1 Timothy 6:15



- is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which,” referring to the feminine singular noun EPIPHANEIA = ‘appearance’ in the previous verse.  Then we have the locative of time from the masculine plural noun KAIROS, meaning “a defined period for an event; a definite, fixed time.”
  With this we have the adjective IDIOS, “pertaining to being distinctively characteristic of some entity, belonging to/peculiar to an individual; at the proper time 1 Tim 2:6; 3:4f, 12; 4:2; 5:4; 6:15; Tit 1:3.”
  The word IDIOS means “one’s own,” but when used with KAIROS it is used idiomatically meaning “the right time” as in Tit 1:3.
“which appearance at the proper time,”
- is the third person singular future active indicative from the verb DEIKNUMI, which means “to exhibit something that can be apprehended by one or more of the senses, point out, show, make known.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the Lord will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“will exhibit”
- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and adjective MAKARIOS, which means “the Happy.”  The Granville-Sharp rule applies here with one article governing two substantives (MAKARIOS and MONOS) connected by the conjunction KAI, meaning “and.”  Then we have the nominative masculine singular adjective MONOS, which means “only, unique (one and only).”  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun DUNASTĒS, which means “ruler, Sovereign.”  This is followed by the appositional nominative subject from the masculine singular article (which governs both the word BASILEUS and the noun KURIOS as another example of the Granville-Sharp rule) and noun BASILEUS, which means “the King.”  With this we have the articular genitive masculine plural present active participle from the verb BASILEUW, which means “to rule.”  The articular participle is used as a substantive, meaning “of rulers, kings.”  The title is “the King of kings.”  Then we have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the appositional nominative subject from the masculine singular noun KURIOS meaning “the Lord.”  With this we have the articular genitive masculine plural present active participle from the verb KURIEUW, which means “to exercise authority or have control, rule, of persons.”
  The articular participle is used as a substantive, meaning “of rulers, lords.”  The title is “the Lord of lords.”
“the Happy and Only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords”
1 Tim 6:15 corrected translation
“which appearance the Happy and Only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords will exhibit at the proper time,”
Explanation:
1.  “which appearance the Happy and Only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords will exhibit”

a.  The entire sentence reads thus far: “I order, before God, who gives life to all things, and Christ Jesus, who testified an excellent acknowledgment before Pontius Pilate, that you keep this commandment faultlessly and irreproachably until the appearance of our Lord Jesus Christ, which appearance the happy and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, will exhibit at the proper time, …”

b.  The Rapture or exit-resurrection of the Church is the Lord’s show.  He is the star of the show, the featured ‘guest-speaker’, etc.

c.  He is given two titles here:



(1)  The Happy and Only Sovereign.



(2)  The King of kings and Lord of lords.


d.  Our Lord is the Happy Sovereign.



(1)  Our Lord has always been and will always be happy as eternal God.  Deity is never unhappy.  Deity cannot be anything but happy.



(2)  However, this is not a reference to our Lord in His deity but to our Lord in hypostatic union, for He will rule as the God-Man and rule in total happiness.



(a)  1 Chr 29:10, “So David blessed the Lord in the sight of all the assembly; and David said, ‘Happy are You, O Lord God of Israel our father, forever and ever.’”



(b)  Ps 68:35, “O God, You are awesome from Your sanctuary.  The God of Israel Himself gives strength and power to the people.  Happy is God.”



(c)  Ps 119:12, “Happy are You, O Lord; teach me Your statutes.”


(3)  Happiness associated with the rule of our Lord is mentioned in Rev 19:6, “Then I heard something like the voice of a great multitude and like the sound of many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, saying, ‘Hallelujah.  For the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns.’”

e.  Our Lord in hypostatic union will be perfectly happy with His rulership of the world during His millennial reign, just as He will be perfectly happy with His eternal rulership of the new heavens and the new earth.


f.  Ps 103:19 declares that the Lord rules from heaven, “The Lord has established His throne in the heavens, and His sovereignty rules over all.”

g.  The fact that our Lord’s kingdom has nothing to do with the rulership of Satan’s cosmic system or the current world as we know it is mentioned by our Lord in Jn 18:36, “Jesus answered, ‘My kingdom is not of this world.  If My kingdom were of this world, then My servants would be fighting so that I would not be handed over to the Jews; but as it is, My kingdom is not of this realm.’”  This is why the earth must be changed completely in order for our Lord to rule in His kingdom on earth.


h.  The fact that our Lord has a kingdom on earth is mentioned in:



(1)  Lk 22:30, “that you may eat and drink at My table in My kingdom, and you will sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.”


(2)  1 Chr 17:7-12, “Now, therefore, thus shall you say to My servant David, ‘Thus says the Lord of the Armies (Jesus Christ), “I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, to be leader over My people Israel.  I have been with you wherever you have gone, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make you a name like the name of the great ones who are in the earth.  I will appoint a place for My people Israel, and will plant them, so that they may dwell in their own place and not be moved again; and the wicked will not waste them anymore as formerly, even from the day that I commanded judges to be over My people Israel.  And I will subdue all your enemies.  Moreover, I tell you that the Lord will build a house for you.  When your days are fulfilled that you must go to be with your fathers, that I will set up one of your descendants after you, who will be of your sons; and I will establish his kingdom [Solomon].  He shall build for Me a house, and I will establish his throne forever [through the rule of Jesus Christ].  I will be his father and he shall be My son; and I will not take My unfailing love away from him, as I took it from him who was before you [Saul].  But I will settle him in My house and in My kingdom forever [the eternal rule of Christ over the new earth and new Jerusalem], and his throne shall be established forever.”’”


(3)  Ps 145:11-13, “They shall speak of the glory of Your kingdom and talk of Your power; to make known to the sons of men Your mighty acts and the glory of the majesty of Your kingdom.  Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and Your dominion endures throughout all generations.”


(4)  Mt 20:21, “And He said to her, ‘What do you wish?’ She said to Him, ‘Command that in Your kingdom these two sons of mine may sit one on Your right and one on Your left.’”


(5)  This kingdom belongs to the Father, who gives rulership to the Son.  Lk 11:2, “And He said to them, ‘When you pray, say: “Father, hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom come.”’”


(6)  Our Lord in turn shares His kingdom with the royal family and they rule with Him, Lk 12:32, “Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has chosen gladly to give you the kingdom.”


(7) Lk 23:42, “And he was saying, ‘Jesus, remember me when You come in Your kingdom.’”


(8)  Heb 1:8, “But of the Son He says, ‘Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, and the righteous scepter is the scepter of His kingdom.’”


(9)  Rev 1:9, “I, John, your brother and fellow partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and perseverance which are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus.”

i.  The title ‘King of kings and Lord of lords’ is also mentioned in:



(1)  Rev 17:14, “These will wage war against the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, because He is Lord of lords and King of kings, and those who are with Him are the called and chosen and faithful.”


(2)  Rev 19:16, “And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, ‘KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.’”


(3)  The Lord Jesus Christ in hypostatic union and glorified resurrection body is the “The Lord” and “The King.”


(4)  The royal family of God, that is, all Church Age believers who are in union with Him, are the “lords” and the “kings.”


(5)  We shall rule with Christ as “lords” and “kings.”



(a)  Rom 8:17, “and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.”  Fellow-heirs means fellow-rulership with Christ.



(b)  Col 3:4, “When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory.”  We share in His rulership by being in union with Him.



(c)  2 Tim 2:12, “If we endure, we will also reign with Him; if we deny Him, He also will deny us [rulership with Him].”



(d)  Rev 17:14, “These will wage war against the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, because He is Lord of lords and King of kings, and those who are with Him are the called and chosen and faithful.”



(e)  Rev 20:6, “Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years.”
2.  “at the proper time,”

a.  The exit-resurrection or Rapture of the Church is exhibited, made known, empirically experienced at the proper time in human history.

b.  We do not know the day or hour when this occurs as per our Lord’s statement “But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone. Mt 24:36; Mk 13:32; Mk 13:32.

c.  We know that this does not refer to the second advent of Christ, since that day and hour is prophesied clearly as almost seven years (Mt 24:22 those days must be cut short) after the exit resurrection of the Church.  The Tribulation lasts seven years, and half way through the Tribulation Israel is told to flee to the mountains, and is protected there for 1260 days (42 months consisting of 30 days in each month).  Rev 12:6, “Then the woman [Israel] fled into the wilderness where she had a place prepared by God, so that there she would be nourished for one thousand two hundred and sixty days.”

d.  God’s timing is always perfect.  He knows the perfect time for the start of a pastor’s ministry and the perfect time for its end.  Paul was nearing the end of his ministry and so this statement had great personal meaning to him.


e.  The timing of all things in human history is directly related to Satan’s appeal trial.

f.  No one knows except God the Father, when He will stop allowing witnesses to be called during this phase of the trial.  But when that decision is made by God the Father, our Lord immediately implements the decision and gets His royal family out of Satan’s kingdom and as far away from earth as possible—completely out of this universe.

g.  God the Father makes the decision and the King of kings and Lord of lords makes known that decision by removing the Church immediately from the angelic conflict.  This is an exhibition of:


(1)  Our Lord’s control of human history.



(2)  His love for His bride.



(3)  His total obedience to the will of the Father.



(4)  His power and authority as the King of kings and Lord of lords, which is about to be revealed in His millennial reign.
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