means “to remove the skin, flay; but used figuratively, meaning “to beat, strike repeatedly, whip.”


The present tense is an iterative present for a repeated action.


The active voice indicates that the indefinite subject ‘anyone’ produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a hypothetical reality.

“if anyone repeatedly beats you in the face.”
2 Cor 11:20 corrected translation
“For you yourselves tolerate if anyone makes you subservient, if anyone tears you to pieces [causing divisions, exploiting you], if anyone takes advantage, if anyone is presumptuous, if anyone repeatedly beats you in the face.”

Explanation:
1.  “For you yourselves tolerate if anyone makes you subservient, [and they do],”

a.  Paul continues with an explanation of how the church has put up with or tolerated fools among them.


b.  Paul’s explanation is a series of true conditions that have taken place in the church.  These conditions are conditions that the believers have tolerated, put up with, had to endure, and they did so without complaint; they did so willingly.


c.  The first condition the Corinthians tolerated was allowing the false teachers to make them subservient to their teaching.



(1)  False-teaching enslaves those who believe it.  A good example of this is the Nazi movement in Germany prior to World War II or the neo-Nazi movement of today.



(2)  False doctrine enslaves believers.  Believers become slaves to false beliefs.



(3)  Satan controls believers through thought.  He keeps them enslaved through the false doctrine he demands that people believe.  For example, in Corinth the believers thought that certain spiritual gifts were more important than others and that if you had the gift of tongues you were the greatest of believers.  This was a lie and still is a lie, but Satan has used this lie then and now to enslave believers to their own emotions.



(4)  So the Corinthians allowed themselves to be enslaved by false teaching, and refused to recognize the truth.  This led to the rejection of divine delegated authority, and the formation of splinter groups in the church.



(5)  The middle voice of the verb tells us that the Corinthians did this to themselves through their own negative volition.  No one made them slaves.  They willingly made themselves slaves to the false teachers by their acceptance of the false doctrine and refusal to listen to the teaching of the truth, which is the only thing that could set them free.

2.  “if anyone tears you to pieces [causing divisions, exploiting you], [and they do]”

a.  The second true condition of what happened in Corinth is how the false teachers caused divisions in the church, exploited believers and tore the unity of the church apart.


b.  False teachers divide and conquer.



(1)  When a group is united, you must create a division in the group before you can conquer the group.



(2)  You create division in a group by creating distrust of others in the group.



(3)  Once you have distrust and suspicion, then you start exploiting that situation.



(4)  Believers are exploited by believing the lies of false teachers.



(5)  False teachers prey upon those who will listen to them.



(6)  False teachers use those who listen to them to create divisions in the group.



(7)  The more splinter groups a false teacher can create the easier it is for him or her to control the whole group.


c.  Divisions in a local church are always the result of mental attitude sins such as fear, jealousy, hatred, revenge motivation, etc.


d.  False teachers use the lust pattern of our mental attitude sins as the motivation to separate ourselves from others for all the wrong reasons.


e.  Once the separation occurs, then the false teacher uses false doctrine to drive a wedge into the group and keep it separated, not by sin, but by a radically different belief system.

3.  “if anyone takes advantage, [and they do]”

a.  Now that the split has occurred in the group, the false teachers take advantage of the situation.


b.  They take advantage by taking control of the group.


c.  The false teacher presents himself or herself as the only person they can all trust.


d.  The false teacher makes the weaker believers dependent upon his or her strong personality and dominating will.


e.  The false teacher uses the mental attitude sins of the carnal believers to motivate them into taking the actions the false teacher needs to gain and maintain control of the group.


f.  The false teacher uses the confusion that results in the divided church to gain mental and physical control over the group.


g.  This is exactly what Satan did in the Garden of Eden to gain control of the first group of human beings in history—the man and his wife.

4.  “if anyone is presumptuous, [and they are]”

a.  Once the false teacher has control, they become very arrogant and very presumptuous.


b.  To be presumptuous means to be arrogant, rash, bold, and insolent.


c.  The false teacher now believes that they can do no wrong.


d.  They think that everyone must do exactly what they want or approve, and only what they want or approve.


e.  They are rash in their decisions and actions, having no regard for who they hurt along the way.


f.  They presume that God is on their side, therefore, they can do no wrong.


g.  They become insolent or disrespectful of superior authority.


h.  They presume to take over control and authority where they do not have control or authority.  They believe that they are absolutely right in doing so.


i.  In arrogance, they believe that they are the only ones who know what is best for the group and therefore, everyone must listen to them and do what they say.  Therefore, they reject the authority of those in charge and attempt to set themselves up as the authority of the group.


j.  This was the motivation of Satan in his fall, Isa 14:12-14.  Satan still uses this motivation to create divisions in a local church.

5.  “ if anyone repeatedly beats you in the face, [and they do].”


a.  Finally, the Corinthians kept on tolerating being beaten in the face by the false teachers.


b.  This is not literal, but a figure of speech.


c.  When someone slaps you in the face, it is an insult of the highest degree.


d.  The false teachers were insulting the Corinthians every time they taught them false doctrine.


e.  The Corinthians were repeatedly and intensively insulted by the false teachers’ rejection of the authority of God and setting themselves up as God’s authorities in place of Paul and his team.  And the Corinthian believers kept on tolerating these insults from the false teachers.


f.  So Paul throws it in the face of the carnal believers in Corinth that they were so wise and sensible by allowing these false teachers to constantly insult them, to constantly be presumptuous over them, to constantly take advantage of them, to tear the church apart, and to enslave themselves to these false teachers.


g.  Paul is really grinding these carnal believers into the dust to make them wake up to their stupidity in listening to and following these false teachers.
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