1 Timothy 6:3
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- is the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if and it’s true.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “anyone, someone.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb HETERODIDASKALEW, which means “to teach contrary to standard instruction, give divergent instruction 1 Tim 1:3; 6:3.”
  This means to teach another of a different kind of doctrine than has been taught in the past by the pastor-teacher.

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a hypothetical and probable fact without reference to its progress, end, or result.

The active voice indicates that the indefinite person produces the action.

The indicative mood is declarative for an assumption of fact in this hypothetically probable case.

“If anyone gives divergent instruction”
- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” with the negative MĒ, meaning “not” plus the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb PROSERCHOMAI, which means “to apply oneself to something: turn to, occupy oneself with a thing; devote oneself to.”
  It also has the figurative meaning “to come to a position of holding the same opinion as someone else—‘to come to an opinion with, to agree with.’”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a hypothetical and probable fact without reference to its progress, end, or result.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning, the indefinite person produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for an assumption of fact in this hypothetically probable case.

Then we have the dative indirect object from the masculine plural present active participle of the verb HUGIAINW, which means “to be sound or free from error, be correct, used figuratively in the Pastoral Epistles with reference to Christian teaching: 1 Tim 1:10, 6:3; 2 Tim 1:13, 4:3; Tit 1:9, 13; 2:1-2, 8.”
   This is the substantive use of the participle, in which the participle is used as an adjective.  With this we have the dative indirect object from the masculine plural noun LOGOS, meaning “the message; the teachings; the verbal proclamation; that is, the word of God.”  Here it is used for the message of the pastor-teacher to his congregation, which is the teaching of the word of God or Bible doctrine.
“and does not agree with sound teachings,”
- is the appositional dative from the masculine plural article used as a demonstrative pronoun, meaning “those (teachings).”  Then we have the  possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS, meaning “of the Lord” with the possessive genitive first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “our” and the genitive masculine singular proper names IĒSOUS and CHRISTOS, meaning “Jesus Christ.”
“those of our Lord Jesus Christ;”
 - is the explanatory or explicative use the conjunction KAI, meaning “that is” plus the appositional dative of indirect object from the feminine singular article and noun DIDASKALIA, which means “the teaching.”  With this we have the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of reference from the feminine singular noun EUSEBEIA, which means:


“1.  The noun EUSEBEIA is used in the papyri “as ‘piety, reverence, loyalty [exhibited towards parents or deities], fear of God’ [respect for God]; it is used in biblical literature and the LXX only of awesome respect accorded to God, devoutness, piety, godliness 1 Tim 2:2; 3:16; 4:7f; 6:3, 5f, 11; 2 Pet 1:3, 6f; 3:11; 2 Tim 3:5; Tit 1:1.

2.  The verb EUSEBEW means: ‘be reverent, respectful, or devout’ in our literature to show uncommon reverence or respect, show profound respect for someone.  It refers to a sense of awesome obligation arising within a system of reciprocity in which special respect is showed to those who have the greatest investment in one’s well-being, such as deities and parental figures.  It is used of humans, especially toward parents or ancestors to show special respect for the members of one’s own household, 1 Tim 5:4.”
  The preposition KATA with the accusative denotes “relationship to something, meaning: pertaining to, with respect to, in relation to Rom 1:3, 4; 4:1; 9:3, 5; 7:22; 11:28; Phil 1:12; 3:5, 6b; Eph 6:21; Col 3:20, 22a, 4:7.”

“that is, the teaching pertaining to respect for God,”
1 Tim 6:3 corrected translation
“If anyone gives divergent instruction and does not agree with sound teachings, those of our Lord Jesus Christ; that is, the teaching pertaining to respect for God,”
Explanation:
1.  “If anyone gives divergent instruction”

a.  This entire verse is the protasis of a first class conditional sentence, which is the “if statement” in an “if this, then that” sentence.  The first class condition is an assumption of fact concerning a situation that is now true, will be true in the future, or can be assumed as true for the sake of argument.  Here Paul is stating something he knows is true and will continue to be true throughout the Church Age because of false teachers.

b.  The subject of this statement is the false teacher (and by logical extension the follower of the false teacher.)

c.  There is only one doctrine for the Church and that is the doctrinal teachings contained within the New Testament canon of Scripture, especially the epistles.  These teachings are not the teachings of the apostles or someone closely associated with them but the teachings of our Lord Jesus Christ, 1 Cor 2:16, “…but we have the thinking of Christ.”

d.  All other teaching is “another of a different kind of teaching,” which is the full meaning of the verb HETERODIDASKALEW.


e.  Certain people will teach different kinds of things than the things contained in the word of God.  These teachers are both believers and unbelievers.  They are false teachers.


f.  Every generation of the Church Age has false teachers, who are both believers and unbelievers.  There will always be people who claim to teach the word of God, but in reality are teaching things that are completely different than what is contained in the Scriptures.

g.  There is a different doctrine than the doctrine contained in the Scriptures.  It is called by Paul in this letter “the doctrine of demons,” 1 Tim 4:1.

2.  “and does not agree with sound teachings,”

a.  In addition to teaching false doctrine, these false teachers do not occupy themselves with or agree with sound doctrine.  They are not devoted to the sound doctrines of the word of God.

b.  They do not study the Scriptures.  They do not care what the Scriptures say.  They substitute what the word of God says with their own personal opinions and what they want the word of God to say.

c.  They only care about what they believe, what they feel, what they think people want to hear, or what they think people need to hear to get on their [the false teacher’s] agenda.


d.  These false teachers are occupied with psychology, sociology, social science, political science, environmental issues, and many other human viewpoint systems of thinking.  They devote themselves to the study of science, the humanities, human culture, the religions of mankind, and various other subjects of human viewpoint academic speculation.  The one thing they are not occupied with or devoted to is “What does the word of God say?”

e.  False teachers are characterized by not knowing the Scriptures accurately.  They wave a Bible around as they teach, and may even quote from the Bible for their own nefarious purposes, but they do not study the Scriptures or accept them as the infallible word of God.


f.  Sound doctrine is the orthodox teachings of the Church Age epistles.  Sound doctrine is the doctrine found in the accurate meaning of the original language of Scripture, correctly exegeted and interpreted within its historical background and context plus its comparison with other statements in the word of God.

g.  Only the man with a God-given spiritual gift of communication, who is devoted to what the word of God says, and is in fellowship with God under the influence of the Holy Spirit, is occupied with sound doctrine and devotes himself to that doctrine.
3.  “those of our Lord Jesus Christ;”

a.  Paul further defines sound doctrine as the doctrines of the Church Age, which are the teachings of our Lord Jesus Christ, in contrast to the teachings of the Old Testament Scriptures.

b.  There were false teachers at the time of writing who made an issue out of the Old Testament versus the New Testament epistles.  They were comparing Paul’s and James’s letters with the Old Testament.

c.  Some false teachers rejected the teachings or doctrines of our Lord Jesus Christ as not being a part of the canon of Scripture.  This was certainly true of the Christian Pharisees that came to Antioch and demanded that the Gentile believers be circumcised.

d.  These false teachers, like many false teachers today, agreed that Jesus Christ was a nice man, but do not believe that what He had to say was the word of God the Father.

e.  The doctrines of our Lord Jesus Christ are the sound doctrines with which all teachers of the word of God are to be occupied and devoted.

f.  The doctrines of our Lord Jesus Christ are mentioned by Paul in 1 Cor 2:16 in the phrase, “but we have the (mind) thinking of Christ.”

g.  The sound doctrines of our Lord Jesus Christ are in distinct contrast to the heretical doctrines mentioned by Paul at the beginning of this letter, 1 Tim 1:3, “Since I demanded that you remain behind at Ephesus while I went to Macedonia, [I did so], in order that you might command certain ones not to teach heretical doctrine.”
4.  “that is, the teaching pertaining to respect for God,”

a.  Finally in this protasis, Paul gives a further explanation of what he means by the phrase “sound doctrines of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  Notice the genitive of possession—these doctrines belong to the Lord Jesus Christ.  And He gives them to us through Paul and others.

b.  Sound doctrines are those teachings that pertain to respect for God and the execution of the spiritual life.  Respect for God is a major function of the believer’s personal love for God.


c.  Personal or reciprocal love for God is the main purpose and focus of the believer’s spiritual life.  Therefore, the most important teachings of our Lord Jesus Christ are the teachings that focus on personal love, obedience toward, and respect for God.


d.  This explains our Lord’s answer to the question, “…which is the great commandment in the Law?”  Mt 22:35ff, “And He said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’  This is the great and foremost commandment.  The second is like it, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’  On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets (The entire Old Testament Scriptures).’”

e.  The teaching pertaining to the love for God is emphasized in:



(1)  Rom 5:5, “And absolute confidence [in God] never causes shame and disappointment, because the love for God has been poured out in our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who was given to us for our benefit.”


(2)  2 Thes 3:5, “In fact may the Lord direct your hearts into the virtue-love of God and into the patience [endurance, perseverance] of Christ.”


(3)  1 Jn 2:5, “but whoever keeps His word, in him the love for God has truly been perfected.  By this we know that we are in Him.”


(4)  1 Jn 5:3, “For this is the love for God: that we keep His commandments; and His commandments are not burdensome.”


(5)  Jude 1:21, “Keep yourselves in the love for God, waiting anxiously for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life.”

f.  The teaching pertaining to the spiritual life of the Church Age believer is emphasized in every epistle of the New Testament.  These epistles are the sound doctrine; that is, the doctrines of our Lord Jesus Christ, with which the communicator of God’s Word is to be occupied and to which he is to be devoted.  The false teacher doesn’t even want to go there.
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