2 Corinthians 10:12



 - is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” with the absolute negative OU, meaning “not” plus the first person plural present active indicative from the verb TOLMAW, which means “dare, have the courage, be brave enough, bring oneself, or presume.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that Paul and those with him produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb EGKRINW, which means “to class someone with someone (in a play on words with SUGKRINW compare).”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the action into a single whole and regards it as a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that Paul and those with him produce the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of direct object of the verb or a complementary infinitive.

This is followed by the coordinating conjunction Ē, meaning “or” plus the aorist active infinitive from the verb SUGKRINW, which means “to compare.”  The morphology of this infinitive is the same as the previous infinitive.  Then we have the accusative direct object from the first person masculine plural reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, which means “ourselves” followed by the instrumental of association from the masculine plural indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “with some people, with any.”  Then we have the articular genitive masculine plural present active participle from the verb SUNISTĒMI, which means in its transitive use in the active and passive voice “to bring together, unite, collect; present, introduce or recommend someone to some-one else,”
 but the basic meaning from Attic Greek is “to unite, band together.”
  This is its meaning here and is a direct reference to those groups of people in the Corinthian church who were banding together to form splinter groups.


The article is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “who.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what was currently happening in Corinth.


The active voice indicates that certain people in the Corinthian church were continuing to produce this action.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the third person masculine plural reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, which means “themselves.”
“For we do not presume to class or compare ourselves with some who band themselves together,”
 - is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” plus the nominative subject from the third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a demonstrative pronoun “those.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the third person masculine plural reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, meaning “by themselves; or by one another.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the third person masculine plural reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, meaning “themselves.”  Then we have the nominative masculine plural present active participle from the verb METREW, which means “to measure.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that these splinter-group believers are producing the action of measuring themselves by one another.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the simple connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative masculine plural present active participle from the verb SUGKRINW, which means “to compare.”  The morphology is identical to the previous participle.  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the third person masculine plural reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, meaning “themselves.”  This is followed by the instrumental of association from the third person masculine plural reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, meaning “with themselves, or with one another.”
“but those measuring themselves by one another and comparing themselves with one another”
 - is the absolute negative adverb OU, meaning “not” plus the third person plural present active indicative from the verb SUNIĒMI, which means “to understand, comprehend.”

The present tense is an aoristic present for a present fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that these believers who have united into cliques are the ones producing the action of not understanding or comprehending what they are doing.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“do not understand.”
2 Cor 10:12 corrected translation
“For we do not presume to class or compare ourselves with some who band themselves together, but those measuring themselves by one another and comparing themselves with one another do not understand.”
Explanation:
1.  “For we do not presume to class or compare ourselves with some who band themselves together,”

a.  Paul continues with a further explanation of what these splinter group believers in Corinth should be thinking about.


b.  Paul and the other communicators of the word of God with him do not even begin to put themselves in the same class as these arrogant believers in Corinth.


c.  Nor do they compare themselves with them.


d.  The problem these believers had was uniting or banding themselves together in little groups in the church.  They created splinter groups or cliques.


e.  The implication here is another one of the arguments of Paul’s critics in Corinth.  They argued that Paul had his little band of followers and the Lord had his little band of followers.  Why couldn’t they have their little band of followers also?


f.  Paul is quick to explain that those who are working with him are not his little band of followers.  He doesn’t have a clique of friends that have banded together to exclude others.


g.  Paul’s group of believers are co-workers for Christ.  They all follow Christ, not Paul.


h.  There is no class distinction in the royal family of God.


i.  We are not to form cliques in church.


j.  We are not to band together in opposition or splinter groups opposed to one another.


k.  Paul and those with him would not be so bold or so arrogant to do such a thing.


l.  Paul will not even compare himself or any of those with him with the splinter groups and cliques in Corinth.  Why?  The Corinthian church cliques have collaborated and conspired in continual carnality to corrupt the collected corporality of the church.  Paul wants nothing to do with these cliques and will not even form his own clique.

2.  “but those measuring themselves by one another and comparing themselves with one another”

a.  The basic problem with the people in these cliques is that they measure how well they are doing spiritually by comparing themselves with one another.


b.  They do not compare themselves with the perfect standards of the word of God, i.e., Bible doctrine or the teaching of their right pastor.


c.  These believers did not want to live up to the standards taught by the word of God, so they rejected the person teaching and formed their own groups in order to develop their own standards.


d.  In some cases people reject grace and set up legalistic standards of behavior.  In other cases people reject the commands of the word of God to live under the control of the Holy Spirit and live a life of carnality.  Both are systems of evil and perpetuate carnality.


e.  In order to determine one’s worth under these man-made systems of “spiritual living” each person in the group must measure and compare themselves with the other people in the group.


f.  Since you can always find someone in any group that you are better than (or at least make yourself believe you are better than), then you can consider yourself a success spiritually.  This is exactly what the believers in these splinter groups were doing.

3.  “do not understand.”

a.  The result was that they did not understand the teaching or standards of the word of God.


b.  Therefore, they did not understand what they were doing to themselves.


c.  They did not understand their carnality or the perpetuation of that carnality.


d.  They did not understand the contradictions they were creating in their own spiritual life.


e.  They did not understand that they were attempting to live a false spiritual life created by their own self-imposed, relative standards.

4.  The Problem of the Clique Syndrome.


a.  Why cliques are counter productive.



(1)  Because they undermine legitimate authority of husbands, parents, and pastors.



(2)  Therefore, cliques create a marriage within a marriage, a family within a family, and a church within a church.



(3)  Because a clique establishes dependency on others, it violates the doctrinal principle of privacy and freedom.  In a clique, you surrender your privacy.



(4)  Cliques establish elitism, which destroys normal social intercourse among Christians, so that previous friendships are destroyed. The clique ostracizes others, causing loneliness and discrimination within the local church.



(5)  Cliques have a way of destroying former friendships, thus creating loneliness.



(6)  Cliques limit spiritual growth and prevent those involved from ever reaching spiritual self-esteem.



(7)  Dependency on a clique sets aside Bible doctrine which is necessary to attain spiritual self-esteem.  In fact, the clique leader often redefines spiritual self-esteem in terms of bad human viewpoint.



(8)  Therefore, Bible doctrine is replaced by human viewpoint as the clique leader establishes control by counseling and even lecturing.



(9)  Divine good is replaced by dead works and human good is parlayed into evil.


b.  There are two clique syndromes:  the dominate-adaptive clique syndrome, and the co-dependency clique syndrome.



(1)  Both the dominant-adaptive syndrome and the co-dependency syndrome can be involved in one clique.  Both clique syndromes become involved in maximum production of good deeds and much Christian service, most of which is dead works or human good parlayed into evil.



(2)  Each clique syndrome has the following in common.




(a)  They first establish false standards of elitism, which do not represent the dynamic impact of invisible heroship.




(b)  They undermine three categories of authority in the local church:  the authority of the pastor-teacher; the authority of the husband in marriage; and the authority of parents in the family.




(c)  Cliques are always trying to rescue people.  Stop trying to rescue people; let them take the responsibility for their own lives and solve their own problems.  Parents have that privilege and responsibility for their children; it does not belong to anyone else.


c.  The Dominant-adaptive Clique Syndrome.



(1)  A Christian clique is defined as a narrow, exclusive group of Christians bonded by emotional dependence on its leadership.



(2)  The Christian clique is composed of several categories.




(a)  Clique leadership is usually composed of two persons, one is dominant and one is adaptive. 




(b)  Those closest to clique leadership are classified as the privileged ones.




(c)  The pawns are the gofers, controlled and manipulated by the clique leadership.




(d)  There is generally conflict between the two person leadership until the dominant and adaptive roles have been assumed.  Further conflict and tensions are removed from the two leaders by focusing their attention on someone else that needs help or has some apparent or real problem.  At this point, emphasis on production skills takes over, with only lip service to Bible doctrine.  Spiritual skills may be partially understood, but are ignored when the dominant one is filled with self-righteous and crusader arrogance or other arrogance factors.




(e)  Principles of doctrine are constantly ignored or set aside, especially principles related to the privacy of the believer and principles related to marriage and the family.  They are ignored or set aside by the dominant one in clique leadership, which results in using the clique like a net to capture people with problems, real or imagined; and to lure them away with short term solutions which bypass the problem solving devices of the Word of God.  Short term solutions are parlayed into control, manipulation, and dependency.




(f)  The dominant clique leader throws a bone to the adaptive leader by announcing to the pawns that the adaptive leader is now their authority.  The inevitable result includes counseling by the dominant leader and the provision of much activity for the adaptive leader.  This increases the emotional dependency of the pawns:  social dependency; special treats, so that fear of rejection by the clique is stronger than authority orientation to husbands, parents, and pastor.



(3)  Those involved in a Christian clique choose to be loyal to the clique leadership rather than Bible doctrine which is taught by the pastor-teacher.  This follows the wrong emphasis, the procedure of basing the Christian life on fellowship and friendship rather than Bible doctrine, and basing it on role models rather than pastor-teachers.  Jesus Christ is the only role model.  This is why Christian cliques and occupation with Christ are mutually exclusive.



(4)  Generally, clique leadership begins with the motivation of helping someone else.  But the leadership eventually becomes obsessed with controlling others.  Therefore, what begins as good deeds eventually becomes dead works through creating a dependency on people rather than on Bible doctrine.



(5)  There is a fine line between helping and controlling people.  People who are being helped are usually appreciative and responsive to the ones who help them.  Then comes the obsession with changing others, controlling others, reacting to the behavior pattern of others.  Clique leadership often feels bored, empty, and even worthless, if there is not someone around to help, a problem to solve in someone else's life, or even a crisis.  Hence, clique leadership establishes a reputation for helping others, for coming to the rescue.  This is compatible with the gift of helps and could be perfectly normal.  However, clique leadership crosses the invisible line between divine good and dead works when they create a dependency.  No matter how sincere the initial function of the spiritual gift of helps may be, it must never cross that invisible line of domination, manipulation, interference, or dependency.



(6)  The dependency occurs when there is a motivational change from the filling of the Holy Spirit in the spiritual life to arrogance and lust in the status of carnality.  This change is quite subtle and generally unnoticed until repercussions occur.



(7)  The dependency is created in counseling, which eventuates in control and manipulation of the lives of those who are being helped.  The counseling is generally conducted by the dominant leader, while the adaptive leader provides activities for the pawns.  This increases the emotional dependency to include social dependency, special treat dependency, and elite status, so that fear of rejection by the clique group begins to become stronger than authority orientation to husbands, to parents, and to pastors.



(8)  The clique leadership is naturally stimulated by their good deeds and influence on others.  Therefore, there infiltrates into the soul an enchantment with self in the role of leadership and an accompanying obsession with changing the lives of the clique to conform to the preconceived standards of clique leadership.  There is also a recruiting for the clique by the clique leadership.



(9)  As the dependency crystallizes into a clique, the authority of Bible doctrine shifts from the pulpit to clique leadership.  Dependence on the clique leader is established through the role model syndrome, which bonds the group to loyalty to the clique leader.  Once dependency is established, the pawns are often robbed of their independence to make their own decisions on the basis of the principles of Bible doctrine given from the pulpit.  This is due to excessive counseling, human viewpoint advice from the clique leader.  Inevitably, the standards and modus operandi of the cliques are established by the clique leaders, and especially the dominant one.  In cliques, people get their eyes on people, on self, and on things.



(10)  The obsession to control others replaces the spiritual gift of helps; for often blind arrogance has replaced the filling of the Holy Spirit and the application of doctrine to experience with an obsession to run the lives of other people.  Hence, clique leaders have changed from humble to arrogant believers.



(11)  Control and manipulation are given respectability by using bits of doctrine here and there to prove that God is on the side of the clique leaders.



(12)  The clique syndrome undermines the authority of husbands, parents, and pastors.  The victims are often young children, teenagers, lonely single persons, and unhappy wives.  Fear of rejection is stronger than authority orientation.



(13)  Cliques are abnormal emotional dependence on a group in contrast to normal social life among Christians, which involves friendship, companionship, rapport, communication, encouragement without creating dependency.  There are two exceptions for dependency:




(a)  Children.  They must recognize the authority of their parents and depend on parents or parent for their orientation to life.




(b)  Congregations.  They must recognize the authority of their pastor-teacher and depend on him to teach, to indoctrinate, to inculcate Bible doctrine.



(14)  Cliques have a way of interfering with the divine institution of marriage, family, and sometimes even with government in the case of Christian activism.  Cliques can undermine the authority of the pastor, and never understand the use of the problem solving devices of the protocol plan of God.  Unless believers break out of cliques, they will never understand the simple basic concept of live and let live.  Friendship often involves intimacy, advice, encouragement, rapport, communication, and companionship, which are all normal, but never control, possessiveness, dependency, manipulation, and interference.



(15)  Clique leaders filter all doctrine; and they distort it with human viewpoint, motivated by crusader arrogance.  For example, good deeds and Christian service do not include tampering with the Word of God.




(a)  Example:  Eph 6:1-3, “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is the right thing to do.  Honor your father and mother (which is the first commandment with a promise), so that it may turn out well for you [so that you may prosper], and so that you may live long on the earth.”




i.  Good deeds do not include the rearing of other people's children.  Two fathers or two mothers is an intrusion on family life, so that parental authority is undermined, and children lose a fantastic divine blessing.  Children are to obey their parents, not someone else.





ii.  Children are commanded to honor their father and mother, not love them.  It does not say honor the leader of a clique.



 

iii.  Your life will never turn out well and you will live a short life, unless you obey your parents and honor your father and mother.  Cliques oppose this by appointing surrogate parents.  There is no precedent in the Word of God for accepting the authority of any self-appointed surrogate parent.  No one has the right to take the place of a mother or father, whether the parents are divorced or not.




(b)  Col 3:23-24, “Whatever you do, accomplish it from your own soul, as to the Lord and not to people; knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance.  It is the Lord Christ whom you serve.”




i.  Every believer must live his life as unto the Lord, and not to please clique leaders.  When you start trying to please people, you will have a miserable life.





ii.  You can only change one life, your own, and only through cognition of Bible doctrine.





iii.  You can only change one person, yourself, and only through the application of epignosis doctrine.





iv.  If you control others in a clique, you lose control of your own life.





v.  You must not try to rescue people (to run, control, manipulate their lives).  You must allow each believer to take the responsibility for his or her own decisions, and to learn to solve their own problems from Bible doctrine.





vi.  You cannot walk on crutches (dependency on the clique) and execute the protocol plan of God.





vii.  The believer who walks on crutches is a pawn, controlled, manipulated, and dominated by the clique.



(16)  Cliques ignore or abandon spiritual skills, so that crusader arrogance dominates.  With crusader arrogance comes human viewpoint.  With human viewpoint comes control, manipulation, and interference.  With interference comes the establishment of role models and pseudo-authority figures, which attack legitimate authority in the home and pulpit.  



(17)  Being part of a clique is a sign of lack of spiritual self-esteem, a sign of dependence on a group.  A clique is always an emotional group with little possibility for common sense in its interpersonal action.  To understand and use the problem solving devices demands that you be on your own.  Your social life is the application of your spiritual life.  You have no privacy in a clique, which is far different than being a part of a social group.



(18)  In a clique, you will never come to occupation with Christ, and you will never have a normal relationship with your husband or wife.



(19)  Spiritual self-esteem and spiritual autonomy means you do not need a clique.  You refrain from controlling others, so that they can advance spiritually.  You cannot control others and at the same time maintain control of your own life.  You cannot manipulate others and at the same time be objective in your own decisions.  You remain helpful without hindering.  This is the true function of the gift of helps.



(20)  Concluding Principles.




(a)  You can only change one life, your own, and only through Bible doctrine.  Therefore, there is no excuse for a clique.




(b)  You can only change one person, yourself, and only through post-salvation epistemological rehabilitation.




(c)  If you control other believers as in a clique, you lose control of your own life.




(d)  Once those believers who have been controlling, manipulating, and creating a dependency through cliques understand this doctrine, they must release or free such believers so they can take the responsibility for their own lives, make their own decisions, and solve their own problems.




(e)  Therefore, the believer who remains in a clique is walking on crutches; he is under the control, domination, and manipulation of the clique leader.




(f)  Bible doctrine is so designed by the grace of God that all dependency is related to the grace of God and not to people.




(g)  The believer who walks on spiritual crutches cannot execute the protocol plan of God.


d.  The Co-dependency Clique Syndrome.



(1)  The co-dependency clique syndrome is defined as a narrow, exclusive group in which clique leadership and the clique group are bonded by a mutual emotional dependence.




(a)  In the dominant-adaptive clique the bond is emotional dependence on leadership.  But in the co-dependency clique, it is mutual emotional dependence.




(b)  The co-dependent clique can be defined as relationship based on emotional needs of clique leadership and the dependent believers.  The dominant clique leader, or controller, provides profuse flattery and attention which controls the dependents, so that they will think and do whatever the controller desires.





i.  The fear of not having power lust assuaged will cause the clique leader to control with extravagant flattery and attention.





ii.  The fear of not having approbation lust assuaged will cause the dependent ones to do and think whatever the controller desires.



(2)  The co-dependency clique is formed through the lust pattern of the sin nature.  The clique leader possesses self-righteous crusader arrogance plus a deep seated power lust which produces an obsession for controlling others.  Co-dependent leaders are reactionaries, and they overreact.



(3)  The dependent believers are generally unhappy, frustrated, discontented persons.  These types are always seeking happiness outside of themselves.  They want someone to make them happy.  Therefore, they gravitate to someone they think can provide happiness for them.




(a)  The dependent believer often comes from a disastrous childhood experience.  Often in their self-pity, they never felt loved or approved by their parents.  Consequently, the dependent believer seeks love, approbation, and approval from the clique leader.  In fact, the dependents in this category try to prove that they are good enough to be loved.  Hence, they center their lives around people, and this distracts them from Bible doctrine.




(b)  Dependent types worry about being rejected by the clique leader.



(4)  There are some pre-clique mechanics.




(a)  The dominant believer or controller has a very deep seated, and often unrecognized, lust for power.




(b)  The dependent believer has a deep seated, and often unrecognized, lust for approbation.




(c)  The lust for power and lust for approbation gravitate toward one another.  This is how co-dependency is developed.  Neither category knows themselves well enough to understand what has happened to them.




(d)  Power and approbation are emotional lusts; hence, they have an inordinate desire for fulfillment.




(e)  These inordinate needs are often caused by incomplete emotional development within an environmental setting during one or more stages of human development.  The inordinate needs are developed during the stages of human development:





i.  Childhood, age zero through twelve.





ii.  Adolescence, age thirteen through twenty-one.



(5)  These lusts are generally developed from failure to fulfill the two divine mandates of Eph 6:1-3:  obey your parents; and honor your father and your mother.




(a)  In childhood, the first stage of human development, parental authority is necessary for the attainment of integrity.  Integrity begins with obedience.  Integrity gives us capacity for life and love.  Teenagers with integrity do not have problems with drugs, alcohol, sex, and the arrogance complex of sins.  Cliques come between children and their parents.  The child is commanded to obey his parents.




(b)  In adolescence, the second stage of development, honor and respect for parents is absolutely necessary for the attainment of integrity.  As a believer, Jesus Christ is your best friend, not your parents.  You are commanded to honor your father and your mother.  
  



(c)  If these two commands are obeyed, in childhood the person will have the foundation for integrity plus virtue.  The key is obedience to parents, not to adults outside of the home.  Note that there is no command from God for children or adolescents to love their parents, because they do not have capacity for love.  God never commands what is impossible.  If you give honor and respect to one parent and not to the other, you have lost your integrity.




(d)  In human development, integrity must precede capacity for love and capacity for life.  Integrity must be developed in the home in relationship to your own parent or parents, not in relationship to clique leaders or role models.  You learn to handle loneliness from integrity.




(e)  Two attitudes towards parents result in the attainment of integrity:  obedience to parents in childhood, honor and respect for both your parents in adolescence.  If a person makes too many mistakes in adolescence, then it is very difficult to develop integrity in adulthood.




(f)  Disobedience and lack of honor and respect for parents in childhood develop frustrations and emotional lusts (power lust and approbation lust) that are indelibly registered into the lust pattern of the sin nature.  Your weaknesses are printed into your sin nature during your formative years of childhood and adolescence.  You can continue disobedience in adolescence through the various lust patterns, and as a result, put into your sin nature certain wishes and desires that are not normal because of the scars of childhood.  As adults, these people have scars on their soul they themselves do not even understand or realize they have.



(g)  Children can and must have integrity.  The children who possess virtue and integrity from obeying their parents do not have problems related to scar tissue of the soul, and keep their souls clear from scar tissue.  Obedience, not love, insulates children from the problems of youth.  Teenagers can have integrity, but not if they are in a clique.  Teenagers in a clique honor someone above their parents, or they would not be in the clique.  Teenagers who honor or make a role model out of a clique leader have no virtue.  Teenagers who have virtue and integrity from honoring their parents do not have scar tissue of the soul and the problems of adolescence.




(h)  Many people emerge from youth with scar tissue of the soul.  This scar tissue may be classified as environmental handicaps.  These handicaps occur because people fail to fulfill these two divine mandates.  Therefore, many people emerge from youth, not with integrity from obedience to their parents or honoring their parents, but with a lust pattern in both dominant and recessive personalities.  The dominant personality develops a power lust, and the recessive personality develops an approbation lust.  If the believer is not aware of these environmental handicaps, these lusts will be the driving force and motivation in their lives, even though they are not aware of it.  These environmental handicaps become the driving force in life.




(i)  Only Bible doctrine can correct sin nature drives and lusts.  Distraction from doctrine will result in failing to resolve these problems of scar tissue of the soul.



(6)  One of the greatest distractions from Bible doctrine is to become involved in a co-dependency clique syndrome, where emotional lusts, developed in childhood, are assuaged.  Continuous involvement in cliques means the promise of Eph 6:3 (that you may live a long and prosperous life) will never be fulfilled, and the believer involved in the clique will never reach spiritual self-esteem.  If the unbeliever fails in the formative years, they have nothing to fall back on.



(7)  God keeps His word, and He has made a promise to all children: if they obey, honor, and respect their parents, they will have a long and prosperous life.  Therefore, do not let involvement in a clique keep you from developing integrity.  Never put anyone before your father or mother, even if they are divorced.




(a)  Both parents must be honored, even if they are divorced.  You are not to judge the actions or behavior of your parents (exception - molestation).  Never allow others to judge your parents.  Never allow others to run down your spouse.




(b)  If you have a step-mother or step-father, this honor and respect extends to them as well.



(8)  Summary Principles.




(a)  Obedience to parents is the foundation for virtue and integrity in life.




(b)  Honoring father and mother (or step-parents) is the superstructure for virtue and integrity in life.




(c)  The development of honor and integrity in the home results in capacity for love and capacity for life, and a stabilized love and a stabilized life.




(d)  For the individual believer or unbeliever who develops virtue and integrity in his or her home as a child, God has promised a long and happy life.




(e)  The young people who do not obey these mandates of Eph 6:1-2 develop scar tissue of the soul and environmental handicaps (which are deep seated, often unknown, sin nature drives).  And by the sin nature drives, they destroy their own lives under the law of volitional responsibility plus punitive action from God.




(f)  This is why clique leaders often rationalize that they are being tested for blessing, when in reality, clique leaders are being judged for distracting young people from their homes and the doctrine of the church.




(g)  Cliques cause confusion and distraction.  Cliques control and manipulate, creating co-dependencies, which are unnatural and disastrous.





i.  They interfere with the relationship between husband and wife, creating a marriage within a marriage.





ii.  Children become so preoccupied with the role model that their parents are in second or third place.  Scar tissue is being developed.  You have a family within a family which is destructive to the family.





iii.  When you get into a clique, you are going to be distracted from Bible doctrine.  Your clique leader will give you all of the counseling you could ever want; and it is wrong because you are cut off from Bible doctrine.



(9)  How the co-dependent clique syndrome is formed.




(a)  The scenario always begins with the dominant one, the clique leader, the controller.  The clique leader always has a deep seated power lust.  He is often not even aware of this power lust and accompanying arrogance.




(b)  Sometimes this inordinate ambition and power lust, which motivates deeds and works, is rationalized as the spiritual gift of helps rather than interference into the lives of others.




(c)  It is very difficult for a clique leader with scar tissue from childhood to see the evil results of crossing the invisible line between helping someone and controlling someone.  The clique leader, while originally intending to help others, crosses the invisible line by using good deeds as leverage to gain control over the dependent ones.  (Once you begin to help people who express their appreciation, and then get out of fellowship and allow the sin nature to take over, then what was developed in childhood as a sin nature drive now goes into operation and you cross the line.)  By doing this, power lust is assuaged behind a barrage of works, directed toward x-number of the dependent ones in the clique.




(d)  Once power lust is stimulated, blind arrogance comes into the picture.  With that blind arrogance, there comes the fear of not having power lust assuaged tomorrow.  Fear of not having power lust assuaged results in controlling and manipulating the dependent ones with profuse flattery, the giving of gifts, entertainment, luncheons, dinners, parties, special attention, and above all constant counseling (you are encouraged to call).




(e)  The dependent one having his or her approbation lust assuaged begins thinking and doing the wishes of the controller.  Consequently, the dominant believer with power lust and the dependent believer with approbation lust slip unknowingly into a relationship classified as the co-dependency clique syndrome.  This co-dependency is often classified by people as a friendship.  It is not friendship; it is really a clique.




(f)  The emotional pattern of the controller is assuaged through manipulation and control.  Therefore, power lust is stimulated and satisfied.  The emotional pattern of the dependent ones is assuaged through the extravagant and generous flattery, reinforced with all kinds of attention, including counseling sessions.  Approbation lust therefore, is satisfied and stimulated.





i.  The fear of not having power lust assuaged will cause the controller to continue to flatter, to manipulate, to give attention and gifts and other systems of control.





ii.  The fear of not having approbation lust assuaged will cause the dependent one to continue to do and think like the controller wishes.




(g)  Each side of the co-dependency relationship satisfies a deep seated lust pattern that was developed in the formative years.  The co-dependency clique syndrome is a relationship based on the emotional needs of both sides.




(h)  As the clique continues and expands, sinful hidden emotions, lusts, and various kinds of arrogance phase out doctrinal thinking, so that divine viewpoint and spiritual common sense cease to function in the dependent one.  It is replaced by human viewpoint rationalization, in which those involved actually assume they are serving God and doing a good thing.  Therefore, divine good and common sense are left twisting in the wind.




(i)  The clique leader becomes the false teacher of the group.  Motivation from fear and lust replaces motivation from metabolized doctrine in the soul.




(j)  Christian women with environmental handicaps from childhood, whose dreams have been frustrated by reality and unfulfilled, and who lust for approbation and attention, become recruiting material for such a clique.




(k)  As co-dependency cliques enlarge and power, control, and manipulation of the clique leader extends among church members, there are three disasters which develop.





i.  The clique creates a marriage within a marriage, creating a rift between husband and wife.





ii.  The clique creates a family within a family, creating a rift between parents and children.





iii.  The clique creates a church within a church, resulting in a rift between pastor and congregation.




(l)  No clique leader is an expert on Bible doctrine, and no clique leader has the gift of communicating that doctrine.  The authority of husbands, parents, and pastor have been destroyed.


e.  Cliques, whether dominant-adaptive or co-dependent, become the breeding ground for abnormal relationships.  While cliques emphasize friendship, they exceed anything the Word of God says about Christian social life, which some people call fellowship.



(1)  Loyalty to a clique leader exceeds loyalty to Bible doctrine as the number one priority in life.



(2)  Loyalty to a clique leader as a teenager exceeds obedience to or honoring father and mother.



(3)  Because of the role model syndrome related to the clique leader, those involved in the clique possess misplaced loyalty; for they have chosen to be loyal to a person rather than to the principles of Bible doctrine.



(4)  Cliques have a friendship obsession.  Clique leaders collect friends like some people collect stamps.  For example, “My advice to you is to find all the friends you can.”  This statement ignores Bible doctrine as the only permanent thing in life.  This statement rejects Jesus Christ as the believer's best friend.  This statement emphasizes dependence on people rather than dependence on God.  This statement represents clique philosophy.  This statement is bad human viewpoint.



(5)  The difference between friendship and the function of a clique can be summarized in three words:  control; manipulation; dependency.



(6)  Clique relationships are not normal friendships.




(a)  In normal friendships, there is a rapport between the individuals,  encouragement, and divine viewpoint from doctrine both thought and expressed.  True friendships demand integrity on both sides.




(b)  In a clique there is abnormal dependence on a group, manipulation, counseling, the establishment of pseudo-authority, the destruction of the privacy of the priesthood, and the function of no self-determination.  In a clique there is abnormal dependence on the group in contrast to normal social life among Christians, which includes rapport, companionship, communication, and encouragement without creating a dependency.




(c)  Normal social life is that interpersonal relationship based on compatibility from cognition of Bible doctrine and the effective utilization of wisdom and spiritual common sense.  Bible doctrine is so designed by God that all dependency is related to God and to doctrine, not to people and not to cliques.




(d)  In normal social intercourse among Christians:





i.  A friend does not take advantage of intimacy to start dominating and controlling the life of another.





ii.  A believer does not intrude upon the privacy of another, but allows each one to make his or her own decisions before the Lord.





iii.  The believer does not coerce, but encourages; the believer does not dictate, but states principles, when asked; the believer does not manipulate, but provides comfort from doctrine.




(e)  Normal friendships among Christians do not hinder spiritual progress.  But clique involvement makes it impossible for a believer to grow beyond a certain point:  up to, but never into spiritual self-esteem.  Why?  Because a clique develops dependence instead of independence and self-determination.



(7)  Believers who remain in a clique inevitability receive suffering.




(a)  They always assume their suffering is testing for blessing, when in reality, it is often gracious punitive discipline from God in two categories.





i.  The law of volitional responsibility in which clique involvement in sowing to the wind and reaping the whirlwind.





ii.  Divine discipline.




(b)  It is an erroneous rationalization to assume that once you have control of a group of people as a group leader that your suffering is only for testing for blessing.  What suffering occurs is often God's gracious warning to cause the believer to examine his own life and correct a disastrous course such as clique involvement.




(c)  The believer who lusts for power takes on him or herself the responsibility for playing God.  This is obviously blasphemous and liable for divine discipline.  The believer who lusts for approbation is in a place of unauthorized dependency.



(8)  There is the principle of wrong dependence.




(a)  Approbation lust, in or out of a clique, is a constant danger to a believer, keeping him or her from seeking divine approbation through the Word of God.




(b)  Clique involvement is wrong dependence.  It is loss of individuality and life outside the will and plan of God for your life.




(c)  The dependent believer cannot make decisions apart from the controller or clique leader.  This is because there has been a constant counseling from the clique leader, so that he or she does not make independent decisions.  Soon the dependent one forgets the principle that each one of us must stand accountable at the Judgment Seat of Christ for our own decisions.  Accountability demands that each believer depend on Bible doctrine and not on clique leaders.



(9)  Summary of the basic characteristics of the clique leader.




(a)  Most people get into clique leadership through a sincere desire to help others.  As their good deeds become known and their helping activities increase, they often acquire feelings of self-worth from helping others.  It is an occupational hazard.




(b)  As the clique forms, these leaders are established as role models.  This follows a trend of basing the Christian life on fellowship with others rather than on Bible doctrine, and on following role models rather than learning and using the problem solving devices of the protocol plan of God.




(c)  Clique leadership often has so many discussions about people in their church that they eventually establish their own standards for recruiting.  As the clique enlarges and the clique leadership becomes obsessed with the controlling of others and solving the problems of others, so they create a dependency on the one hand and an elitism on the other hand.




(d)  Eventually clique leadership crosses the invisible line between helping someone and controlling someone.



(10)  Summary of the basic characteristics of the dependents.




(a)  They are not happy, content, or at peace with themselves.  They are looking for happiness outside of themselves.  They gravitate to anyone they think can provide that happiness.




(b)  Generally, they do not feel love or approval from their parents, which is often the excuse for being involved.  They do not have human self-esteem; they do not love themselves; they have an inferiority complex.  Hence, they desperately seek love and approval outside of the system mentioned in Eph 6:1-2.




(c)  Often, they seek love from people who are incapable of loving them; or they try to prove that they are good enough to be loved; or they do not take time to see if other people are good for them.  They center their lives around people rather than Bible doctrine.  They worry about rejection from the clique.  They become depressed from lack of compliments or praise.  They take things personally; hence, they become very subjective, very hypersensitive.  This is a flaw from which wrong priorities are established.



(11)  Through application of our own inventory of Bible doctrine we avoid abnormal clique relationships.




(a)  Every believer must live his own life as unto the Lord, Col 3:23-24, “Whatever you do, accomplish it from your own soul, as to the Lord and not to people; knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance.  It is the Lord Christ whom you serve.”



(b)  You can only change one life, your own, but only through cognition of Bible doctrine.




(c)  You can only change one person, yourself, but only through the application of metabolized doctrine.




(d)  If you control others in a clique, you lose control of your own life.




(e)  You must not try to rescue people, to run their lives, to control their lives, to manipulate their lives.  You must allow each person to take the responsibility to make their own decisions.




(f)  You cannot walk on crutches and execute the protocol plan of God.




(g)  The believer who walks on crutches is a pawn, controlled, manipulated, and dominated by someone else.
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