1 Timothy 6:18



- is the present active infinitive from the verb AGATHOERGEW, which means “to do that which benefits others, do good, confer benefits: of the rich 1 Tim 6:18; of God Acts 14:17.”


The present tense is a progressive, customary present for what Paul reasonably expects to continue throughout a rich believer’s spiritual life.

The active voice indicates that the rich believer produces the action of producing divine good in relationship to others in need.


The infinitive is an infinitive of indirect object, acting as the direct object of the previous verb PARAGGELLW (meaning to command, order, direct, instruct) at the beginning of the previous verse.

“to keep on doing good,”
- is the present active infinitive from the verb PLOUTEW, which means “to be rich.”

The present tense is a progressive, customary present for what Paul reasonably expects to continue at various times throughout the spiritual life of the rich man.


The active voice indicates that the rich believer produces the action of being rich in something else other than money.


The infinitive is an infinitive of indirect object.
With this we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the neuter plural noun ERGON, meaning “in deeds, works, or accomplishments” and the adjective KALOS, meaning “good of intrinsic value, honorable, noble, excellent, or praiseworthy.”
“to be rich in honorable deeds,”
- is the accusative direct object from the masculine plural adjective EUMETADOTOS, which means “generous.”  This is the only use of this word in Scripture.  With this we have the present active infinitive from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be.”

The present tense is a progressive, customary present for what Paul reasonably expects to continue at various times throughout the spiritual life of the rich man.


The active voice indicates that the rich believer produces the action of being generous to others, who are financially in need.


The infinitive is an infinitive of indirect object.

“to be generous,”
 - is the appositional accusative direct object from the masculine plural adjective KOINWNIKOS, which means “giving or sharing what is one’s own, liberal, generous.”

“liberal”
1 Tim 6:18 corrected translation
“to keep on doing good, to be rich in honorable deeds, to be generous, liberal,”
Explanation:
1.  “to keep on doing good,”

a.  The entire sentence thus far reads: “Regarding the rich in this present age, keep commanding [them] not to be arrogant, nor to have confidence based upon the uncertainty of riches, but on the basis of God who abundantly provides for us all things for the purpose of our enjoyment to keep on doing good, to be rich in honorable deeds, to be generous, liberal, …”

b.  This command is a reference to the production of divine good.

c.  Here it refers to the divine good of the rich believer using his wealth to help others in need from the motivation of his own personal love for God and not from the guilt trip placed upon him by the pastor, the deacons, or anyone in the congregation.

d.  Divine good is what the believer does under the influence of the Holy Spirit from the motivation of personal love for God, and as a result of having learned the will of God in God’s Word.  All these things must combine to form the production of divine good.  If any part of them is missing, then the good deed is not divine good, but human good, and therefore, worthless as far as God is concerned.

e.  The divine good being taught here is the honorable decision of the rich believer to share from his material abundance with other believers who are in need of financial help.


f.  This means that the financial help does not need to flow through the local church, the hands of the deacons, and especially not the hands of the pastor.  Rich believers can and should give directly to those other less fortunate believers in the congregation as God motivates them to do so.


g.  This does not mean that we give money to lazy, useless, drug addicted, alcoholic believers out of a sense of guilt or shame.  (We don’t support the addictions of others.)  That is not at all what God expects.  On the contrary, God expects us to provide for that young lady with a child, who recently lost her husband in the war and has no family to help her.  God expects us to help the old man who has no children and whose wife has died and is too weak to work for a living any more.


h.  This kind of charity, generosity, and sharing with others is something no one else in the church need know about.  It is a private matter between us and the person we are helping.  It is no one else’s business.

i.  This kind of giving is done as unto the Lord and not for the purpose of being recognized and complimented by others.

j.  The motivation must come from Bible doctrine in the soul and reciprocal love for God, combined with unconditional love for other believers in the congregation.

2.  “to be rich in honorable deeds,”

a.  The rich believer is to be rich in honorable, noble, excellent deeds in their relationships and dealings with other people.

b.  They are not to depend upon their wealth for success, but on their honor.

c.  They are not to put value in their money, but in their virtue.


d.  They are not to have confidence in their wealth, but in their wisdom.


e.  They are not to trust in their riches, but in their reciprocal love for God.


f.  Honorable, noble, praiseworthy deeds, works or production only come from:



(1)  Knowing the word of God, so that we know what God considers honorable.



(2)  Being filled with the Holy Spirit, so that we have the ability to do what God considers virtuous.



(3)  Having reciprocal love for God, so that we have the right motivation and mental attitude while producing the honorable deed we are doing.  We must do things for the right reasons.




(a)  A right thing done in a wrong way is wrong.




(b)  A wrong thing done in a right way is wrong.




(c)  A wrong thing done in a wrong way is obviously wrong.




(d)  A right thing must be done in a right way to be right.


g.  The production of divine good accumulates spiritual wealth, which is rewarded at the evaluation throne of Christ.



(1) 1 Cor 3:12-13, “If anyone builds upon the foundation gold, silver, valuable gems, various kinds of woods, grass, straw, the spiritual accomplishment of each person will become visible, for the day reveals [it], because it will be made fully known by means of fire, that is, the fire will test what sort of accomplishment is the accomplishment of each person.”


(2)  Mt 6:19-20, “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal.”


(3)  Lk 12:33, “Sell your possessions and give to charity; make yourselves money belts which do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near nor moth destroys.”
3.  “to be generous, liberal”

a.  Timothy is ordered by Paul to command the rich to be generous and liberal in their giving to the needs of others.

b.  Generosity is a virtue, when it is done with the proper motivation.  We might wonder what kind of motivation anyone would have, when they are being ordered to do something?  If they are positive to the word of God and are motivated to do what God wants, then being ordered to do something is no problem.  They are not offended.  A good soldier in the military is never offended by being ordered to do something.  They expect to be ordered and often want to be ordered.  They want their leader to be decisive and in control.  It is no different in the spiritual life.  We don’t want a God who pleads with us to do the right thing or begs us to follow His will.  That’s not leadership and is certainly not who and what God is.

c.  God commands because it is the right thing to do.  Paul commands Timothy because it is the right thing to do.  Timothy is to command the rich believer because it is the right thing to do.


d.  The commanding is necessary so that there will be an absolutely clear meaning of the Supreme Commander’s intent on the battlefield of human history.


e.  Our Commander, the Lord Jesus Christ, has given great wealth to certain believers in any given congregation, and expects them to do something important with that wealth.  God has given them wealth, so that they can be generous to others in need, so that they can be liberal in their giving to others.


g.  Wealth is a test for the rich believer to see if he is willing to obey this command.  The test is: what is more important to you, O rich believer, the will of God that you be generous to others, or the wealth that was not yours to begin with, but God’s wealth, which he entrusted to you?
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