1 Timothy 6:16



- is the appositional nominative subject from the masculine singular article and adjective MONOS, used as a substantive, meaning “the Only one” or “the unique one.”  This is followed by the nominative masculine singular present active participle from the verb ECHW, which means “to have: having.”

The present tense is an aoristic or static present for a present fact that is always true.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produces the action of having what is described here.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun ATHANASIA, which means “immortality as in ‘put on immortality’ = be clothed with an immortal body 1 Cor 15:53f.”

“the unique One having immortality,”
- is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular noun PHWS, meaning “light” followed by the appositional nominative masculine singular present active participle from the verb OIKEW, which means “to dwell, to live in.”

The present tense is an aoristic or static present for a present fact that is always true.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produces the action of having what is described here.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular adjective APROSITOS (which modifies the previous noun PHWS), meaning “unapproachable.”
“dwelling in unapproachable light,”
- is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “Whom” and referring to our Lord Jesus Christ.  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIDON, which means “to see.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which gathers into a single whole the action of mankind being able to see deity and regards it from the viewpoint of its existing results—mankind is not able to see deity.


The active voice indicates that no human being has ever been able to produce the action of being able to see God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective OUDEIS, used as a substantive, meaning “no one.”  With this we have the ablative of source from the masculine plural noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “from mankind.”  The entire subject is “no one from mankind.”  Then we have the coordinating conjunction OUDE, meaning “nor” when used in coordination with a preceding negative (OUDEIS).  This is followed by the aorist active infinitive from the verb EIDON again, meaning “to see.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist for a simple statement of fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that no human being produces the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which is used after certain verbs (such as DUNAMAI in our context) to complete the meaning of those verbs.

Then we have the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb DUNAMAI, which means “to be able.”

The present tense is a static present for a state or condition that perpetually exists.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning—no human being is able to produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“Whom no one from mankind has seen nor is able to see;”
 - is the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “to Whom” and still referring to our Lord Jesus Christ.  Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun TIMĒ, meaning “honor.”  The absence of the article indicates that this honor is of the highest quality.  This is followed by the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the neuter singular noun KRATOS, meaning “the exercise of ruling ability, power, rule, sovereignty Heb 2:14; 1 Tim 6:16; 1 Pet 4:11; 5:11; Jude 25; Rev 1:6; 5:13.”
  With this we have the nominative neuter singular adjective AIWNIOS, meaning “eternal.”  There is no verb here.  It is omitted by ellipsis and is included in brackets: “[be].”


Finally, we have the “strong affirmation of what is stated as expression of faith let it be so, truly, amen liturgical formula at the end of the liturgy, spoken by the congregation 1 Cor 14:16, compare Rev 5:14.  At the end of a doxology Rom 1:25 ; 9:5; 11:36; 15:33; 27; Gal 1:5; 6:18; Eph 3:21; Phil 4:20; 1 Tim 1:17; 6:16; 2 Tim 4:18; Heb 13:21; 1 Pet 4:11; 5:11; Jude 25; Rev 1:6; 7:12; Rev 1:7.  ‘Amen’ means ‘May it be so’; it was almost always put at the end of books, but not in the older manuscripts Mt 28:20; Mk 16:20; Lk 24:53; Jn 21:25; Acts 28:31; 1 Cor 16:24; 2 Cor 13:13; Heb 13:25; after the doxology Rev 19:4; 22:20; at beginning and end of a doxology Rev 7:12. ‘therefore the ‘amen’ is spoken through him to God’s glory’ (with reference to the liturgical use of ‘amen’) 2 Cor 1:20; 1 Cor 14:16.”
  From the Hebrew verb AMEN it means “It is certain” or “I believe it.”
“to Whom [be] honor and eternal ruling power.  Amen.”
1 Tim 6:16 corrected translation
“the unique One having immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light, Whom no one from mankind has seen nor is able to see; to Whom [be] honor and eternal ruling power.  Amen.”
Explanation:

1.  “the unique One having immortality,”

a.  The entire sentence reads “I order, before God , who gives life to all things, and Christ Jesus, who testified an excellent acknowledgment before Pontius Pilate, that you keep this commandment faultlessly and irreproachably until the appearance of our Lord Jesus Christ, which appearance the Happy and Only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords will exhibit at the proper time, the unique One having immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light, Whom no one from mankind has seen nor is able to see; to Whom [be] honor and eternal ruling power.  Amen.”

b.  This verse continues the description of our Lord Jesus Christ as the Happy and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords.

c.  He is the unique person of the universe, because He is truly God and truly man, combined in one unique person forever.  He is the only true deity that is also truly a human being, and He is the only human being that is also truly deity.

d.  Christ is also unique in that He is the first person ever resurrected from the dead.  His official title is “The First-born from the Dead.”

e.  He is unique in that He is the only person to ever die spiritually for the sins of the world.

f.  He is unique because He is the only human being to ever live on earth without sin.


g.  He is unique because He is the only person ever asked by God the Father to sit down at His right hand until the Father made His enemies a footstool for His feet.


h.  He is unique as God and unique as man.  He has both eternal life in His deity and eternal life in His true humanity.


i.  1 Cor 15:53-54 tells us that immortality is something that the believer in Christ has after this life, “For this perishable must put on incorruptibility and this mortal must put on immortality.  But whenever this perishable puts on incorruptibility and this mortal puts on immortality, then the statement which stands written will come about, ‘Death has been swallowed up because of victory.’”

j.  Immortality is distinguished from eternal life in:


(1)  2 Tim 1:9-10, “[God the Father] who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity, but now has been revealed by the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought [eternal] life and immortality to light through the gospel.”


(2)  Rom 2:5-8, “But because of your hardness and unrepentant right lobe [of the soul], you keep on storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath, even of the revelation of the righteous judgment from God, who [the Lord Jesus Christ] will render recompense to each person according to his works.  To those on the one hand who on the basis of the expectation of a good work are seeking eternal life, [there is] glory, honor, and immortality.  But to those on the other hand who from selfish ambition indeed refuse to believe the truth but keep on obeying unrighteousness—Anger and Wrath.”

k.  Immortality is the status within which eternal life exists.  We have eternal life now as believers in Christ, but we do not have immortality yet.  Immortality is the sphere in which eternal life is free to operate after death.  It is the status of never again being capable of dying.  There is nothing that can “kill” us once we are in the status of immortality.

l.  Jesus Christ is unique and in His status of immortality as a true human being in hypostatic union and resurrection body.
2.  “dwelling in unapproachable light,”

a.  Our Lord dwells in a light according to Ps104:1-2, “Happy is the Lord, O my soul. O Lord my God, You are very great. You are clothed with splendor and majesty, covering Yourself with light as with a cloak, stretching out heaven like a tent curtain.”

b.  This light was manifest on earth as the Shekinah Glory in the tabernacle and the temple.


c.  This light was manifest when our Lord appeared to Paul on the road to Damascus.


d.  This light was manifest when our Lord appeared in His glorified status on the Mount of Transfiguration, Mt 17:2.


e.  This unapproachable light is associated with our Lord’s deity, since it pre-existed His resurrection (He had it as the Shekinah Glory).


f.  This light acts as a protection to the righteousness of the deity of Christ.  It is so bright that He cannot be approached by any unbeliever, fallen angel, or have anything to do with sin.


g.  This is a pure light so powerful that nothing sinful and no creature with any kind of sin can approach Him without His permission.  Our Lord probably ‘turned down’ the light, when coming to see Abraham and have dinner with him.

h.  Unsanctified creatures, sin, human good, or evil cannot approach the deity of our Lord, which is why Moses was commanded to remove his man-made sandals from his feet before he approached the Lord in Ex 3:5.

i.  Our Lord has the power to approach sinful creatures with this light acting as the protection and manifestation of His holiness, as exemplified by His appearance to Paul as an unbeliever on the Damascus road.


j.  Our Lord has a title associated with this light, 1 Jn 1:5, “This is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is Light, and in Him there is no darkness at all.”

k.  This light is associated with the eternal clothing of the mature believer, Rev 3:5, “Thus, the winner shall be clothed in white garments, and I will never blot his name [new knighthood] out of the Book of Life [registry of all believers plus the titles of all mature believers], in fact, I will acknowledge his [name] new knighthood in the presence of My Father, and before His angels.”
3.  “Whom no one from mankind has seen nor is able to see;”

a.  This is a reference to the deity of Christ.  Deity is invisible to human beings.  Deity is quite visible to angels and mankind in the state of immortality.

b.  Twice, the apostle John mentions this fact with reference to God the Father.



(1)  Jn 1:18, “No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him.”


(2)  1 Jn 4:12, “No one has seen God at any time; if we love one another, God abides in us, and His love is perfected in us.”

c.  The word “mankind” is a reference to members of the human race who are unbelievers.  Unbelievers do not have the right or ability to see God the Father.


d.  We know that believers in resurrection body in heaven will be able to see God the Father because mature believers have the honor of being presented to God the Father as one of their eternal rewards, Rev 3:5 (quoted above).

e.  The spiritually dead unbeliever does not have the spiritual ability or physical ability to see God in His deity.  However, they will see the resurrected Christ in hypostatic union when He returns at His second advent.

f.  We see God the Father now through the power of the filling of the Holy Spirit and Bible doctrine in our soul.  The importance of this was stated by Peter in 1 Pet 1:8, “Whom, though having not seen, you love, and in Whom, though you do not see now but believe, you rejoice with inexpressible and glorious joy.”
4.  “to Whom [be] honor and eternal ruling power.  Amen.”

a.  Paul concludes his statement with the ultimate statement about the Lord Jesus Christ.

b.  He is worthy of all honor, Rev 5:12, “saying with a loud voice, ‘Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing.’”

c.  He is worthy to rule forever, Rev 5:12.


d.  There is not enough honor and glory that can be given to our Lord Jesus Christ, which is why it has to last forever.


e.  Nothing more needs to be said, because Paul fully believed it—Amen, the Aramaic word that means “I believe it.”
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