2 Corinthians 11:13



- is the causal use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “Because” plus the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and correlative adjective TOIOUTOS, used as a “substantive quite predominately with the article  of persons  such a person; either in such a way that a definite individual with his special characteristics is thought of, or that any bearer of certain definite qualities is meant Acts 22:22; 1 Cor 5:5; 2 Cor 2:6f; 10:11a; 12:2, 5; Gal 6:1; Tit 3:11.  The plural  is found in: Mt 19:14; Mk 10:14; Lk 18:16; Rom 16:18; 1 Cor 7:28; 16:16.”
  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine plural noun PSEUDAPOSTOLOS, meaning “pseudo-apostles” or “fake-apostles.”  Ellipsis demands the insertion of the present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “[are].”

“Because such men [are] pseudo-apostles,”


- is the appositional nominative from the masculine plural noun ERGATĒS, which means “workmen, laborers,” and the adjective DOLIOS, which means “deceitful, treacherous; dishonest.”
  Here the best meaning is dishonest, because they are both deceitful and dishonest, but create their deceitfulness by their dishonesty about what the word of God says.

“dishonest workmen,”

 - is the appositional nominative masculine plural present middle participle from the verb METASCHĒMATIZW, which means “to change, transform” and in the middle voice “to change or disguise oneself.”


The nominative masculine plural refers to the dishonest workmen or false-apostles.


The present tense is a durative present for what began in the past at the beginning of the Church Age and continued up to the time that Paul wrote.  This is also a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur throughout the Church Age.  This is also a static present for a state or condition that will perpetually exist throughout the Church Age.  But even better here is the tendential present to indicate what they “attempt” to do, but which has not actually taken place.


The middle voice indicates the subject (the false communicator of the word of God) produces the action upon themselves and for their own benefit.  They do whatever they have to do to get what is in their best interest, whether it is approbation, power, money, success, etc.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of direction (toward which the false-apostles transform or change themselves) from the masculine plural noun APOSTOLOS, meaning “into apostles” and the possessive genitive from the masculine singular noun CHRISTOS, meaning “of Christ.”
“attempting to transform themselves into apostles of Christ.”
2 Cor 11:13 corrected translation
“Because such men [are] pseudo-apostles, dishonest workmen, attempting to transform themselves into apostles of Christ.”
Explanation:
1.  “Because such men [are] pseudo-apostles,”

a.  Paul gives us the reason why he will continue boasting about the faith of the Corinthians—because false or fake-apostles continues to exist at the time of writing.


b.  Paul characterizes these men as a certain type of men in the previous passage.  They are the kind who boast about themselves and what they are doing or have done.


c.  False apostles or false communicators of the word of God will always exist throughout the Church Age.


d.  They are a special category or type of person.  They are unique in their claims to be equal to or the successors of the apostles.


e.  There are no successors to the apostles.  The pope is not the successor to anyone, except his own mother and father.


f.  These type of characters are characterized by having no character.



(1)  They are arrogant, claiming to have authority from God that they do not have.



(2)  They are arrogant, claiming to have power from God that they do not have.



(3)  They are arrogant, claiming to have a message from God that they do not have.



(4)  They are arrogant, claiming to be something they are not.



(5)  They are liars.  Therefore, they have no character, no honor, no virtue, and no integrity.


g.  Therefore, Paul will keep on protecting believers from these false apostles by teaching about the authority of an apostle and taking pride in the true faith in Christ of those believers in Corinth who continue to respect and follow his authority.


h.  By so doing, Paul will cut off the false teaching of the false apostles, who teach things contrary to the authority of the word of God and the authority of the real apostles.


i.  False apostles, false prophets, false pastors, and false healers have already rejected the authority of the word of God.  Therefore, they cannot have a true message from God, nor will they accept the authority of any true apostle, true prophet, or true pastor.  (There are no true healers any more in the Church Age, since they were only used by God prior to the completion of the canon of Scripture.)

2.  “dishonest workmen,”

a.  2 Tim 2:15 says pastors are to “Do your best [spare no effort] to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth.”


b.  False-communicators of the word of God cannot do this.


c.  They are dishonest in how they study and handle the word of God.



(1)  Most come to their study of the word of God with preconceived notions about what the text means before they ever exegete it.  Therefore, they exegete the passage in such a manner that their translation or meaning of some word or phrase fits their theology.  This is dishonest, since all theology is built on exegesis of the word of God and not vice versa.



(2)  Many come to their study of the word of God not knowing the original languages of Scripture.  Therefore, they form human viewpoint opinions based on the translation of someone else, who also had preconceived ideas about the meaning of the text.



(3)  Many don’t study the word of God at all, and simply tell people what they think the word of God ought to mean, regardless of what it really says.  This is the basis of most religion and all sects.



(4)  Many false communicators twist Scripture in one fashion or another to make it fit their concepts of what they want it to say.



(5)  Many are lazy and don’t study the word of God.  Therefore, they cannot even call themselves “workmen.”


d.  As 2 Tim 2:15 says, the communicator of doctrine is expected to do his best or spare no effort, which means to work to the point of exhaustion in preparing to present the word of God to others.


e.  The reason God’s workman does this is so that he will always be accurate in what he teaches.


f.  Being accurate is what keeps a workman from being ashamed.  The greatest shame a pastor ever has is not some sin, but saying that such-and-such a concept is taught in the word of God, when in fact it is not.


g.  Pastors receive double-discipline just to prevent this from happening.


h.  James W. Sire in his book Scripture Twisting: 20 Ways the Cults Misread the Bible, includes the following methods of false teachers:



(1)  Inaccurate Quotation—saying a quotation from the Bible refers to one thing (e.g., the gospel) when in fact it refers to something else (the law).



(2)  Twisted Translation—adding to or subtracting from a correct translation.



(3)  The Biblical Hook—using a Bible quote to hook people into listening, but then continuing to talk about your personal belief system, which has nothing to do with the passage you quoted.



(4)  Ignoring the immediate context.



(5)  Collapsing contexts—when two or more unrelated texts are treated as if they belonged together, a corruption of comparing Scripture with Scripture.  This is putting together texts which don’t belong together.



(6)  Overspecification—this is going beyond what the text says to draw more detailed or specific conclusions than are legitimate.  They read into the Bible a meaning that is either not possible or is far more specific than the text actually confirms.



(7)  Word play—this is the urge to develop the meaning of the Greek or Hebrew word based on a play on words from the English translation.



(8)  The figurative fallacy—this is thinking that because a word (e.g. water) is used figuratively once in the Scripture that it is always used figuratively or vice versa.  This includes mistaking the literal for the figurative and the figurative for the literal.



(9)  Speculative readings of predictive prophecy—this includes looking for a further fulfillment of a prophecy the Bible states has already been fulfilled.



(10)  Saying but not citing—cult leaders proclaim the Bible says something, but they do not cite the Scripture.  False teachers pretend the evidence exists, when in fact it does not.



(11)  Selective Citing—citing only those texts which seem to prove your point and ignoring those which contradict your point completely.  This includes citing only a portion of a given text or taking that text out of context.



(12)  Inadequate Evidence—Where the Bible does not give enough evidence to draw solid conclusions in some area, false teachers speculate the answer or further evidence to make the Bible say what they want it to say.  They make the passage of Scripture say more than what it actually says.



(13)  Confused Definition—basing your doctrinal conclusions on a wrong meaning of a word, such as “Thou shall not kill” which is incorrectly translated “Thou shall not murder.”  Another case of this is confusing or altering that accepted meaning or definition of a biblical term, like Trinity.  This also includes when the testimony of Scripture is distorted to agree with a preconceived viewpoint.



(14)  Ignoring alternative explanations—this includes ignoring evidence that does not agree with your preconceived ideas.  This includes adopting a wild explanation or interpretation of a passage, when an ordinary, plain, straightforward explanation of what the passage says will do.  Does the meaning flow with the rest of the context?



(15)  The Obvious Fallacy—this is where the false teacher wants you to think his explanation of the passage is so obvious that no other explanation could possibly be correct.  Therefore the case is closed and his interpretation is correct.  Key words and phrases that point to this twisting are: obviously, clearly, certainly, undoubtedly, no one can reasonably doubt, all reasonable people hold that, any intelligent person can see, etc.



(16)  Virtue by Association—this is the argument that if you can associate your view with Jesus, the Bible, the apostles, the patriarchs, any of the good guys of the Judeo-Christian tradition, then your argument is credible and correct.  For example, when the Mormons associate the Book of Mormon with the Scriptures.



(17)  Esoteric Interpretation—this is the secret, hidden, inner meaning of the text of Scripture that only the “spiritual” can understand.



(18)  Supplementing Biblical Authority—this is adding to the Bible with new revelation or saying that such and such a person is a new biblical authority.



(19)  Rejecting Biblical Authority—this is the error of naturalistic presupposition, e.g., that man evolved rather than was created.



(20)  World-View Confusion—this occurs when a reader of Scripture fails to interpret the Bible within the intellectual and cultural framework of the Bible itself but uses instead a foreign frame of reference.  This is taking scriptural statements, stories, commands, or symbols, which have a particular meaning or set of related meanings with the biblical frame of reference, and lifting them out and placing them in another frame of reference.  The result is that the original, intended meaning is lost or distorted, and a new and quite different meaning is substituted.  You must always interpret the text in terms of its original historical and literary context.

3.  “attempting to transform themselves into apostles of Christ.”

a.  Paul now gives us the attendant circumstances as to how these false-apostles make themselves what they are.


b.  They are so arrogant that they actually think that they are able to transform themselves by their good deeds, good works, holiness, personal righteousness, and “spiritual knowledge” into what only God the Holy Spirit can create—a true apostle.


c.  False-teachers of the word of God attempt to make themselves into what they think an apostle ought to be, not necessarily what God says an apostle is.


d.  They attempt to make themselves into what they think others want them to be rather than what God says they are.  If God says you are not one of His communicators, then you are not.  There is no sense trying to make yourself into something you are not.


e.  No man has the power or ability to make himself an apostle of Christ.  Yet, there are religious types throughout the Church Age who have attempted to do so, and are still trying to do so.


f.  Even the Antichrist during the Tribulation will attempt this same feat, since antichrist in Greek means “instead of Christ.”  He attempts to make himself into Christ Himself and not just an apostle of Christ.


g.  Apostleship was a spiritual gift of God, given at the moment of salvation to certain men, only during the pre-canon period of the Church Age.


h.  The gift of apostleship ceased when the last apostle (John) died.  There are no more apostles today and no one can make themselves into apostles.


i.  However, there were many men during Paul’s day traveling from town to town and claiming to be apostles of Christ, appointed by God the Holy Spirit, and having a special message from God.  These men were generally demon-possessed unbelievers being used by Satan to spread a false message of salvation and confuse believers.  This worked for a time in the Corinthian church, and was tried in several other churches without success.


j.  Paul will never stop teaching the truth and proclaiming the authority of the true apostles as long as he lives, because he knows that Satan will continue to put forward his false-apostles as counterfeits to confuse the issue of God’s message.


k.  Nothing has changed since the beginning of the Church Age.  There are many false-apostles.  You can see living examples on many of the television programs we have today.
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