1 Timothy 6:11



- is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning, “But, However, Instead, Yet.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to Timothy personally.  This is followed by the vocative of exclamation and emphasis from the masculine singular particle W and the noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “O man.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “of God” in the sense of belonging to God.  Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “these things.”  This is followed by the second person singular present active imperative from the verb PHEUGW, which means “to keep from doing something by avoiding it because of its potential damage, flee from, avoid, shun, 1 Cor 6:18, 10:14; 1 Tim 6:11; 2 Tim 2:22.”


The present tense is a durative present to continue an action already begun in the past and expected to continue in the future.


The active voice indicates that Timothy is to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

“But you, O man of God, keep avoiding these things.”
- is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “But, However, Yet, Instead.”  This is followed by the second person singular present active imperative from the verb DIWKW, which means “to pursue, run after.”

The present tense is a durative present to continue an action already begin in the past and expected to continue in the future.

The active voice indicates that Timothy is to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

“Instead keep pursuing”
- these are a series of accusative direct objects from the feminine singular nouns:
DIKAIOSUNĒ which means “righteousness.”
EUSEBEIA which means “respect for God; the spiritual life.”
PISTIS which means “what is believed” or “doctrine” in its passive sense.

AGAPĒ which means “virtue-love,” which is composed of reciprocal love for God and unconditional impersonal love for mankind.

HUPOMONĒ which means “patience, steadfastness, perseverance, endurance, fortitude.”
PRAUPATHIA which means “the opposite of an overbearing attitude—a state or condition of humility, gentleness, kindness, thoughtfulness, courtesy, considerateness.
“righteousness, respect for God, doctrine, virtue-love, perseverance, humble kindness.”
1 Tim 6:11 corrected translation
“But you, O man of God, keep avoiding these things.  Instead keep pursuing righteousness, respect for God, doctrine, virtue-love, perseverance, humble kindness.”
Explanation:
1.  “But you, O man of God, keep avoiding these things.”

a.  In contrast to the false teacher in monetary reversionism, the genuine pastor-teacher of the local church is first and foremost to be a man of God.

b.  A man of God is someone who avoids reversionism.

c.  A man of God is not in the ministry for making a financial profit.


d.  A man of God avoids perpetual carnality by the use of the recovery procedure of acknowledging his sins to God.

e.  A man of God does not allow himself to get locked into negative volition to doctrine.


f.  A man of God avoids argumentation, dissension, verbal debates, and verbal speculations.


g.  A man of God keeps his eyes on the Living Word, Jesus Christ, and on the written word, Bible doctrine.


h.  A man of God keeps on learning doctrine and growing in grace and the knowledge of the Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.


i.  A man of God is obedient to the desires of the Lord Jesus Christ.


j.  The man of God advances to spiritual maturity, becomes an invisible hero, and glorifies God to the maximum.


k.  The man of God is persistent and consistent in learning and applying doctrine, respecting and loving God, applying doctrine through the problem solving devices of God’s plan, and executing the spiritual life by obedience to the will, plan, and purpose of God.

2.  “Instead keep pursuing”

a.  Instead of reversionism and Christian degeneracy, the pastor-teacher (and by extension every member of the congregation) is to keep on pursuing the six things Paul lists here.

b.  Notice that the believer is expected to take action to pursue these things.  These are not things that you sit on your hands and wait to magically happen.  Pursuing these things requires our positive volition to learning and applying doctrine on a consistent and persistent basis.  We never “arrive” in the Christian life.  We just keep on advancing.


c.  If we fall down, get up and keep moving, keep pursuing, keep advancing.


d.  We pursue the Christian virtues listed here by:



(1)  learning what they are,



(2)  making them a permanent part of our conscience or norms and standards in life,


(3)  recalling them as necessary to meet the circumstances of life on God’s agenda,



(4)  making decisions, and taking action as necessary based upon these virtues,



(5)  so that the will of God is executed and God is glorified by once again proving that one of His creatures can and will do what He asks of their own free will, because they love Him.

3.  “righteousness,”

a.  These virtues are given in their order of importance.

b.  The first and most important thing any believer, but especially the pastor-teacher, must have in the spiritual life is righteousness.  Therefore, it becomes critical to accurately define righteousness.  Mt 6:33, “But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.”

c.  Righteousness is doing what is right or doing the right thing.


d.  In the spiritual life righteousness comes in two parts.



(1)  Positional righteousness is what God does for us at the moment we believe in Christ by imputing His very own perfect righteousness to the human spirit He creates in us.  This makes us as good as God is positionally and qualifies us to live with God forever.



(2)  The second part of righteousness is what God develops in us as we learn His will and begin to execute it.  This is experiential righteousness or spiritual capacity righteousness or the righteousness of the spiritual life.


e.  We cannot pursue the righteousness given to us at salvation since it is a gift of God and not of works, lest any man should boast.


f.  The righteousness we can pursue is the experiential righteousness of executing the will of God by doing what He wants.

g.  Experiential righteousness is the willing, humble, obedience to the will of God or “WHO.”


(1)  “Willing” emphasizes the fact that our volition is involved.  This is something we must want to do, and must do of our own free will without the coercion of family, friends, loved ones, or any other factor.



(2)  “Humble” emphasizes the mental attitude required, in contrast to the arrogant attitude of legalism or self-righteousness as manifest by the Pharisees, Sadducees, and Scribes.



(3)  “Obedience” emphasizes the experiential action required by us based upon our understanding of the will of God.


h.  When we learn the will of God, we must be willing to obey His will with an attitude of humility.  This is the first and foremost virtue in the spiritual life of any believer.  Rom 6:16, “Do you not know that the one to whom you present yourselves as slaves for the purpose of obedience, you are slaves to the one to whom you habitually render obedience, either of the sin nature resulting in death or of obedience resulting in [experiential or spiritual capacity] righteousness.”

i.  Without willing, humble, obedience it is impossible to please God.  Heb 11:6, “And without doctrine it is impossible to please Him for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.”

j.  Without willing, humble obedience there is no glorification of God.


k.  Without willing, humble, obedience there is no love of God, 1 Jn 5:2-3, “By this we have come to know that we keep loving the children of God—whenever we love God and we execute His mandates.  For this is love for God: that we might continue executing His mandates, and His mandates are not difficult.”

l.  Without willing, humble, obedience there is no execution of the spiritual life.


m.  Without willing, humble, obedience the rest of the spiritual life does not matter because it does not function.


n.  1 Jn 3:10, “By this the children of God and the children of the devil are manifest.  Everyone who does not produce righteousness is not from God, that is, the one who does not love his fellow-believer.”  John uses unconditional love for other believers as his illustration of willing, humble, obedience to the will of God, that is, as the spiritual capacity righteousness of the spiritual life.
4.   “respect for God,”

a.  The willing, humble, obedience to the will of God produces respect for God in the spiritual life.

b.  Respect for God is one-half of reciprocal love for God.  The other half of reciprocal love for God is our personal love for Him.  Personal love for God plus respect for God equals reciprocal love for God, 1 Jn 4:19, “We love because He first loved us.”  Our loves is reciprocal.  It follows God’s love for us.

c.  Respect for God, which is love for God, is the spiritual life of the believer.  The whole point of the spiritual life is to love God.


d.  Without respect for God, which is our motivation to do the will of God, what is the point of life?  There is none.


e.  Respect, love, and obedience to God are all a part of the same motivation of the willing, humble, obedience of experiential righteousness.  They are mentioned many times in Scripture.


(1)  Jn 5:42, “but I know you, that you do not have the love of God in yourselves.”


(2)  Rom 5:5, “And absolute confidence [in God] never causes shame and disappointment, because the love for God has been poured out in our right lobes through the Holy Spirit, who was given to us for our benefit.”


(3)  1 Cor 2:9, ‘but just as it is written, ‘Things which eye has not seen and ear has not heard, and which have not entered the heart of man, all that God has prepared for those who love Him.’”


(4)  2 Thes 3:5, “In fact may the Lord direct your hearts into the virtue-love of God and into the patience [endurance, perseverance] of Christ.”


(5)  2 Tim 1:7, “For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and discipline.”


(6)  Jam 2:5, “Listen, my beloved brethren: did not God choose the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him?”


(7)  1 Jn 2:5, “but whoever keeps His word, in him the love of God has truly been perfected. By this we know that we are in Him:”


(8)  1 Jn 3:17, “But whoever has the world’s goods, and sees his brother in need and closes his heart against him, how does the love of God abide in him?”


(9)  1 Jn 4:7, “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.”


(10)  1 Jn 5:2-3, “By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and observe His commandments.  For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments; and His commandments are not burdensome.”


(11)  Jud 1:21, “guard yourselves by means of virtue-love for God, wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ with reference to eternal life.”
5.   “doctrine”

a.  The next most important thing in the spiritual life is the word of God.

b.  This is the means by which righteousness and love for God is learned and executed.  This becomes the believer’s number one priority in spiritual childhood and remains his number one priority in life.

c.  The word of God never stops being critical in the spiritual life, but the application of the word of God in personal love for God gradually takes over as the number one priority in the spiritual life as one spends a lifetime learning doctrine.


d.  We never stop learning doctrine.  We never stop growing in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior.  Bible doctrine is necessary every day of our life.  But as we grow up spiritually and learn what God wants, then it becomes critical that we do what God wants (righteousness) because we are motivated by our love for God.

6.   “virtue-love”

a.  The manifestation of our willing, humble obedience (righteousness), love for God, and Bible doctrine in the soul is the virtue of personal love for God motivating unconditional love for all mankind.

b.  Love for God is the motivation to live the spiritual life.

c.  Unconditional love for others is the honor, integrity, and virtue (HIV) exhibited toward others because we love God and want to obey Him.

d.  Unconditional love toward others is the main characteristic of Christianity by which believers witness through their lives to an unbelieving and dying world.

e.  Virtue-love is the witness of the life, which gets the attention of the unbeliever to want to hear the gospel message.

7.   “perseverance”

a.  Perseverance is the persistence of the believer in learning and living the spiritual life.

b.  It is absolutely critical that the pastor-teacher not become discouraged, not give up, not get distracted by the things of this world.  Instead the pastor must have the patience, steadfastness, endurance, and fortitude to keep studying, learning, teaching, and obeying the will of God in spite of everything in life.


c.  Perseverance and endurance in the spiritual life is the willing, humble, obedience to keep on doing the right thing, to keep on loving God, to keep on learning doctrine, to keep on applying doctrine in problem solving devices.


d.  Perseverance means not being distracted by our own sins, the sins of others, temptations in life, testing in life, or any adversity in life.


e.  Perseverance is continued positive volition.

8.   “humble kindness.”

a.  The final virtue the believer must pursue in their execution of the will of God and the spiritual life is how to treat other people.  God expects us to be kind, thoughtful, considerate, respectful, and courteous to others.

b.  We are expected to do this with a mental attitude of genuine humility.  We are not expected to let people walk all over us.  We have the right to stand up for what is right.  We have the right to defend and protect ourselves.

c.  However, we do not have the right of revenge or retaliation.  We do not have the right to use other people for getting what we want.


d.  We have the right to keep on pursuing the standard of Lk 6:31, “Treat others the same way you want them to treat you.”

e.  This principle is summed up by Paul in Phil 2:3-4, “Do nothing motivated by contentiousness, nor ambitious pride, but by means of grace orientation be considering each other [royal family] as better than himself; everyone of you advancing, should not only be regarding his own personal interests [in the advance], but also everyone of you so advancing the personal interests of others.”
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