2 Corinthians 10:16



- is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the neuter plural article and the adverb HUPEREKEINA, which means “beyond—to the lands that lie beyond you.”
  With this we have the adverbial genitive of place from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you.”  This is followed by the aorist middle infinitive from the verb EUAGGELIZW, which means “to proclaim the gospel.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist for a fact without reference to its progress, beginning, or end.  This is also a futuristic aorist for an event which has not in fact happened but which is so certain to happen that it is depicted as though it had already happened.


The middle voice is a dynamic middle, which indicates that Paul and those with him will be intimately involved in producing the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.

“to proclaim the gospel to the places beyond you,”

 - is the absolute negative OUK, meaning “not.”  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the masculine plural adjective ALLOTRIOS, which means “belonging to another person, another person’s” and the masculine singular noun KANWN, meaning “standard, rule; sphere, area, limit.”  Here it means another person’s sphere or area of operation.  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the neuter plural article and adjective HETOIMOS, which means “what has been accomplished (by someone else).”
  Finally, we have the aorist deponent middle infinitive from the verb KAUCHAOMAI, which means “to boast.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist for a fact without reference to its beginning, end, or progress.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning—Paul and those with him producing the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.
“not to boast in what has been accomplished in another person’s sphere [area of operations].”
2 Cor 10:16 corrected translation
“to proclaim the gospel to the places beyond you, not to boast in what has been accomplished in another person’s sphere [area of operations].”

Explanation:
1.  “to proclaim the gospel to the places beyond you,”

a.  The entire sentence reads, “For we are not overextending ourselves by not coming to you, for as far as even you we previously came with the gospel of Christ, not boasting excessively in the sphere of another person’s labors, but having confidence (if your doctrine increases in you) to be magnified abundantly as a result of our limits [sphere of influence] to proclaim the gospel to the places beyond you, not to boast in what has been accomplished in another person’s sphere [area of operations].”


b.  Paul has complete confidence that he will proclaim the gospel to places beyond Corinth.

Those places include Rome and Spain.


c.  Paul knew he was not overextending himself or the area of his operations and sphere of work because he knew he was supposed to extend his field of missionary endeavors to areas far beyond Greece.  The whole western Empire had yet to see an apostle, and he was the apostle to the Gentiles.


d.  We know from Rom 1:15 that Paul wanted to go to Rome, “So, for my part, I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome.”  And we know from 2 Tim 1:17 that he eventually made it there, “but when he was in Rome, he eagerly searched for me and found me.”


e.  The fact that Paul intended to go to Spain is mentioned in Rom 15:24, “whenever I go to Spain for I hope to see you in passing, and to be helped on my way there by you, when I have first enjoyed your company for a while” and Rom 15:28, “Therefore, when I have finished this, and have put my seal on this fruit of theirs, I will go on by way of you to Spain.”

2.  “not to boast in what has been accomplished in another person’s sphere [area of operations].”

a.  Paul was not one to take credit for the work of others.  He would not boast about bringing the gospel to an area, moving on to another area, having a pastor work in the area he had just left, and then take credit for the spiritual growth produced by that pastor’s teaching.


b.  It is important to note here that each person has their own sphere of operations, their own area of influence and ministry.  One man has no right to encroach into another man’s sphere or area of work.


c.  Each geographical area of the world, country, state, county, province, or city is known perfectly to God.  He knows exactly who He wants working in any given location.  When God wants a man moved, He moves him.  When God wants a man to stay put, there he stays.


d.  No pastor has the right to take credit for the work of another.  Each pastor must stand or fall based on his own work.


e.  No pastor has the right to claim credit for the work done in another man’s area of operations.  He must work in his own area and leave the other areas alone.


f.  God decides the limits of your area of operations, regardless of your spiritual gift.


g.  There is no excuse for any pastor or any believer taking credit for anything that happens in the spiritual life because all of the credit belongs to the Lord Jesus Christ.


h.  No pastor should even care about receiving credit from someone else.  The only person who deserves the credit is the Lord Jesus Christ, and if the pastor is occupied with Christ, he wants his Lord to receive all the credit.
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