2 Corinthians 1:7




- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And, Moreover, In addition.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun ELPIS with the possessive genitive from the first person personal pronoun EGW, meaning “our absolute confidence.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the feminine singular adjective BEBAIOS, which means “firm, permanent, and is used both literally, meaning strong and figuratively, meaning: reliable, dependable, certain of hope 2 Cor 1:7; promise Rom 4:16; confidence Heb 3:6. Of love steadfast; hold firm the original confidence Heb 3:14; we possess the prophetic word as something altogether reliable 2 Pet 1:19 valid (legal technical term) Heb 9:17; make your call certain 2 Pet 1:10.  It is used of the Church, meaning well-established, dependable.”
  The subject nominative followed by the predicate nominative implies the ellipsis of the present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “[is].”  Then we have the preposition HUPER plus the adverbial genitive of reference from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “with reference to you; about you; as for you.”

“Moreover our confidence [is] firm [strong, steadfast] with reference to you”

- is the nominative masculine first person plural perfect active participle from the verb OIDA, meaning “to know.”


The first person plural refers to Paul and those with him.


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which conveys the idea of a present state resulting from a past action (Paul’s time with the Corinthians for eighteen months in establishing the church).


The active voice indicates that Paul and those with him produce the action of knowing something.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the epexegetical or explanatory use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that” and indicating the content of what has been known.

“knowing that”

 - is the comparative use of the conjunction HWS, which is used with a following adverb HOUTWS KAI, meaning “just as…so also.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine plural noun KOINWNOS, meaning “companion, partner, sharer.  It means one who takes part in something with someone in something, expressed by the genitive of the thing.”
  This is followed by the second person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “you are.”


The present tense is a static present for a state or condition that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that the Corinthian believers produce the action of being in the permanent status of partners or sharers in the sufferings of the Christian life.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

This is followed by the descriptive genitive from the neuter plural article, used as a demonstrative pronoun and pointing back to “the sufferings of Christ” mentioned in verse 5 and translated “these” with the noun PATHĒNA, which means “sufferings, misfortunes.”

“just as we are sharers of these sufferings,”

 - is the adverb of manner HOUTWS and the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “so also.”  Then we have the phrase “[we are sharers]” implied by ellipsis, because of the following descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article used as a demonstrative pronoun, meaning “of this” plus the noun PARAKLĒSIS, meaning “comfort and encouragement.”
“so also [we are sharers] of this comfort and encouragement.”
2 Cor 1:7 corrected translation
“Moreover our confidence [is] firm (strong, steadfast) with reference to you, knowing that just as we are sharers of these sufferings, so also [we are sharers] of this comfort and encouragement.”
Explanation:
1.  “Moreover our confidence [is] firm [strong, steadfast] with reference to you”

a.  Paul continues his thought, adding that the confidence, which he and the members of his team have in the Corinthians, remains firm.


b.  This is not Paul making the mistake of man putting his confidence in man, which is condemned by the Scriptures (“Cursed is the man who puts his trust in man”).

c.  Paul is confident in the Corinthians’ salvation and desire to learn and live the spiritual life.


d.  Recently the Corinthians have been miserable failures in living the spiritual life, but Paul remains strong in his confidence that God the Holy Spirit will bring the Corinthians back to their respect for authority and love of the word of God.


e.  Paul lived with and taught these believers for eighteen months.  He knew them better than anyone else in the Roman Empire, certainly better than his enemies and critics.


f.  Paul loved this congregation very much and only wanted the very best for them.  He knew without doubt that he had been unfairly and unjustly criticized by others both inside and outside the local church.  In spite of the fact that some of the congregation were listening to his critics, he knew that God the Holy Spirit would make the doctrine he was teaching more real to them than the false doctrine of his critics.


g.  Paul was steadfast in his confidence that this church understood the importance of the   rebound technique of 1 Jn 1:9 and would bounce back into fellowship with God and appreciation of Paul’s teaching of the word of God.


h.  Paul had not given up on them, but remained firm in that fact that having begun a good work in them, God the Holy Spirit would not fail to carry it through to completion.  Phil 1:6, “For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.”

2.  “knowing that”

a.  Paul’s confidence was based on knowledge.  All confidence is based on knowledge.


b.  No one has ever been confident in what they do not know or do not understand.


c.  Ignorance breeds fear, which produces all manner of sin and evil.


d.  Human knowledge creates arrogance.


e.  Divine knowledge or what is called in the Greek New Testament “epignosis” produces true knowledge, understanding, reality, and absolute confidence.


f.  Paul’s confidence regarding the situation in Corinth came from his knowledge and understanding of what was going on.  He did not write from a state of ignorance or arrogance.  Nor he was unaware of the factions, the leaders of the factions, and what was being said by each.  He knew what was happening in the church and why.


g.  Therefore, knowing what was happening and why, Paul could have confidence and state some doctrinal conclusions based on that confidence.  Thus one of Paul’s doctrinal conclusions follows.

3.  “just as we are sharers of these sufferings,”

a.  Paul sets up a comparison between suffering and comfort.


b.  On both sides of the comparison we have the word “we,” which includes Paul, the members of his team, and the believers in Corinth.  Paul draws the Corinthians into his conclusion to show them that things are no different for him, just as they are no different for them.  Why?  Because both he and they are members of the same royal family of God, being in union with Christ.


c.  All believers share in the same sufferings in the Christian life.  This is true for apostles, pastors, evangelists, and every member of every congregation.


d.  These sufferings include:



(1)  Pressure, which is the affliction of any outside adversity in life that attacks your soul to cause panic, worry, fear, hysteria, that is, any emotional sin of thinking that God does not have control of the circumstances of our life.



(2)  Trouble, which is the affliction of unfair and unjust treatment from others due to one’s own bad decisions, the bad decisions of others, or as discipline from God.  This can be persecution, which is deserved for our own legalism or undeserved as a part of people and system testing.



(3)  Distress, which is the emotional sins of discouragement, despondency, disappointment, grief, or anguish.  This can be caused by one’s own bad decisions or by undeserved suffering in the form of people and thought testing.



(4)  Tribulation, which is historical disaster brought on by the bad decisions of others, which causes both physical and mental suffering to put pressure on us.



(5)  Divine discipline, which is the perfect and fair judgment of the carnal believer by the Supreme Court of Heaven for sins that we refuse to acknowledge.
4.  “so also [we are sharers] of this comfort and encouragement.”

a.  The other side of the comparison is that all believers also have the same comfort and encouragement available from God.


b.  We all share in the comfort and encouragement of knowing that God has loved us from eternity past and continues to love us, and will never stop loving us.


c.  We all share in the comfort and encouragement of knowing that God the Father loves God the Son, and we are in union with Christ, therefore, are the recipients of God the Father’s perfect love for His Son.


d.  We all share in the comfort and encouragement of knowing that all three members of the Trinity indwell us for the very purpose of comfort and encouragement in facing the undeserved suffering of the world.


e.  We all share in the comfort and encouragement of knowing that Bible doctrine is available to all of us as the greatest source of comfort and encouragement in the Church Age.


f.  We all share in the comfort and encouragement of knowing that we all have the same equal privilege and opportunity of facing suffering in life and meeting that suffering with our personal love for God, impersonal love for all mankind, perfect happiness from God, and occupation with Christ.


g.  We all share in the comfort and encouragement of the ten problem solving devices deployed on the defense line of our soul, ready to counterattack any difficult circumstance of life.


h.  This was just as true for the Corinthians as it was for Paul.  This was the point he was making to them, and they knew he was absolutely correct.
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