1 Timothy 6:14



- is the accusative-infinitive construction, used as the direct object of the main verb “I order” at the beginning of the previous verse, which is the first half of this sentence.  We have the aorist active infinitive from the verb TĒREW, which means “(1) to guard; (2) to cause a state, condition, or activity to continue: keep, hold, reserve, or preserve.”


The aorist tense is a futuristic aorist, which regards as a fact in its entirety what is going to happen as though it had already happened (and in the case of Timothy, it had already happened).

The active voice indicates that Timothy will produce the action or is expected to produce the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose with the accusative subject of the infinitive from the  second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” (referring to Timothy), which follows and acts as the “subject” of the infinitive and doubles as the object of the main verb “I order.”
Then we have the double accusative of primary and secondary objects from the feminine singular article, used as a demonstrative pronoun, meaning “this” and the noun ENTOLĒ, which means “this commandment” and refers to the command given by Paul in verse 12 “keep on competing in that noble contest for doctrine.”  This is followed by the secondary object of the double accusative in the accusative feminine singular adjective ASPILOS, which “pertains to being of untainted character, pure, without fault of inward condition, as of character 2 Pet 3:14; keep oneself unspotted by the world Jam 1:27; 1 Tim 6:14.”
  With this we also have the accusative feminine singular adjective ANEPILĒMPTOS, which means “irreproachable 1 Tim 3:2; 5:7; 6:14” or ‘above criticism, beyond reproach’.  These are adjectives used adverbially, modifying the verb “to keep” and indicating the manner in which the action of keeping this commandment is carried out.  “The adjective is sometimes used in the place of an adverb.  Some of the uses are analogous to colloquial English, such as “﻿I am doing good,﻿” or “﻿Come here quick.﻿”  Other, more frequent, instances involve idiomatic uses of the adjective, such as the accusative adjective in the neuter used adverbially.”
 

“that you keep this commandment faultlessly and irreproachably”
- is the preposition MECHRI, used as a “marker of continuance in time up to a point, meaning: until” plus the genitive of time from the feminine singular article and noun EPIPHANEIA, which means “the act of appearing, appearance of Jesus, of his first appearance on earth 2 Tim 1:10; 4:1, 8; 1 Tim 6:14; Tit 2:13; 2 Thes 2:8, the appearance of his coming.”
  Then we have the genitive masculine singular from the article and nouns KURIOS, IĒSOUS, and CHRISTOS with the possessive genitive of the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  This can be:


1.  A possessive genitive, indicating that the appearance belongs to the Lord Jesus Christ.


2.  A genitive of the producer, indicating that our Lord Jesus Christ produces the appearance.
“until the appearance of our Lord Jesus Christ,”
1 Tim 6:14 corrected translation
“that you keep this commandment faultlessly and irreproachably until the appearance of our Lord Jesus Christ,”
Explanation:
1.  “that you keep this commandment faultlessly and irreproachably”

a.  The entire sentence thus far reads: “I order before God, who gives life to all things, and Christ Jesus, who testified an excellent acknowledgment before Pontius Pilate, that you keep this commandment faultlessly and irreproachably until the appearance of our Lord Jesus Christ,”

b.  The commandment Paul is ordering Timothy to keep is the commandment of verse 12, “Keep on competing in that noble contest for doctrine.”  Paul expects the pastor-teacher to keep on fighting on the side of Bible doctrine against the false teaching of Satan’s cosmic system as long as he lives or until the Rapture of the Church, whichever occurs first.

c.  Paul expects the pastor to continue to fight for doctrine faultlessly.



(1)  This means the pastor must be completely accurate in what he teaches.



(2)  This means he must study diligently in order to be accurate.



(3)  This means he must be able to study from the original languages of Scripture in order to be accurate.



(4)  This means he must be prepared academically.  His preparation includes understanding the languages of Scripture, just as Timothy had to learn and understand Hebrew and Aramaic, and all the dialects of Greek.  It includes understanding the historical background of Scriptures, which even Timothy had to learn regarding the events surrounding the life of our Lord Jesus Christ in Jerusalem, since Timothy was born and raised in Lystra of Asia Minor.


(5)  This means the pastor must teach the word of God objectively.


(6)  This means he must teach honestly.  He must teach what is there regardless of whose feelings are hurt, or who does not like it, or who agrees or disagrees with it.



(7)  This means he must repeat, so that there is no misunderstanding on the part of anyone in the congregation.  People don’t necessarily understand everything correctly the first time they hear it.



(8)  This means he must be willing to admit his teaching mistakes (everyone makes mistakes, even pastors) and correct them quickly, openly, and honestly before the congregation.

e.  Paul expects the pastor to continue to fight for doctrine irreproachably.



(1)  This means that the pastor must fight for doctrine in such a manner that he meets the standards of:




(a)  2 Cor 8:21, “For we take into consideration what is morally unobjectionable (good, noble, blameless, praiseworthy) not only in the sight of the Lord but also in the sight of men.”



(b)  1 Thes 2:10-12, “You are witnesses, and [so is] God how we behaved toward you believers in a manner pleasing to God both righteously and blamelessly, just as you know how we appealed to all of you both encouraging and bearing witness to each one of you as a father his own children, in order that you might continue to walk worthy of God [the Lord Jesus Christ], who called you into His own kingdom and glory.”



(c)  Tit 1:7-9, “For the guardian [pastor-teacher] must be blameless as the public official of God, not self-willed, not quick-tempered, not an alcoholic, not a bully, not greedy, but hospitable, someone who loves intrinsic good, prudent (thoughtful/self-controlled), just (honest, righteous), pleasing to God, self-disciplined, holding firmly to the true doctrine on the basis of instruction, in order that he might be able both to exhort in the sphere of sound teaching and to expose those who oppose.”


(2)  This is the same standard Paul set for all believers in Phil 2:14-16, “Keep on doing all things without complaints and arguments, in order that you might become blameless and innocent, faultless sons of God in the middle of a unscrupulous and perverted generation, among whom you keep shining as stars in the world, continuing to fix your attention on and hold firmly to (believe) the Word of Life resulting in my pride on the day of Christ [the Rapture], that I have not run in vain, nor worked hard for no purpose.”


(3)  The pastor must do nothing worthy of criticism by unbelievers or other believers, even though he will be criticized for simply teaching doctrine accurately and faithfully.

2.  “until the appearance of our Lord Jesus Christ,”

a.  This final phrase tells Timothy and other pastors how long they are expected to keep fighting for doctrine—until the Rapture or exit-resurrection of the Church (or their death, whichever comes first).

b.  This phrase indicates Paul’s belief in the immanency of the exit-resurrection of the Church.  He believed that it could happen before the death of Timothy.  Paul was certainly not asking Timothy to fight for doctrine after his physical death while waiting in heaven for the second advent of Christ.  That makes no logical sense.

c.  The appearance of our Lord Jesus Christ is the Rapture or exit-resurrection of the Church as mentioned in:



(1)  Tit 2:11-12, “So the saving grace of God is showing itself to all mankind, training us through corrective discipline, so that by rejecting the unspiritual life and the desires of the cosmic system, we might live in a self-controlled manner both righteously and in a spiritual manner in this present age.”


(2)  1 Thes 4:15-17, “For we declare this to you by means of the word of the Lord that we who remain alive at the coming of the Lord will never precede those who have fallen asleep, because the Lord Himself, by means of a command, by means of the sound of an archangel, that is, by means of the trumpet blast of God, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first, then we who are alive, the ones who are left behind, at the same time we shall be snatched together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the atmosphere and so we shall always be with the Lord.”

d.  There is never a day in the life of the pastor, when he is not expected to fight for doctrine.  He contests for doctrine by his willing, humble, obedience to the will, plan, and purpose of God for his life.  He contests for doctrine by faithfully teaching the word of God.  He contests for doctrine by reproof, by correction, by instruction in righteousness, so that his fellow-believers may become mature, thoroughly equipped for every good of intrinsic value production (2 Tim 3:16-17).
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