2 Corinthians 10:14
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- is the absolute negative OU, meaning “not” with the postpositive explanatory use of the conjunction GAR, meaning “For.”  Then we have the comparative use of the relative adverb HWS, meaning “as.”  This is followed by the negative MĒ, meaning “not” plus the nominative first person masculine plural present deponent middle/passive participle from the verb EPHIKNEOMAI, which means “to come to, reach, arrive.”


The nominative masculine plural refers to Paul and other communicators of the gospel.


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The deponent middle/passive is middle/passive in form but active in meaning—the missionaries and pastors who went to Corinth producing the action.


The participle is a modal participle, which may employ the particle HWS to indicate the manner in which the action of the main verb takes place.  It can use the words “by” or “as if” in the translation; hence, “by coming” or “as if coming or reaching.”

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”  This is followed by the first person plural present active indicative from the verb HUPEREKTEINW, which means “to engage in an activity beyond some limit, whether in intensity or extent—to overextend, to stretch out beyond, to overstep a limit.”


The present tense is a durative present for what began in the past and continues into the present.


The active voice indicates that Paul and others did not produce this action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the first person masculine plural reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, meaning “ourselves.”

“For we are not overextending ourselves by not coming to you,”

 - is the improper preposition ACHRI with the genitive of place from the second person personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you, as far as you.”  With this we have the postpositive explanatory use of the conjunction GAR, meaning “for” with the ascensive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “even.”  This is followed by the first person plural aorist active indicative from the verb PHTHANW, which means “to come previously, to come before.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist for a simple fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that Paul and others produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of manner from the neuter singular article and noun EUAGGELION, which means “the gospel” plus the descriptive/possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and proper noun CHRISTOS, meaning “of Christ.”

“for as far as even you we previously came with the gospel of Christ,”
2 Cor 10:14 corrected translation

“For we are not overextending ourselves by not coming to you, for as far as even you we previously came with the gospel of Christ,”

Explanation:
1.  “For we are not overextending ourselves by not coming to you,”

a.  Paul continues his thought with a further explanation concerning how far their missionary activity in spreading the gospel has taken them.


b.  They never overextended themselves when they went to a new location.  Why?  They only went where God the Holy Spirit directed that they go.  Acts 16:6-10, “They passed through the Phrygian and Galatian region, having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia; and after they came to Mysia, they were trying to go into Bithynia, and the Spirit of Jesus did not permit them; and passing by Mysia, they came down to Troas.  A vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was standing and appealing to him, and saying, ‘Come over to Macedonia and help us.’  When he had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go into Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them.”

c.  Paul was not overextending his mission field by going as far south into the Greek peninsula as Corinth.  Remember that he was writing from Philippi in the north.  Some of his critics may have accused Paul of not wanting to make the long land journey to Corinth from Philippi.  Paul counters this criticism by saying that he was well within his mission field and area of responsibility by going to Corinth in the first place, and has no problem with returning there again.


d.  It is not as if or as though Paul had never tried to reach Corinth or had never made it there.  He did come there.  He did reach or extend his missionary activity all the way into Greece as far as he could possibly go.  His critics have nothing of which to accuse him on this count.


e.  Paul has not stayed away from Corinth for the last three years because the Holy Spirit had prevented him from going back there.  Paul had a very successful teaching ministry in Ephesus and wanted to continue there as long as possible.  He was not neglecting the Corinthians.  Paul’s critics were very likely accusing him of neglect, as though or as if he would be overextending himself to return there.


f.  Paul didn’t use God the Holy Spirit as an excuse for staying away from Corinth.  Nothing prevented Paul from returning to Corinth to teach the word of God.  However, he had sent excellent teachers and was doing exactly what God the Holy Spirit wanted done in Ephesus.  So there was no reason for him to return to Corinth.


g.  Paul is sarcastically answering another false criticism of his critics.

2.  “for as far as even you we previously came with the gospel of Christ,”

a.  Paul then gives the Corinthians the perfect example to answer this criticism.  He traveled from Antioch of Syria through Asia and Macedonia as far as even Corinth to bring the gospel of Christ to them.


b.  If Paul was willing to go all the way to Corinth to bring the gospel message to these Gentiles as unbelievers, how much more willing would he be to bring doctrine to them now that they are rooted and grounded in Christ?  The answer is obvious.  Paul would go to any lengths, any distance to bring the teaching of the word of God to the Corinthians.


c.  If there was one place Paul was expected to not go, it was the party-town of Corinth.  But he did.  And his critics could never accuse him of finding any excuse for neglecting the Corinthians.

d.  Corinth was a major part of Paul’s mission field and would continue to be so as long as he lived.  No amount of criticism from a few misguided believers in Corinth could change that fact.


e.  In the future the Corinthians would receive the greatest of Paul’s letters: Romans, Ephesians, Colossians, Philemon, and Philippians, not to mention his letters to Titus and Timothy.
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