2 Corinthians 10:8
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- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunctive particle GAR, meaning “For.”  With this we have the third class conditional particle EAN, meaning “if and it may or may not happen.”  The particle TE is evenly split in the manuscript evidence.  This construction is found four times in Rom 14:8, “For just as when we live, we live to the Lord, so also when we die, we die to the Lord; so not only if we live but also if we die, we are the Lord's.”  The particle was probably inserted by a scribe here because he remembered its use in Rom 14:8 by Paul.  It is used to indicate a close personal relationship.  This is followed by the comparative use of the adverb of manner PERISSOS, which means “what exceeds usual expectation—extraordinary, remarkable” and is used here as a comparative, meaning “greater, more, further;” the neuter singular form is used as an adverb, meaning “even more, exceedingly, abundantly.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “anything, something.”  This is followed by the first person singular aorist deponent middle subjunctive from the verb KAUCHAOMAI, which means “to be proud of something; to mention something in order to brag about it=to boast.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which presents the action as a fact without reference to its progress.


The deponent middle is middle in form, but active in meaning.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive, which is used with the particle EAN to indicate the possibility of this action taking place.

Then we have the preposition PERI plus the adverbial genitive of reference from the feminine singular article and noun EXOUSIA and the possessive genitive from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, which means “concerning our authority.”

“For if I should mention something further concerning our authority,”

- is the genitive feminine singular relative pronoun HOS, used as an accusative direct object of the verb, which follows.  It is translated “which” and refers to the “authority” of Paul and the other communicators of doctrine with him.  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which gathers the action into a single whole and regards it from the viewpoint of its completion—the results of a completed action.


The active voice indicates that the Lord produces the action of giving this authority.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS, which means “the Lord” and refers to Jesus Christ, who gave this authority over the Church to His delegated representatives—communicators of doctrine.  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the feminine singular noun OIKODOMĒ, which means “for the purpose of edification, building up.”

“which the Lord has given for the purpose of edification”

 - is the simple connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” with the negative OUK, meaning “not” and the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the feminine singular noun KATHAIRESIS, meaning “destruction, tearing down, to cause someone or something to be less able or to lose capacity—to weaken, to tear down, to make less able.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your.”

“and not for the purpose of your destruction,”

 - is the absolute negative adverb OUK, meaning “not” plus the first person singular future passive indicative from the verb AISCHUNW, which means “to be ashamed, to be embarrassed, to be disgraced, to be dishonored.”


The future tense is predictive future affirms what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that Paul will receive the action of not being embarrassed, ashamed, disgraced, or dishonored.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“I will not be embarrassed [disgraced or dishonored].”
2 Cor 10:8 corrected translation
“For if I should mention something further concerning our authority, which the Lord has given for the purpose of edification and not for the purpose of your destruction, I will not be embarrassed [disgraced or dishonored].”

Explanation:
1.  “For if I should mention something further concerning our authority,”

a.  Paul continues by explaining why his carnal critics should reconsider their rejection of his authority.


b.  He expresses his explanation in the form of a conditional sentence.  This is the protasis (or premise) of the sentence.


c.  Paul says that it is more probably or likely that he will talk about spiritual authority in the future.  This is a part of the teaching of the word of God, and he is not going to shy away from teaching any biblical subject.


d.  He has discussed his authority several times before in this letter and his previous correspondence with the Corinthians and he is not about to stop now.


e.  So his critics can expect that he will continue to teach about God’s delegated authority to communicators of the word of God, just as he has done in the past.


f.  Paul’s critics have rejected his apostolic authority and the authority of other pastors in the past, and apparently they are continuing to do so now.  This was part of Titus’ report to Paul.  Most of the Corinthian church had rebounded, recovered spiritually, and recognized Paul’s authority.  However, there were apparently a few men (probably the leaders of the various sects (“I am for Apollos” “I am for Peter” “I am for Christ”) who still rejected Paul and wanted to grab power for themselves.


g.  Since both he and his critics belong to Christ, and Paul has the spiritual gift of representing the Lord and proclaiming His message, then if Paul should continue saying something about the authority of communicators of doctrine, his carnal critics had better listen for their own good.

2.  “which the Lord has given for the purpose of edification and not for the purpose of your destruction,”

a.  Before Paul goes to his conclusion he adds a parenthetical thought regarding the authority of communicators of doctrine.


b.  The communicator of God’s word has been given authority by God to dogmatically state what God’s message is to mankind.


c.  This authority is designed to teach the congregation what God wants them to know.


d.  This authority is not designed to cut the congregation to pieces and destroy them spiritually.


e.  No pastor has the right to abuse his God-given authority.  Abuse of his authority is defined here as using it to destroy the congregation.



(1)  Congregations are destroyed by the pastor not teaching doctrine dogmatically.



(2)  Congregations are destroyed by the pastor allowing women to run the church.



(3)  Congregations are destroyed by the pastor allowing himself to be bullied by the deacons.



(4)  Congregations are destroyed by the pastor constantly telling the congregation what is wrong with them rather than telling them what is right with God.


f.  The communicator of doctrine has one primary focus—the love of God for the Church.  This is a positive message of salvation, opportunity, love, blessing, happiness, and security.


g.  The pastor must explain sin, restoration to fellowship with God, use and abuse of authority, and many other things.  But his primary message is God’s love for us, what He has done to demonstrate that love, and what He expects us to do about it.


h.  Edification is the construction of the spiritual building in the soul of the believer.



(1)  The foundation of that building is understanding the person and work of Jesus Christ—our so-great salvation.



(2)  The first floor is understanding humility as the recognition of and obedience to God’s authority, or authority orientation.



(3)  The second floor is trusting in God, or faith orientation.



(4)  The third floor is understanding grace, or grace orientation.



(5)  The fourth floor is understanding the importance the word of God in the spiritual life, or doctrinal orientation.



(6)  The fifth floor is understanding the plan of God and your relationship to that plan, or destiny orientation.



(7)  The sixth floor is understanding God’s love for us, our love for God, and our love for others, or love orientation.



(8)  The seventh floor is understanding happiness, or happiness orientation.


i.  Therefore, the pastor teaches various orientations as a part of his God-given authority: salvation orientation, authority orientation, faith orientation, grace orientation, doctrinal orientation, destiny orientation, love orientation, and happiness orientation.


j.  All of these subjects are designed to build the spiritual life of the congregation.  Therefore, Paul was not about to shy away from teaching about authority orientation, which was exactly what the Corinthian congregation needed at this point in their spiritual recovery.


k.  God has given Paul the subject matter and the responsibility of teaching all of these things to further the spiritual growth of the recovering Corinthians.  He was not going to hinder that progress by tiptoeing around authority in the local church, just to keep from offending his critics in the church.


l.  In the same manner, Paul was not going to throw his weight around and start telling off the congregation because of their lack of authority orientation, and stupidity for following these idiots in the congregation that were just trying to grab power.


m.  Paul was not interested in antagonizing anyone, nor would he deliberately teach certain subjects to drive people away from the word of God.  That is also abuse of a pastor’s authority and he has no right to do such a thing.


n.  The teaching of doctrine is not designed to cause people to react to what is taught and reject doctrine and leave the church.  It is not designed to do that, but that is exactly what happens.  Why?  This happens because believers have sin natures and are often just looking for an excuse to get out of a church, to try to take over control of the church, or to get rid of the current pastor of a church.  This is what happened in Corinth and it is still happening in churches today.

3.  “I will not be embarrassed [disgraced or dishonored].”

a.  This is Paul’s conclusion or apodosis of his explanation.


b.  There is a twofold connotation here.



(1)  This means that Paul will never be embarrassed to teach what God’s word has to say about divinely delegated authority to communicators of doctrine.



(2)  It also connotes that Paul does not want to be disgraced or dishonored publicly again in Corinth by someone openly rejecting his authority in the congregation.


c.  Paul has a dual message here.



(1)  He wants all of the Corinthians to know that he is never ashamed or embarrassed to teach doctrine, regardless of what the subject might be.



(2)  Paul is not ashamed or embarrassed to explain to others that God has given him the authority to represent Him or to proclaim His message.



(3)  Paul is also sending a message to his critics that he has no intention of allowing them to disgrace or dishonor him again.  He is saying, “If I teach about my authority, I will not be embarrassed by you, I will not be disgraced by you, I will not allow you to dishonor me.”


d.  This is a two-sided warning to the Corinthians.



(1)  On the one hand Paul fully intends to teach the Corinthians about God’s delegated authority and their orientation to it, because that was the issue that caused all the problems in the first place.



(2)  On the other hand, when Paul does teach this doctrine again, he will do so accurately and correctly as he should for the building up of the church, and he will not tolerate any opposition this time.


e.  Paul was being gracious to the critical Corinthians still cloistered in carnality.  He told them in advance to be careful what they said or did before he got there face-to-face.


f.  No pastor should ever be embarrassed or ashamed of his God-given authority to proclaim the word of God.


g.  Likewise no pastor should ever allow himself to be disgraced or dishonored publicly a second time by any carnal, power-grabbing believer.  You grace them out the first time, but you don’t let them get away with it again.
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