1 Timothy 6:12
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- is the second person singular present deponent middle/passive imperative from the verb AGWNIZOMAI, which means “(1) of an athletic contest, used both literally and figuratively to engage in a contest 1 Cor 9:25; (2) to fight, struggle literally with weapons Jn 18:36, and generally of any struggle Col 1:29; 4:12; 1 Tim 4:10; 6:12; 2 Tim 4:7.”
  In the first sense we would use the modern word “to compete.”  Because of Paul’s use of this word in an athletic metaphor in 1 Tim 4:10 (and Col 1:29—Col 4:12 could be regarded either way), this is probably the same use here.

The present tense is a customary and durative present for what Paul reasonably expects to continue to take place, since it began in the past and is currently happening.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning, Timothy being commanded to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the cognate accusative of the inner object from the masculine singular article, the adjective KALOS, meaning “good, excellent, honorable, noble, praiseworthy”, and the noun AGWN, meaning “(1) competition, a contest, a race; (2) a struggle, a fight.”  With this we have the objective genitive from the feminine singular noun PISTIS, used in its passive sense, meaning “what is believed” or “the body of faith,” that is, Bible doctrine.  The sense of the objective genitive is that the word in the genitive receives the action of the noun of action—competition or struggle.  The contest is “for doctrine” in the sense that the pastor-teacher struggles for the cause of Bible doctrine.  He fights on the side of doctrine against false doctrine.
“Keep on competing in that noble contest for doctrine;”
- is the second person singular aorist deponent middle imperative from the verb EPILAMBANOMAI, which means “(1) to take hold of in order to make one’s own, compare verse 19, ‘in order that they may take hold of the blessings of what is really life’; (2) to be concerned about.”


The present tense is a customary and durative present for what Paul reasonably expects to continue to take place, since it began in the past and is currently happening.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning, Timothy being commanded to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

This is followed by the genitive direct object from the feminine singular article, adjective AIWNIOS, which means “eternal” and the noun ZWĒ, which means “life.”
“take hold of eternal life,”
- is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “into which” eternal life.  Then we have the second person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb KALEW, which means “to be called; to be elected, selected, or chosen.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which looks at the past historical fact of Timothy already having been saved and emphasizes that permanent state or condition.


The passive voice indicates that Timothy received the action of being saved in the past.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“into which you have been elected,”
 - is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” with the second person singular aorist active indicative from the verb HOMOLOGEW, which means “to acknowledge something, ordinarily in public, acknowledge, claim, profess, or praise.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which looks at the past historical fact of Timothy already having publicly acknowledged his faith in Christ and spiritual gift of pastor-teacher.


The active voice indicates that Timothy produced the action in the past.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the cognate accusative direct object from the feminine singular article, the noun KALOS, meaning “good, noble, honorable, excellent, praiseworthy,” and the noun HOMOLOGIA, which means “expression of allegiance as an action, professing, confessing 2 Cor 9:13; statement of allegiance, as content of an action, confession, acknowledgment that one makes.”
  Finally, we have the improper preposition ENWPION with the adverbial genitive of place from the masculine plural adjective POLUS, meaning “many” and the noun MARTUS, meaning “witnesses.”  The phrase is translated “in the presence of many witnesses.”
“and have acknowledged the honorable acknowledgment in the presence of many witnesses.”
1 Tim 6:12 corrected translation
“Keep on competing in that noble contest for doctrine; take hold of eternal life, into which you have been elected and have acknowledged the honorable acknowledgment in the presence of many witnesses.”
Explanation:
1.  “Keep on competing in that noble contest for doctrine;”

a.  We are in a spiritual battle, a warfare, a contest between good and evil.  Every believer plays a significant role in human history in this contest.  What we think, say, and do has a direct impact in the angelic conflict.

b.  God wants us to keep going in the race, to get up and fight another round, to go into one more overtime, to keep battling until the final bell.  Paul’s command from the Lord to Timothy is to keep on competing in that contest, to keep on fighting in that battle.


c.  We fight on the side of Bible doctrine.  Our battle is for the word of God.  We fight for the word of God by learning, believing, and living according to what it says.  Our battle is the daily fight to learn and live doctrine.  It is a daily struggle to get up and go to church, to set aside time to study God’s word, to listen to the teaching of doctrine without distraction.


d.  It is a daily struggle to believe what the word of God says and then make it a part of our norms and standards.  It is a daily struggle or fight to apply the doctrine we have learned objectively and correctly as God would have it instead of just doing what we want.  It is a struggle because we often fail and need to get up and fight another round.  It is a battle to keep saying ‘no’ to the sin nature.  It is a battle that never ends.  It continues every day we are alive.


e.  The critical thing for the pastor-teacher is that he must keep going, he must keep studying, he must keep teaching.  He cannot quit, give up, or get discouraged.  Everyday is another day to fight for doctrine against the evil of Satan’s cosmic system.


f.  The battle, fight, struggle, and contest we are in is the most honorable, most noble, most praiseworthy contest that has ever existed.



(1)  This contest is honorable because the love and integrity of God are involved as the issue.  The most noble thing a man can do in life is prove or demonstrate that he trusts in the love of God.  The most praiseworthy thing any human being can do is trust in the love that God has for him.



(2)  Every day that doctrine wins over evil in our soul is a day of honoring the love of God.  Every day that the word of God is more important to us than the desires of the lust pattern of the sin nature is a day worthy of the praise of God.


g.  The pastor executes this command by studying the word of God on a daily basis and teaching doctrine as often as he can.  The member of the royal family of God executes this command by believing what is taught and circulating it in his soul on a daily basis.

2.  “take hold of eternal life,”

a.  Paul follows this command to keep going in the execution of the spiritual with another command related to our future life.  This means to be concerned about how we will live forever.  That is, live our life in the light of eternity.

b.  To be concerned about one’s eternal life, which is also a good translation here, does not refer to the possible loss of eternal life, for that cannot happen—“no one will snatch them out of My hand.”  Instead it refers to living the spiritual life now, as if we are already about to live the eternal life with God, because we are.  We are really only moments away from our eternal life, because our human life is a flash of time compared to eternity.


c.  Taking hold of eternal life means seizing and holding the blessings for time, so that we glorify God and guarantee our blessings for the eternal state.  Since we are commanded to take hold of eternal life, there must be a biblical explanation of how we do this, and there is.



(1)  The negative commands:




(a)  “Stop thinking of self in terms of arrogance,” Rom 12:2.




(b)  “Do not be haughty in mind.  Do not be wise in your own estimation,” Rom 12:16.



(b)  “Stop grieving the Holy Spirit,” Eph 4:30.




(c)  “Stop quenching (suppressing) the Holy Spirit,” 1 Thes 5:19.



(d)  “Do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its lusts,” Rom 6:12.




(e)  “Do not go on presenting the members of your body to the sin nature as instruments of unrighteousness,” Rom 6:13a.




(f)  Rom 12:21, “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.”



(g)  1 Cor 10:7, “Do not be idolaters.”



(h)  1 Cor 14:20, “Do not be children in your thinking; yet in evil be infants, but in your thinking be mature.”



(i)  1 Cor 15:33, “Do not be deceived: ‘Bad company corrupts good morals.’”



(j)  2 Cor 4:16, “Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day.”



(k)  2 Cor 10:3, “For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh.”



(l)  Gal 5:1, “Keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery.”



(m)  Gal 5:13, “Do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh.”



(n)  Gal 6:7, “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.”



(o)  Gal 6:9, “Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we will reap if we do not grow weary.”



(p)  Eph 4:26, “Do not let the sun go down on your anger.”



(q)  Eph 4:27, “Do not give the devil an opportunity.”



(r)  Eph 5:11, “Do not participate in the unfruitful deeds of darkness.”



(s)  Eph 5:17, “Do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.”



(t)  Phil 2:4, “Do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.”



(u)  Col 3:9, “Do not lie to one another.”



(v)  1 Thes 5:6, “Let us not sleep as others do, but let us be alert and sober.”



(w)  1 Thes 5:20, “Do not despise prophetic utterances.”



(x)  2 Thes 3:13, “Do not grow weary of doing good.”



(y)  1 Tim 4:14, “Do not neglect the spiritual gift within you.”



(z)  Heb 3:8, “Do not harden your hearts.”



(aa)  Heb 10:35, “Do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward.”



(bb)  Heb 12:5, “Do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor faint when you are reproved by Him.”



(cc)  Heb 13:9, “Do not be carried away by varied and strange teachings.”



(dd)  Heb 13:16, “Do not neglect doing good and sharing, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.”



(ee)  Jam 1:16, “Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren.”



(ff)  Jam 3:14, “Do not be arrogant and so lie against the truth.”



(gg)  Jam 4:11, “Do not slander one another, brethren.”



(hh)  Jam 5:9, “Do not complain, brethren, against one another.”



(ii)  1 Pet 1:14, “Do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in your ignorance.”



(jj)  1 Pet 2:16, “Do not use your freedom as a covering for evil.”



(kk)  1 Jn 2:15, “Do not love the world nor the things in the world.”



(ll)  1 Jn 4:1, “Do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world.”



(mm)  2 Jn 1:8, “Do not lose what we have accomplished.”



(nn)  3 Jn 1:11, “Beloved, do not imitate what is evil, but what is good.”


(2)  The positive commands:




(a)  “Be filled with the Spirit,” 




(b)  “Present yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God,” Rom 6:13b.




(c)  1 Cor 9:24b, “Run in such a way that you may win.”



(d)  Phil 3:13, “but one thing I do—forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead.”



(e)  Heb 13:17, “Obey your leaders and submit to them.”



(f)  2 Pet 3:18, “But grow in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”

d.  We take hold of eternal life by willing, humble, obedience to the will of God now, since we will automatically have willing, humble, obedience to the will of God in resurrection body and eternal life in the eternal state.

e.  We take hold of eternal life now by learning and executing the will of God.  We must learn what God wants and then be eager and willing to do what God wants.


f.  Our eternal life will be a life of pleasing God in everything we think, say, and do.  We have the opportunity to get started on the execution of that life right now.
3.  “into which you have been elected,”

a.  We were chosen or elected to privilege by God for the special purpose of living our eternal life now on earth by learning and executing His will now.

b.  God is glorified by what we think, say, and do, when those things are compatible with His perfect love and integrity.

c.  God will be constantly and eternally glorified by us once we are in a resurrection body.  However, we also have the opportunity to glorify God right now with the eternal life He has given us at salvation.


d.  The Church Age believer has a unique opportunity in human history—the opportunity to take hold of and make use of our eternal life right now.  We have the unique privilege and honor of living a life of willing and humble obedience to God right now.  We have been chosen by God out of all believers in the history of mankind to glorify God in this manner.  This is another thing about the royal family of God that makes us unique.


e.  God has chosen the believers of the Church Age to have eternal life, just as He has chosen any believer in any dispensation to have eternal life.  But having eternal life means much more to the Church Age believer.  We get to use that eternal life right now.  We don’t have to wait for the eternal state.

f.  Living our eternal life now means the glorification of God now, which means receiving blessings for time, which are a down payment on our blessings for eternity.

g.  Therefore, this command becomes a command to execute the will, plan, and purpose of God with the resultant reception of our blessings for time, so that God is glorified and we are blessed.

4.  “and have acknowledged the honorable acknowledgment in the presence of many witnesses.”

a.  Paul concludes this thought by reminding Timothy that he publicly acknowledged before the elect and fallen angels, before his friends and loved ones, and before strangers throughout his missionary travels that he had believed in Christ and received eternal life.

b.  The honorable or noble or praiseworthy acknowledgment is the fact that Jesus Christ went to the cross and died spiritually as a substitute for Timothy, so that by trusting in the Lord’s work Timothy has received eternal life.

c.  The many witnesses include not only all the human witnesses that have heard Timothy speak in the many churches where he has traveled for twenty years with Paul, but also the entire Ephesian congregation, which ordained him as their pastor.  Not only this but also all the angels are witnesses to the acknowledgment of Timothy of his faith in Christ and belief in the fact he has eternal life.


d.  One of the most honorable things we will ever do as believers is testify and acknowledge to others that we have believed in Christ and received eternal life.  Make no mistake about this and do not take it lightly, our acknowledgment of this fact has resulted in the greatest thing God could possibly give us—His very own eternal life.


e.  Since God has already given us the greatest thing He could ever give us, we have the opportunity to take hold of that eternal life and make the most of it in time and eternity.
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