2 Corinthians 1:15




- is the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “In fact.”  This is followed by the locative of sphere from the feminine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this” with the article and noun PEPOITHĒSIS, meaning “trust, confidence.”  The phrase is translated “in this confidence.”  Then we have the first person singular imperfect deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb BOULOMAI, which means “to wish, want, desire.”


The imperfect tense is a durative imperfect, which describes what began at some point in the past and continued over a period of time up to some undefined point.


The deponent middle/passive is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning.  Paul produced the action of wanting to come to the Corinthians in an attitude of confidence.


The indicative mood is a declarative indicative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the adjective PROTEROS, used as an adverb of time, meaning “earlier, formerly.”  This is followed by the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”  Then we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”


The aorist tense indicates a point in the past without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that Paul produced the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the action of the main verb “I wanted.”

“In fact I kept on wanting to come to you earlier in this confidence,”

 - is the conjunction HINA, which is used here to introduce a purpose clause, and should be translated “in order that.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular ordinal DEUTEROS, which means “a second.”  This cannot be translated “twice” as the New American Standard Version does.  That would be the word “DIS, which occurs two times, ‘I fast twice during the week’ Lk 18:12 an idiom, literally ‘once and twice’ an indefinite low number, but more than once - ‘more than once, several times.’ ‘you provided for my need several times,’ Phil 4.16.”
  With this we have the accusative feminine singular from the noun CHARIS, meaning “practical application of goodwill, a (sign of) favor, gracious deed or gift, benefaction Acts 24:27; 25:9; 25:3 (in these passages from Acts CHARIS approaches the meaning favor, which one does for another; that you might have a second proof of my goodwill 2 Cor 1:15.”
  Finally, we have the second person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb ECHW, which means “to have.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the action into a single whole and regards it as a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the Corinthian church potentially produced the action of having something.


The subjunctive mood is used with HINA to form the purpose clause and indicates a potential.
“in order that you might have a second gracious deed.”
2 Cor 1:15 corrected translation
“In fact I kept on wanting to come to you earlier in this confidence, in order that you might have a second gracious deed.”

Explanation:
1.  “In fact I kept on wanting to come to you earlier in this confidence,”

a.  Paul continues his thought by telling the Corinthians what his desire continued to be—to come to them in confidence.  The question is what confidence is he talking about.


b.  In verse 13 Paul makes the statement, “Certainly I have absolute confidence [ELPIZW] that you will understand until the end.”


c.  Therefore, Paul’s confidence was that God the Holy Spirit would make his doctrinal teaching clear to them, and that they would finally understand the importance of his authority, the importance of Bible doctrine, the importance of unity in the royal family, and the importance of the execution of the spiritual life of the Church Age.


d.  Paul’s confidence was neither in himself nor in the Corinthians, but in the ministry of God the Holy Spirit, who would reveal the Church Age doctrines to these believers and help them understand.


e.  The imperfect aspect of the verb is important here, because it indicates that Paul kept on wanting to do something in the past—come to the Corinthians and straighten everything out.  But the timing was wrong and Paul could not do so.  When he attempted to do so, he was rebuked soundly by someone in the congregation, which only made matters worse.


f.  Also, as long as the Corinthians were negative to Paul’s teaching and doctrine, there was nothing God the Holy Spirit could do to change their minds.  God cannot and will not make negative volition to the teaching of the word of God positive.  This is something the Corinthians had to do for themselves.


g.  So while the Corinthians were negative to Paul’s teaching, he could not and should not go to them.  Therefore, he was unable to come to them earlier with any confidence that they would understand or accept his teaching.

2.  “in order that you might have a second gracious deed.”

a.  Then Paul states the reason or purpose why he kept on wanting to come to them and teach doctrine again—so that they might have a second chance to advance spiritually and receive blessing from God.


b.  God gives us second chances.


c.  The first chance for the Corinthians was when Paul first went to Corinth and gave the gospel and established the Church.


d.  The Corinthians subsequently went negative to Paul’s doctrinal teaching.  Paul wants them to have a second chance.


e.  The gracious deed is the practical application of goodwill.  Paul has impersonal love for the Corinthians as well as personal love.  Here he is applying his impersonal love.  He wants to express his care, concern, love, and goodwill toward them by helping them recover from their arrogance and start their spiritual advance again.  He does not just wish them well and move on to greener pastures, but makes the practical application of wanting to come to them and spend time with them, teach them, answer their questions, and get them moving in the right direction.


f.  The gracious deed is a sign of favor.  Paul wants to be gracious to them and do them the greatest favor any person can do for another—help them in their relationship with God.  This is grace in action, not just grace in principle.  We can call ourselves gracious, but if we do nothing to help others, then our grace orientation is a farce.  When we do a favor for someone else, it is supposed to be an act of grace, which demands nothing in return.


g.  The gracious deed is a gracious gift.  The gracious gift that Paul wanted them to have was the word of God in their stream of conscious thoughts, or Bible doctrine in their souls.  This is the greatest gift we can have as believers after the gift of salvation through faith alone in our Lord Jesus Christ.  Since the Corinthians already had eternal salvation and could not lose it by anything they thought, said, or did, Paul wanted them to have the next best thing in life—Bible doctrine in their souls.


h.  So Paul wanted to visit them again so he could spend a second time with them teaching them doctrine and helping them attain spiritual maturity—a second gracious deed.
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