2 Corinthians 10:17



 - is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “But.”  With this we have the nominative masculine singular articular present deponent middle/passive participle KAUCHAOMAI, which means “to boast, to take pride in something or someone.”


The nominative masculine singular subject refers to any believer in the Church, “the one who.”

The present tense is a durative present for a condition that exists throughout the Church Age.


The deponent middle/passive is middle/passive in form but active in meaning.  Any believer in the Church Age is expected to produce the action.


The participle is an ascriptive participle, being used as a substantive and functioning as the subject of the main verb that follows.

“But the one who boasts [takes pride]”

- is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the proper noun KURIOS, meaning “in the Lord.”  Finally, we have the third person singular present deponent middle/passive imperative from the verb KAUCHAOMAI, which means “to boast, to take pride in.”


The present tense is a customary present for what is reasonably expected of the believer.  It is also a static present for a condition that perpetually exists.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning.  Any believer is able to produce this action.


The imperative mood is a command.

“must boast [take pride] in the Lord.”
2 Cor 10:17 corrected translation
“But the one who boasts [takes pride] must boast [take pride] in the Lord.”

Explanation:
1.  “But the one who boasts [takes pride]”

a.  Paul was not inclined to boast in what had been accomplished in another person’s sphere or area of operations.  In contrast Paul did boast, but only in the sphere of the Lord.


b.  Paul recognizes that there were braggarts in Corinth.  Not only was it reported to him by others, but he had probably experienced it personally on his visits there.


c.  Paul knew there were still carnal believers in Corinth boasting about whom they followed (I am for Paul; I am for Apollos, etc.)


d.  As long as the sin nature exists there will always be believers who want to boast or brag about something.


e.  The other meaning of the word KAUCHOMAI also applies here.  The other meaning is to take pride in something or someone.  Everyone takes pride in someone or something else at one time or another in life.


f.  Generally there is nothing wrong with taking pride in someone or something else.  The problem is that there is a fine line between taking pride in another and arrogance.  The former develops into the latter faster than we realize.


g.  There is nothing sinful about taking pride in someone, but as Church Age believers we are ordered to take pride in the Lord.

2.  “must boast [take pride] in the Lord.”


a.  This is a dogmatic command that applies to all Church Age believers.


b.  If we are going to take pride in anyone or boast about anyone, then the object must be our Lord Jesus Christ.


c.  We are never commanded to boast about ourselves or boast about others, but rather to boast only about our Lord.


d.  The purpose for our existence is to praise the Lord Jesus Christ, which is synonymous to boasting in the Lord, Eph 1:12-14, “in order that we [royal family of God], who first trusted in Christ, should be for the praise of His glory; in whom also, when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation, in whom also when you believed you were sealed by means of the Holy Spirit with reference to the promise [portfolio of invisible assets], who is the guarantee of our inheritance for the release of your assets for the praise of His glory.”

3.  Parallel passages.


a.  Jer 9:24, “‘but let him who boasts boast of this, that he understands and knows Me, that I am the Lord who exercises lovingkindness, justice and righteousness on earth; for I delight in these things,’ declares the Lord.”


b.  1 Cor 1:31, “in order that, just as it stands written, ‘Let the one who boasts, boast on account of the Lord.’”
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