2 Corinthians 1:5
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- is the explanatory use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “For” plus the comparative use of the conjunction KATHWS, meaning “just as.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb PERISSEUW, which means “to be or exist in abundance, with the implication of being considerably more than what would be expected - ‘to abound, to be in abundance, to be a lot of, to exist in a large quantity, to be left over.’ ‘for as the sufferings of Christ abound in us’ 2 Cor 1:5.  In some languages the closest equivalent of this expression in 2 Cor 1:5 may be ‘for just as we suffer a great deal, even as Christ suffered.’”
  Or “to be present in abundance 2 Cor 1:5b; someone has something in abundance; something comes or is available to someone in great abundance: the grace of God Rom 5:15; we share abundantly in Christ’s sufferings 2 Cor 1:5a.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.  It can also be a customary present for that which is reasonably expected to occur.  It can also be a retroactive progressive present for what began in the past and continues in the present.


The active voice indicates that the suffering of Christ produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the neuter plural article and noun PATHĒMA, meaning “the sufferings” plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun CHRISTOS, meaning “of Christ.”  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of direction from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “toward us.”

“For just as the sufferings of Christ are in abundance toward us,”

 - is the adverb of manner HOUTWS, which means “in this manner, thus, so.”  With this we have the preposition DIA plus the ablative of cause from the masculine singular article and noun CHRISTOS, “to indicate the reason why something happens, results, exists, and translated: because of, for the sake of, on account of.”
  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb PERISSEUW, which means “to be or exist in abundance, with the implication of being considerably more than what would be expected - ‘to abound, to be in abundance a great deal.’”  Or “to be present in abundance; someone has something in abundance; something comes or is available to someone in great abundance.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.  It can also be a customary present for that which is reasonably expected to occur.  It can also be a retroactive progressive present for what began in the past and continues in the present.


The active voice indicates that our comfort and encouragement produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the adjunctive use of KAI, meaning “also” plus the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun PARAKLĒSIS with the possessive genitive of the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “our comfort and encouragement.”

“so because of Christ our comfort and encouragement also exists in abundance.”
2 Cor 1:5 corrected translation
“For just as the sufferings of Christ are in abundance toward us, so because of Christ our comfort and encouragement also exists in abundance.”
Explanation:
1.  “For just as the sufferings of Christ are in abundance toward us,”

a.  Paul continues his thought with an explanation and a comparison.


b.  What are the sufferings of Christ?



(1)  Being ridiculed and laughed at by others.




(a)  Mt 27:27-31, “Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole Roman cohort around Him.  They stripped Him and put a scarlet robe on Him.  And after twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on His head, and a reed in His right hand; and they knelt down before Him and mocked Him, saying, ‘Hail, King of the Jews!’
They spat on Him, and took the reed and began to beat Him on the head.  After they had mocked Him, they took the scarlet robe off Him and put His own garments back on Him, and led Him away to crucify Him.”




(b)  Lk 23:35-39, “And the people stood by, looking on.  And even the rulers were sneering at Him, saying, ‘He saved others; let Him save Himself if this is the Christ of God, His Chosen One’.  The soldiers also mocked Him, coming up to Him, offering Him sour wine, and saying, ‘If You are the King of the Jews, save Yourself!’  Now there was also an inscription above Him, ‘THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS’.  One of the criminals who were hanged there was hurling abuse at Him, saying, ‘Are You not the Christ?  Save Yourself and us!’”



(2)  Being rejected and deserted by one’s family and friends.




(a)  Mk 8:31, “And He began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.”




(b)  Mk 12:10, “Have you not even read this Scripture: ‘The stone which the builders rejected, This became the chief corner stone.’”




(c)  Lk 9:22, “saying, ‘The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed and be raised up on the third day.’”




(d)  Lk 17:25, “But first He must suffer many things and be rejected by this generation.”




(e)  1 Pet 2:4, “And coming to Him as to a living stone which has been rejected by men, but is choice and precious in the sight of God,”




(f)  Acts 15:38, “But Paul kept insisting that they should not take him along who had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not gone with them to the work.”




(g)  2 Tim 4:10, “for Demas, having loved this present world, has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica; Crescens has gone to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia.”




(h)  2 Tim 4:16, “At my first defense no one supported me, but all deserted me; may it not be counted against them.”



(3)  Being hated and despised for what you think, say, or teach.




(a)  Lk 19:14, “But his citizens hated him and sent a delegation after him, saying, 'We do not want this man to reign over us.’”




(b)  Lk 21:17, “and you will be hated by all because of My name.”




(c)  Jn 15:18, “If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you.”




(d)  Jn 15:25, “But they have done this to fulfill the word that is written in their Law, 'They hated Me without a cause.’”




(e)  Jn 17:14, “I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.”




(f)  1 Cor 1:28, “and the base things of the world and the despised God has chosen, the things that are not, so that He may nullify the things that are,”



(4)  Being in danger of one’s life.




(a)  1 Cor 15:30, “Why are we also in danger every hour?”




(b)  2 Cor 11:23, “Are they servants of Christ?  I speak as if insane I more so; in far more labors, in far more imprisonments, beaten times without number, often in danger of death.”



(5)  Being under constant attack from the forces of satanic evil in the world.  Eph 6:11-12, “Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil.  For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.”



(6)  Being persecuted for one’s beliefs.  2 Cor 11:24-27, “Five times I received from the Jews thirty-nine lashes.  Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, a night and a day I have spent in the deep.  I have been on frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers, dangers from robbers, dangers from my countrymen, dangers from the Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the wilderness, dangers on the sea, dangers among false brethren; I have been in labor and hardship, through many sleepless nights, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and exposure.”


c.  Paul’s point to the Corinthians is that all Christians suffer ridicule, rejection, persecution, hatred, and danger.  These things will continue as long as Satan is the ruler of the world.  This means that these things will certainly continue throughout the Church Age.


d.  If our Lord suffered these things, then we too will suffer these things; for as our Lord said, “and you will be hated by all because of My name… and the world has hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.”

2.  “so because of Christ our comfort and encouragement also exists in abundance.”

a.  But on the other hand we have the greatest comfort and encouragement that anyone could possibly ever have because of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.


b.  What is our comfort and encouragement that exists in abundance?



(1)  The greatest comfort we have is our absolute confidence that we will live forever in heaven with God.  No matter what happens to us as believers in life, we have eternal life and it can never be taken away from us.



(2)  Because we have believed in Christ, we have the comfort of knowing that all of our friends and loved ones, who have also believed in Christ, will be with us forever in heaven.



(3)  We are comforted by the fact that we will have a perfect resurrection body, so that whatever problems we might have with our current physical body will be gone in our resurrection body.



(4)  We are comforted by the fact that our Lord has promised that after death we are in a place of no more tears, no more sorrow, and no more pain.



(5)  We are comforted by the fact that we have eternal rewards and blessings beyond our wildest imagination.



(6)  We have abundant encouragement from the word of God.




(a)  Rom 15:4-5, “For as many [doctrines] as have been written before [Old Testament] for our instruction they were written, in order that through perseverance and comfort [encouragement] from the Scriptures we might have hope.  Now may the God of perseverance and encouragement give to you to be thinking the same category of things [Bible doctrine] in the presence of one another according to Christ Jesus,”




(b)  Phil 2:1-2, “Therefore, if there is any encouragement in Christ , and there is, if there is any comfort from love, and there is, if there is any partnership with the Holy Spirit, and there is, if there is any emotional response to doctrine and resultant mercies , and there is, bring to completion my happiness, that you might be thinking the same thing, having that same love [occupation with Christ], united in the soul, concentrating on the same objective.”




(c)  Heb 6:16-20, “For men take an oath by the greater, and to them an oath for a confirmation [is] the end of all dispute, by which [oath] God, even more willing to demonstrate to the heirs of the promise [us] the immutability of His decrees, pledged Himself as a guarantee by an oath, in order that by means of two immutable things [God the Father and Doctrine], in which it is impossible for God to lie, we, who have taken refuge, might have strong encouragement to attain the hope that is set before us, which [hope] we have as an anchor of the soul, both stabilized and valid [exact truth and spiritual reality]; in fact, it [hope] enters inside the veil [Holy of Holies in heaven], where Jesus, our advance guard, has entered for us, having become a high priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.”


c.  Therefore, our greatest source of comfort and encouragement comes from the Person and work of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and this comfort and encouragement has been sealed for all time in the word of God.  God has made an eternal promise from His divine decrees that those who believe in Him shall live with Him forever in perfect happiness.  This is our comfort.  This is our encouragement.
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