2 Corinthians 11:18




 - is the causal use of the conjunction EPEI, meaning “because, Since, for.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective POLUS, which is used as a substantive and means “the many” and refers to “many people.”  Then we have the third person plural present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb KAUCHAOMAI, which means “to boast” in the sense of arrogant bragging.


The present tense is an aoristic present for a statement of fact in the present without reference to its progress.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning—many people in the world produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition KATA plus the accusative of reference or respect from the feminine singular noun SARX, which means “according to” or “on the basis of the flesh” and refers to the accomplishments done by people while on earth and the function of their sin nature bragging or boasting about these things.

“Since many people boast on the basis of the flesh,”

 - is the crasis KAGW, which is the combination of the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also” and the nominative subject from the first person personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I.”  This is followed by the first person singular future deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb KAUCHAOMAI, which means “to boast, to brag.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place, and in this case what Paul is about to do.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning—Paul producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for simple statement of fact.

“I will also boast.”
2 Cor 11:18 corrected translation
“Since many people boast on the basis of the flesh, I will also boast.”

Explanation:
1.  “Since many people boast on the basis of the flesh,”

a.  Paul continues with his explanation by describing what is typical among members of the human race.


b.  Most people in the world are in Satan’s cosmic system.  This includes both believers and unbelievers.


c.  Therefore most people in the world function on the basis of arrogance.


d.  Because people are basically arrogant rather then genuinely humble, they are controlled by their sin nature.

e.  Since the sin nature controls the soul of most people, they are overly proud of their accomplishments and who and what they are.


f.  This is commonly called self-esteem, in order to make people feel good about themselves rather than face the reality of their situation.


g.  People are more than willing to tell someone else about what great things they have done, are doing, or are about to do.  Why?


h.  They do this to be recognized by others for how great they are or what wonderful things they have done.


i.  This is the problem of approbation lust.


j.  Approbation lust is one of the many systems of motivation for those living in the cosmic system.

2.  Motivational Arrogance.

a.  All arrogance starts with thinking, moves into motivation, and from there moves into decisions and actions.


b.  By definition, motivational arrogance is a complex of mental attitude sins, all of which are related to arrogance or have their foundation in the basic concept of the sin of pride.


c.  Pride is defined as inordinate self‑esteem, unreasonable conceit, preoccupation with self, insolence, rejection of authority, vanity, self‑justification, an inflated concept of self, and the exaggeration of one's own self‑importance.


d.  The complex of sins in motivational arrogance includes pride, jealousy, bitterness, hatred, vindictiveness, implacability, revenge motivation, self‑pity, guilt reaction, and operation over-think.


e.  Vanity, pride, and conceit was the original sin of the greatest genius creature of all time:  Satan, Lucifer the Son of the Morning.  Isa 14:12‑14 and Ezek 28:14‑17 reveal Satan's vanity of thought in his fall.  Arrogance is the original sin of the prehistoric angelic conflict, and became the motivation for the woman's original sin in the garden.


f.  From the arrogance complex comes the narcissus syndrome, in which a person has an abnormal satisfaction with self, accompanied by a total dissatisfaction with others.  Some people spend their entire lives comparing themselves with others.  They are never an individual entity.  They never have the happiness of God, which is the highest status quo of internal environment which any person can ever enjoy.  The happiness of God can handle any disaster and never seeks a better environment as the solution to one's problems.


g.  Pride is not only exaggerated self‑respect and conceit, but is a total preoccupation with self, which divorces the believer from the realities of life.  But the believer, above all others, needs to face the realities of life.  For the believer in Jesus Christ is given the ability through Bible doctrine to see things as they really are, and to avoid the head‑in‑the‑sand attitude.


h.  Arrogance is a real or imagined sense of superiority which distorts life and the true perspective of human frailty, resulting in presumptuous self‑righteousness and a false sense of destiny.


i.  Arrogance is the most basic motivational sin of human life.  It is the foundation for all sins, human good, evil, and both moral and immoral degeneracy.  Arrogance is the foundation for being destroyed either by the reality of our circumstances or by the drive toward unreality, in which our circumstances are coated over with fantasizing.


j.  Arrogance is the pin which, when pulled from the grenade, blows up our life into fragments.  Arrogance is a fragmented system of life which is inconsistent.  No person can be consistent while in Satan’s cosmic system.


k.  Arrogance divorces the believer from the realities of life; i.e., personal, historical, and spiritual realities.


l.  Arrogant thinking results in irrationality.  Locked‑in arrogance results in psychotic, neurotic, and psychopathic behavior.


m.  Arrogance produces inconsistencies that we cannot see in ourselves.  It produces the wide emotional swings from self‑righteousness to self‑pity and the return oscillation from self‑pity to self‑righteousness.  Therefore, arrogance is unstable, inconsistent, and can never find reality.


n.  Arrogance is easily deceived and vulnerable to flattery.


o.  Arrogance becomes the motivation for both inordinate ambition and inordinate competition.  The believer's arrogant lust for ascendancy in life destroys the right priorities in the Christian way of life and replaces them with a false scale of values.  It gives you false goals in life.


p.  Arrogance emphasizes self and people to the exclusion of God emphasis.

q.  When arrogance emphasizes lust for power, there is conspiracy, revenge, the motivation of bitterness.  This becomes a tragic flaw, which neutralizes the beauty, genius, ability, and potential of any one of us.


r.  Arrogance gives a false perspective of life, resulting in a drive toward happiness which is neither unreality nor reality.  There are three drives used in life.



(1)  There is a drive toward reality in which one can use the problem-solving devices.



(2)  There is a drive toward unreality where problem-solving devices cannot work without rebound and perception of doctrine.



(3)  There is a legitimate drive toward happiness, but if made in the cosmic system, it results in pseudo happiness, i.e., short periods of stimulation followed by great periods of disaster.


s.  Satan’s cosmic system of arrogance is a fragmented system of inconsistencies, which are brought on by arrogance.  Yet the arrogant person doesn't see them because he concentrates only on one inconsistency at a time, and therefore he fails to see the reality of his own instability and inconsistency and his impact on others from preoccupation with self.  Only the believer with doctrine and a few establishment‑oriented unbelievers can ever escape this.


t.  Distinctions should be made between arrogance and ego.  Arrogance is sinful.  Ego is normal, the function of the self-consciousness of the soul.  When related to Bible doctrine, ego always provides a true and totally secure sense of destiny.


u.  Arrogance is not ego but egocentricity, which is self‑centered, preoccupied with self, and subjective in its thinking.  Egotism is the practice of arrogance in contrast to humility.


v.  Some believers are arrogant because of their pseudo‑achievement.  But since achievement belongs to God, God not only provides achievement under the protocol plan of God, but He also provides capacity for it in the form of the happiness of God for all facets of promotion prosperity to the mature believer.


w.  Therefore, the only escape from the cosmic system is through rebound and the subsequent execution of the protocol plan of God.  That's the only way to wipe out the tragic flaw.  This can take awhile for those who have developed their tragic flaw for many years in their Christian life.

3.  The Path of Motivational Arrogance.


a.  When the believer makes decisions to live in the cosmic system, he takes on the entire complex of arrogance.  He becomes preoccupied with his success, if he has any.  Consequently, he is bitten by the bug of inordinate ambition and competition, instead of occupation with Christ.


b.  This believer’s whole reason for existence is to now prove that he is better than anyone in his periphery.  Instead of occupation with the person of Christ in the divine dynasphere, he is very concerned about the opinions of his contemporaries.  He is very susceptible to the flattery of others.


c.  Arrogance is not only his way of life, but it has become his motivation.  Arrogance motivates him to strive for success instead of to achieve under God.  Arrogance motivates him to compete with his friends, to excel and surpass his contemporaries.


d.  Hence, all of his decisions are made from a position of weakness.  He has become involved in achievement arrogance.


e.  The daily happiness based on a personal sense of destiny from living the spiritual life and the faithfulness of God in providing logistical grace is exchanged for the decisions of the cosmic system.


f.  These decisions include the philosophy to transcend, to outdo, to surpass, to succeed, to gain the ascendancy over one's contemporaries, to achieve in cosmic living.  Arrogance quickly moves from being competitive to being lustful.  The believer's arrogant lust for ascendancy and success destroys his true scale of values as they relate to doctrine.


g.  His desire to outdo his contemporaries and succeed destroys his sense of destiny related to the protocol plan of God.  The arrogant desire to achieve and attain greater success than his contemporaries becomes the bumpy road to uncertain fame filled with the potholes of unhappiness.  While it leads to the fame he lusted for, or marrying the person he lusted for, or getting whatever it was he lusted for, the realization of these things only intensifies his frustration and misery.


h.  But through the function of humility inside the spiritual life, the options open to the believer are absolutely fantastic.  The believer not only does his job as unto the Lord, but he possesses fantastic daily happiness while doing a tough job under difficult circumstances.


i.  This believer leaves achievement to the Lord, and he does his job as unto the Lord ‑ not to get ahead, not to ingratiate himself with his boss or others, but to glorify the Lord in what he does.  So he operates under the principle that if God doesn't promote you, you're not promoted.


j.  The greatest area of sin is directly and indirectly related to arrogance.  Arrogance is the greatest problem of believers, and it keeps more believers from growing in grace than any other principle.


k.  The problem is that arrogance comes in many forms, for it is an entire cosmic system.  Arrogance is the foundation for every form of evil, human good, and sin.  Arrogance distorts life's true scale of values, so that all decisions are made from a position of weakness.


l.  Arrogance not only rejects doctrine, but becomes a distracter to the plan of God and the provision of God.


m.  Arrogance is opposed to perception of doctrine by self and others, and it is opposed to spiritual momentum.  But be wary:  arrogance is not negative toward doctrine.  Only in Satan’s system of antagonism toward God does the believer become antagonistic toward doctrine.  In Satan’s system of arrogance, the believer just doesn't have time for doctrine; he has more important things to do.


n.  The human mind, regardless of how high the I.Q., becomes totally helpless without doctrine.  That state of helplessness becomes a vacuum that sucks into the human mind demon thinking, which is demon influence.


o.  Influence is the transference of thought from one philosophical thought in the mind to another mind that is helpless and has no knowledge, no thought.


p.  Helplessness and uselessness is the state of the mind without Bible doctrine, without truth in all three categories.


q.  The human personality cannot cope with life apart from Bible doctrine, without all three categories of truth (laws of divine establishment, the Gospel, Bible doctrine).  Arrogance blinds the minds so that truth is rejected.  With no reception, there is no retention, and therefore no recall.


r.  Arrogance divorces the believer from both personal and historical reality in life.  The longer one remains in the cosmic system, the closer he comes to neurosis and psychosis in life.  When arrogance becomes locked‑in as a system, there is no longer any reality. Gradually arrogance forces reality out of the life, which is how Christians become psychotic.  You are gradually divorced from reality as you become paranoid.  When people do not agree with your arrogant assessment of yourself, it eventually develops paranoia.  Gradually your bad decisions result in neurosis or psychosis.


s.  Arrogance rejects human as well as divine authority, so that the Word of God is resisted, and the communicator of doctrine is rejected.  When a whole generation rejects all forms of establishment authority and believers reject spiritual authority, they're in serious trouble and will receive the fifth cycle of discipline.


t.  Arrogance destroys capacity for life, for love, for happiness, for blessing, for generosity, and for virtue.


u.  Arrogance leads to irrationality because arrogance destroys personal capability and resents capability in others.


v.  Arrogance lives on flattery and believes the lie.  Arrogance only hears truth to distort it, to over-think it, to ridicule it, and to reject it.  Anything that distorts doctrine means you cannot learn doctrine; therefore, you cannot grow in grace.


w.  There are at least two kinds of arrogance related to authority:  the arrogance which rejects authority, and the arrogance which misuses and abuses authority.


x.  Arrogance has many forms:  socialism, tax evasion, draft dodging, equality movements, and resistance of doctrine.


y.  Arrogance cannot stand social, economic, political, or spiritual pressures.  This is why psychosis is so prevalent in our land today, for the pressure is greater than one's arrogance can handle.  Any person who advocates some one‑shot solution is divorced from reality, so that he cracks up when the pressure becomes too great.


z.  When arrogance is challenged, abnormal behavior and emotional reaction begins.  Terrorism today is a result of arrogance.  Muslim religious terrorism is clearly motivated from arrogance, for they believe their religion is right and anyone who doesn't agree with them should be killed.  This type of arrogant thinking is seen in the crusader arrogance of believers today in such issues as abortion and prayer in schools.  Arrogance always finally resorts to violence to try to solve its problems, the same solution Satan tries.


aa.  Since arrogance is always unrealistic with an expanded opinion of self, it resides in the soul under normal circumstances in a pacified or apparently content state.  But when rubbed the wrong way, the reaction is violent!


bb.  Arrogance detonates under pressure.  When you put pressure on an arrogant person, that pressure eventually squeezes the person to the point where he detonates.  This explains why believers leave churches where doctrine is taught, and why women marry the wrong person out of spite to hurt someone they love more.  Or, why a man who's a child thinks he married the wrong women, because he "didn't get what he thought he had."  If he's arrogant, he'll blow up sooner or later.


cc.  This is why believers are gossips, maligners, full of revenge and retaliation.  Ask any police officer:  domestic disputes have the potential for fantastic violence, which is arrogance in action.


dd.  So many believers assume self‑righteousness is spirituality.  Believers who cannot make friends but who use people to accomplish their purposes are arrogant in social life.


ee.  This is why arrogant believers cannot apply doctrine they previously learned.  You cannot react and solve any problem and apply doctrine in arrogance.  The application of doctrine in problem solving demands living the spiritual life.  Even if you know the answers, if you're living in the cosmic system, you can't apply them.

2.  “I will also boast.”

a.  Therefore Paul will assume the behavior of his critics and the carnal believers in Corinth, who followed these false-teachers, and he will model them, in order to teach them a point.


b.  Anyone who enjoys talking about themselves, what they have done, or what great things they think they will do in the future is arrogant.  This is the lesson Paul is going to teach the carnal believers in Corinth.


c.  Paul has more to brag about than all of his critics put together.  He was greater than all the believers in the Corinthian church and all of their false teachers and pseudo leaders.


d.  But Paul never talked about himself unless directed to do so by God the Holy Spirit.  Here he is definitely being inspired by God to do so something he would not normally do.


e.  Paul recognized that he was the least of all the apostles because he persecuted the Church.  But he was lead by the Holy Spirit to tell the truth regarding his accomplishments because of what the grace of God had done for him.


f.  We are not apostles, inspired by the Holy Spirit to teach others about the nature of arrogance, humility, and unconditional love for all through using ourselves as examples.


g.  Therefore, we have no authority from the word of God to engage in “sanctified bragamonies” about what we have done, are doing, or intend to do.


h.   It is far better that we never even come close to boasting about anything we have done or think we might do in the future.
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