2 Corinthians 1:18




 - is the adversative use of the conjunction DE, meaning “However” plus the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective PISTOS, meaning “trustworthy, faithful, or dependable.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God” and can refer to any one of the three members of the Trinity.  Because of the predicate and subject nominatives here, the verb EIMI is implied by ellipsis.

“However God [is] trustworthy”
 - is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun LOGOS, meaning “Proclamation, instruction, teaching, message”
 with the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “our message.”  Then we have the nominative masculine singular from the article used as a relative pronoun, meaning “which.”  Then we have the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”  Literally, this says, “because our message, the one to you” or “because our message which is to you.”  In English we would say:

“because our message to you”
 - is the strong, absolute negative adverb OU, meaning “not” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be.”

The present tense is durative present for what began in the past and continues up to the present time.  This use of the Greek present is usually translated by the English present perfect.


The active voice indicates that Paul and his team produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the particle of affirmation NAI, meaning “Yes” with the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the absolute negative OU, meaning “No.”
2 Cor 1:18 corrected translation
“However God [is] trustworthy because our message to you has not been ‘Yes’ and ‘No’.”
Explanation:
1.  “However God [is] trustworthy”

a.  Paul sets up a contrast between what his critics think of him as a vacillating, fickle person and God, who is always trustworthy, faithful, dependable and immutable.  Regardless of what they might think of Paul, God always remains the same.  He can be trusted.  He is always faithful.


b.  The immutability of God means that God never changes and cannot change.  The faithfulness of God is one of the most well documented characteristics of God in Scripture.



(1)  
There is only one person who is totally faithful to you--God.  He can only be faithful to you because of His perfect character.



(2)  Divine faithfulness is God’s gracious expression of His love.  Faithfulness hinges on the love of God.  God is perfect, fair, and stable to Himself, and He will be all these things to you as well, Lam 3:21‑25.



(3)  God can be faithful to you because His justice has been satisfied by the work of Christ on the Cross.  His faithfulness, therefore, does not depend upon your spiritual status.



(4)  Divine faithfulness manifests itself in divine discipline to the reversionist and in blessing to the mature believer.



(5)  Faithfulness resides first in the soul.  Faithfulness is an attitude to something in life, which you love, respect, admire, or recognize its authority.



(6)  The fact we are alive, plus everything we have, is a matter of God’s faithfulness.  He is faithful and loves us every moment.



(7)  God is faithful to us in rebound, 1 Jn 1:9.  God knew our sins in eternity past.  He imputed them to Christ on the cross and judged them.  Therefore, there is no compromise to His integrity when He faithfully forgives us when we name our sins.  When we cite our sin, God faithfully forgives us regardless of how we feel.  Therefore, you can forget the sin and move on immediately.



(8)  The basis of God’s faithfulness is His grace, Jam 1:17.



(9)  God’s faithfulness is manifest in His perfect plan, 1 Cor 1:9.  We were “called” in eternity past when God was aware of all our failures.  God found a way to take us through all His grace plan without any compromise of His essence.  Knowing every sin, human good deed, and evil thing we would ever do, God still selected us to have human life at birth, and elected us to equal privilege and opportunity at salvation.  As a part of His faithfulness, He has provided for every believer his very own spiritual life in which to function as the basis for equal opportunity to reach spiritual maturity.



(10)  God’s faithfulness is manifest in logistical grace provision and supergrace blessing, 1 Thes 5:24.  You should never worry about the basic necessities to sustain your life.  God will provide everything you will never need.  If He could do the most for us at salvation, it follows, a fortiori, that He can provide the lesser blessing of logistical grace support in time.   God’s perfect faithfulness to you in eternity past inevitably leads to His perfect faithfulness to you in time.  There never was a time when God wasn’t totally faithful to you.  If God was faithful to you in eternity past, He can only be faithful to you in time and eternity as well.



(11)  God is faithful in testing, 1 Cor 10:13; 2 Cor 4:17; Rom 8:18.  God will not allow us to be tested or tempted beyond our capacity and capability to pass the test or say no to the temptation.  We are tested in all stages of spiritual growth, but never beyond our capacity.  As a part of God’s faithfulness, He always provides the doctrine or the opportunity to get the doctrine necessary to pass each test before it comes.  Therefore, Bible doctrine is your way of escape from each test, and that doctrine is provided by the faithfulness of God.



(12)  God is faithful to the royal family of God.  Heb 10:23, “Let us keep on holding fast to the profession of our confidence unbending, because the One having promised is faithful.”
You have the most fantastic escrow blessings on deposit for you, protected by the faithfulness of God.



(13)  God is faithful to the reversionistic believer, 2 Tim 2:13.  Since God has perfect character, how can He not be faithful to us even if we reject and deny Him?  God cannot be anything less than He is.


(14)  God is faithful to the believer in the realm of the angelic conflict, 2 Thes 3:3.


(15)  God’s faithfulness becomes a reality as you advance to and reach spiritual maturity.  Heb 11:11,
“. . . because she concluded Him faithful who had promised.”  Heb 13:5, “Let your way of life be free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, `I will never abandon you, nor will I ever desert you.’”


(16)  Faithfulness is the consistency and stability of God.  Faithfulness is the perfection of God’s essence and the fact that He cannot be inconsistent or compromise His essence.   Faithfulness is the fact that God cannot be unfair to anyone.  God is consistent with Himself; therefore, He is faithful and consistent with us.  There never was a time when God was unfaithful, Hos 14:9.  Unfaithfulness is totally incompatible with the very nature and essence of God, Mal 3:6.  God’s nature is to be faithful.

2.  “because our message to you has not been ‘Yes’ and ‘No’.”

a.  Now Paul gives the reason why God is trustworthy or faithful, because His message to the Corinthian believers, as to all believers, has been the same message.


b.  The message has never changed throughout all of human history—it is believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved.


c.  The message has not been one thing at one time and another thing at another time.  Paul didn’t teach them a principle of doctrine that said “Do this” and then on another occasion a principle of doctrine that said, “Don’t do this, instead do that.”

d.  Paul never taught them contradictory principles of doctrine.  The message was always consistent, because God is always consistent.


e.  For example, Paul never taught them:



(1)  Yes, you can have divisions in the church, and then, No, you cannot have divisions in the church.



(2)  Yes, you have to rebound, and then, No you don’t have to rebound.



(3)  Yes, there is a resurrection, and then, No there is no resurrection.



(4)  Yes, you must flee from sexual sins, and then, No you can commit sexual sins.


f.  The word or message of God is always faithful, just as God Himself is always faithful.


g.  There is no capriciousness in the word of God.  There is no capriciousness in God.

�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.
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