1 Timothy 6:20
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- is the vocative from the masculine singular interjection W, which is a marker of personal address, and the proper name TIMOTHEOS, which we transliterate as “O Timothy.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun PARATHĒKĒ, which means “property entrusted to another, deposit, in our literature it is found only in the pastorals and always used with the verb PHULASSW = to guard, of the spiritual heritage entrusted to the orthodox Christian: guard what has been entrusted 1 Tim 6:20; 2 Tim 1:12, 14.”
  This is followed by the second person singular aorist active imperative from the verb PHLASSW, which means “to guard, protect, or defend.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers Timothy’s ministry into a single whole and regards this action expected by the Lord in its entirety without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that Timothy is to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.
“O Timothy, guard the deposit,”
- is the second person nominative masculine singular present middle participle from the verb EKTREPW, which means “to turn, turn away, turn away from or avoid.”

The present tense is a durative present for an action begun in the past, which Paul expects to continue in the present and in the future.


The middle voice is an intensive middle, which lays stress on the subject, Timothy, as the one personally responsible for producing the action.


The participle can be either modal, describing how the guarding and protecting of the deposit of doctrine is carried out, instrumental, describes the means employed in carrying out the action, or imperatival, indicating another command.  This is more likely a modal or instrumental use of the participle, both of which are translated by the word “by” in the translation.
Then we have the accusative direct objective from the feminine plural article and adjective BEBĒLOS, which means “devoid of real significance, pointless, worthless ‘foolish tales, such as are told by elderly women’ 1 Tim 4:7 pointless and empty talk, frivolous talk 6:20; 2 Ti 2:16.”
  With this adjective we have the accusative feminine plural noun KENOPHWNIA, which means “talk that has no value, chatter, empty talk 1 Tim 6:20; 2 Tim 2:16.”
  This is followed by the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” with the accusative feminine plural noun ANTITHESIS, which means “a statement that involves contradiction or inconsistency, contradiction,”
 “opposition, resistance.”  The Granville-Sharp rule applies here with two nouns connected by KAI and governed by a single article.  Therefore, these two nouns are two aspects of the same thing or two sides of the same coin.
“by avoiding pointless empty-talk and opposition”
- is the ablative of opposition from the feminine singular article and adjective PSEUDWNUMOS, which means “falsely bearing a name, falsely called.”  With this we have the ablative of opposition from the feminine singular noun GNWSIS, meaning “knowledge.”
“against falsely-called ‘knowledge’ [Gnosticism],”

1 Tim 6:20 corrected translation
“O Timothy, guard the deposit, by avoiding pointless empty-talk and opposition against falsely-called ‘knowledge’ [Gnosticism],”
Explanation:
1.  “O Timothy, guard the deposit [of doctrine entrusted to you],”

a.  Paul concludes his letter to his best friend with one final very personal statement.  More than anything else in this life, Paul wants Timothy to guard and protect the doctrine in his soul.

b.  The “deposit” here is the deposit of the word of God that God the Holy Spirit has made into Timothy’s soul for the last twenty years of his life, from the time he became a believer before he met Paul through the last fifteen years of his life in his travels with Paul.


c.  This deposit of doctrine is guarded and protected by continued positive volition to the study and teaching of doctrine and the will of God.



(1)  Bible doctrine is guarded with more doctrine.



(2)  The values of the word of God are guarded by continual learning of those values through repetitive teaching.


(3)  The deposit of doctrine is protected by continual obedience to the will of God.


d.  The believer fails to protect the doctrine in their soul by reacting to someone or something in life and going into degeneracy with its negative volition to the norms and standards of God.


e.  God the Holy Spirit teaches us the word of God and makes it an anchor in our soul.  Then He expects us to guard and protect that doctrine through persistent and consistent positive volition to the values we have learned and believed.


f.  Paul really wanted Timothy to not make the same mistake of reacting to the false teaching of others that Paul had made by reacting to the false teaching of his friends in Jerusalem.  It cost Paul a trip into spiritual reversionism and he didn’t want Timothy to make the same trip.


g.  Paul reacted to the false teaching of the Judaizers and failed to guard and protect the doctrine in his soul.  Timothy is in danger of reacting to the false teaching of Greek Gentile false teachers, who were espousing incipient Gnosticism.

h.  Reaction to false teaching results in opposition to false teaching.  Opposition to false teaching is a distraction from positive volition to true teaching.


i.  Paul will repeat this same demand on Timothy in 2 Tim 1:14, “Guard that beneficial deposit [Bible doctrine] through the Holy Spirit Who dwells in us.”

j.  We make a deposit of faith in Christ, which our Lord guards for us, in order to guarantee our eternal life, 2 Tim 1:12, “Also, for this reason, I am caused to suffer these things, but I am not ashamed; for I know in Whom I have believed, and I have received confidence, through doctrine resident in the soul, that He keeps on being able to guard my deposit against that day [of judgment].”  In return God the Holy Spirit makes a deposit of doctrine in our souls and expects us to guard this deposit until our death or the exit-resurrection of the Church.


k.  This same command was given by Paul to the pastors who gathered in Miletus in Acts 20:28, “Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.”


l.  Peter makes the same request in 2 Pet 3:17, “But you, beloved, since you know this in advance, be on your guard, in order that you do not lose your own strength by being carried away by the deception of unprincipled men,”


m.  John made a similar demand in 1 Jn 5:21, “Little children, guard yourselves from idols.”
2.  “by avoiding pointless empty-talk and opposition”

a.  The distraction for the pastor-teacher is getting involved in theological discussions, arguments, and battles with unbelievers, false teachers, other pastors, or other believers who do not know the truth of the word of God.

b.  The positive pastor guards and protects the word of God in his own soul by avoiding verbal fighting and empty discussions about theological questions that go nowhere, such as ‘How many angels can dance on the head of a needle.”

c.  Pointless empty-talk is not ‘discussing the weather.’  It is pointless, endless discussions about theological questions to which we do not have and will never have an answer in time.  For example, when exactly will the Rapture of the Church take place.  We already have the answer—“no one knows the day or the hour.”  Speculation beyond this statement in the Scripture is pointless empty-talk, which the pastor is to avoid.


d.  Getting caught up in these kind of discussions just leads to distraction from doctrine, reaction to others, and being involved in the thinking of the cosmic system.


e.  Once in the cosmic system and out of fellowship with God the believer becomes an adversary, an opponent, a verbal warrior against those whom he opposes.  He gets sucked into the conflict, becoming one of the principal antagonists in the debate.


f.  Satan’s objective is to keep the pastor engaged in the debate and therefore distracted.  The positive pastor cannot win the debate or maintain his positive volition in the cosmic system.  He can only go down hill into reversionism and Christian moral degeneracy.


g.  The believer’s opposition to a false teacher or group of false teachers guarantees his distraction from executing God’s will for his life of unconditional love for all.  His focus will become winning the argument and debate in the eyes of himself, his congregation, or God.  This becomes his self-justification for continuing the opposition.  However, he cannot win; he can only lose in the opposition to Satan’s false teachers.


h.  This same command is repeated by Paul to Timothy in 2 Tim 2:16, “Keep on avoiding anti-doctrinal empty talk [in preaching], for they will get deeper into reversionism.”

3.  “against falsely-called ‘knowledge’ [Gnosticism],”

a.  The main opposition that was beginning to raise its head in Asia Minor, the city of Ephesus, and among Greek Christian communities was incipient Gnosticism.

b.  Incipient Gnosticism was the beginning teachings of Gnosticism, which attacked the Church with full force in the Second Century A.D.

c.  One of Paul’s purposes in all three Pastoral epistles was to point out the irrelevance of the current false teaching concerning myths and endless genealogies, quarrels about words and wranglings, godless chatter, etc.  This was not a coherent and powerful heresy.  Paul’s main concern was that Timothy and Titus not waste time over it.  This heresy was certainly not Gnosticism.  “The main stock-in-trade of these teachers was empty platitudes which Paul did not even consider it worthwhile to refute.”



(1)  The false teaching included disputes about the Law.



(2)  It included legalistic tendencies such as celibacy and abstinence from food.



(3)  It included a denial of the hope of resurrection.  Hymenaeus and Philetus swerved from the truth by maintaining that the resurrection was already past, 2 Tim 2:17ff.


d.  Paul doesn’t want Timothy and the Ephesians to become carried away into the incipient Gnosticism of mysticism.



(1)  “Gnosticism tried to reinterpret the Scriptures and to add philosophical concepts which the word of God rejects.


(2)  The Gnostics thought of Christ as the emissary of the supreme spiritual being, sent to bring redemption from the material, evil world. The Gnostic redeemer brought knowledge of the world of light.  Gnosticism took numerous forms.  Jesus was sometimes seen as a righteous man who received power from above in order to elude the wicked creator of the material world and enable others to do the same.  Others claimed that the Christ descended upon Jesus at His baptism, enabling Him to preach ‘the unknown Father’.  In Gnostic thought the Christ either temporarily inhabited a human body but left it before the crucifixion or merely assumed human appearance.  Christian anti-Gnostic writers, like Irenaeus, Tertullian, and Hippolytus, replied by stressing the identity of the supreme God with the Creator, the goodness of creation, and the reality of the earthly life of Jesus, especially His crucifixion and resurrection.”



(3)  One of the sects of Gnosticism taught that in order to combat the sin nature, you had to give in to the lusts of the body completely.  Eventually, you would become so numb by all your experiences that the flesh was no longer stimulated by anything.  At that point, you could now control the sin nature.  This, of course, is totally erroneous.  The sin nature is never satisfied until the body is dead.


(4)  Gnosticism implies that the deity of Christ is possessed by the humanity of Christ or indwelt the humanity of Christ, saying that the union is only harmony or sympathy.


e.  The purpose of Jude’s epistle is also directly connected to the problem of incipient Gnosticism.



(1)  A dangerous incipient Gnosticism had arisen and was in danger of spreading in the Church.  This false doctrine urged believers to set aside any adherence to law, rule, regulation, or order and live totally in the freedom to which God had set them free, even to the point of antinomianism, lasciviousness, and licentiousness.



(2)  This is the same incipient Gnosticism combated by both Paul in his epistle to the Galatians and later by Peter in Second Peter.  Now matters were even worse, and Jude finally lays down the law.



(3)  Jude 3 indicates that the author had evidently received a sudden alarm, which obliged him to write one thing when he was purposing to write quite another.  This disorder in the Church seemingly began in Corinth as we see from Paul’s letters there.  It grew and spread after his death so fast that Peter took alarm and wrote Second Peter.  A few years later the same problem is back with even greater force and Jude responds with his letter.  We see from 1 Cor 9:5 that Jude was already well known to the Corinthians even in Paul’s day.




(a)  The false teachers deny the one Master and Lord, Jesus Christ, and in this they are in line with such heresies as were influencing the Colossian church.




(b)  They had a fundamental misconception of the Christian doctrine of grace.  They taught that grace meant not just license to sin, but the need to sin to demonstrate their freedom from the Law.




(c)  They taught that immoral indulgence was perfectly legitimate.




(d)  They preferred divine revelation through dreaming and ecstatic experience rather than God’s revelation in the written Canon.




(e)  They denied the existence of God the Holy Spirit.




(f)  They were critical of the orthodox doctrine of angels.




(g)  They were Gentiles, who at least outwardly professed to be members of the Church.




(h)  Many of the characteristics of the false teaching in Jude are found equally in 2 Peter.  Second Peter is less drastic and harsh in his approach than Jude, which would indicate that the movement had gotten worse by the time Jude wrote.  In 2 Peter the special targets for attack by the false teachers are new converts, but this is not the case in Jude—the movement was spreading to all believers.  Jude says nothing about these teachers’ wrong handling of the Scripture nor their erroneous teaching about the Parousia [return of Christ], probably because the false teachers cleaned up their act in these areas due to Peter’s letter; yet they have become more brazen in other areas.
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