2 Corinthians 11:11



 - is the preposition DIA plus the accusative of cause from the neuter singular relative pronoun TIS, meaning literally, “For what reason,” which “in direct questions means why?”

“Why?”

 - is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “Because” plus the negative OUK, meaning “not” and the first person singular present active indicative from the verb AGAPAW, which means “to love” and refers to the integrity or virtue-love that believers have for one another.


The present tense is a perfective present which emphasizes a present reality (in this case that does not exist) that came into being in the past.


The active voice indicates that Paul has not produced this action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered with factual information.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the Corinthians.

“Because I have not loved you?”

 - is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God.”  Finally, we have the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb OIDA, meaning “to know.”


The perfect tense is a gnomic perfect for a state or condition that has always existed and will always exist.


The active voice indicates that God has and always will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This is elliptical and demands an additional phrase in English to finish the thought, such as “God knows [that I have].”

“God knows [that I have].”
2 Cor 11:11 corrected translation
“Why?  Because I have not loved you?  God knows [that I have].”

Explanation:
1.  “Why?  Because I have not loved you?”

a.  Paul asks the rhetorical question of the Corinthians as to why he will not stop being proud of them or boasting about them.


b.  He asks “why” for them, and then answers his own question with another question.


c.  The question “Because I have not loved you?” demands a negative response.  No, it is not because he has not loved them, but because he has loved them.


d.  Paul is continuing to be proud of the Corinthian believers’ faith in Christ because he has loved them in the past with the result that he keeps on loving them right now.


e.  And what was the great love that Paul had for the Corinthian church?  Virtue-love, integrity-love, that is, an honorable love based on the doctrine in his own soul, not because the Corinthians earned or deserved it.  God knows they did not deserve it.


f.  Paul loved the Corinthians as much as the Ephesians, the Philippians, the Colossians, the Romans, and even the Jerusalem church.


g.  They knew he loved them, and he demonstrated it over and over again to them in many ways.


h.  Paul isn’t a bit angry at them.  He is not grinding them into the dust.  He is not pleading with them, nor shouting at them.  He is quietly and softly explaining to them what they already know to be true and need to remember.


i.  Pastors generally love their congregations, though it is not required of them.  It is hard for them not to because of the positive volition of everyone in the congregation at one time or another.

2.  “God knows [that I have].”

a.  Even though the Corinthians may not realize how much Paul loves them and has tolerated them in the past, God knows.


b.  Because God is omniscient, God knows everything, especially how much we love or don’t love others.


c.  In this case God knew in eternity past that Paul would love the Corinthians, just as Titus now does also.


d.  God knew in eternity past and at the time of writing what Paul thought of the Corinthians.  (Notice that the issue is not what Paul felt, but what he thought.  Love is a system of thinking, not feeling.  Feeling is a response to thought.)


e.  It was more important to Paul that God knew what he thought of the Corinthians than that the Corinthians knew what he thought of them.


f.  God is always more important in our lives than other people.  If He is not, then you have your priorities wrong.

3.  Omniscience.


a.  God is all wise.  He knows perfectly and eternally all that is knowable, whether actual or possible.  Ps 33:13‑15, 139:2, 147:4; Mt 6:8, 10:29‑30; Heb 4:13; Acts 15:8; Mal 3:16; Isa 46:9‑10, 44:7-8.


b.  There are three factors of divine knowledge:



(1)  It is eternal, Acts 15:18.



(2)  It is incomprehensible, Rom 11:33.



(3)  It is wise, Eph 3:10.


c.  Every detail of creation and history is in God’s mind at all times.


d.  Therefore the future is as perspicuous to God as the past.


e.  God foreknows the future.  Since events take place according to His councils, He foreknows.  But God's foreknowledge is not predetermination!  He knows but doesn’t interfere with your volition.


f.  God foreknows the functions of every free will.  He foreknows what will be the choice of other beings.


g.  Likewise God may motivate their choice by gracious influence through Bible doctrine, but He doesn’t coerce.


h.  God’s knowledge is not subject to development, reasoning, regretting, foreboding, or depression.
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