1 Timothy 5:9



- is the nominative subject from the feminine singular adjective CHĒROS, used as a substantive and meaning “A widow.”  With this we have the third person singular present passive imperative from the verb KATALEGW, which means “to make a selection for membership in a group (of soldiers; into the Senate) to be selected or to be enrolled 1 Tim 5:9.”


The present tense is a tendential present for a present action that is proposed by Paul but not yet actually taking place.

The passive voice indicates that the widow receives the action of being enrolled on the official list of widows to receive financial support from the church.


The imperative mood is an imperative of permission, which is used to give consent to the request or desire of another.  The word “may” is used in the translation to bring out this concept.
“A widow may be enrolled,”
- is the negative MĒ, meaning “not” plus the adverb of degree ELASSWN, meaning “less” with the ablative of comparison from the neuter plural noun ETOS, meaning “years” and the cardinal adjective EXĒKONTA, meaning “sixty.”  The phrase is translated “not less than sixty years” and refers to the age of the widow involved.  Then we have the epexegetical or explanatory nominative feminine singular perfect active participle from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed action with a resulting present fact.  The consummative aspect of the verb is brought out by the use of the auxiliary verb “have: having become.”

The active voice indicates that the widow, who has attained this age, produces the action of being as old as she is.


The participle is circumstantial.

“having become not less than sixty years old,”
- is the possessive genitive from the masculine singular cardinal adjective HEIS, meaning “of one” with the genitive masculine singular noun ANĒR, meaning “husband.”  Finally, we have the appositional or explanatory use of the nominative feminine singular noun GUNĒ, meaning “the woman” but used in a technical sense for one’s “wife.”  The word HEIS is used in Greek literature in the sense of being married “only once” or of having a “single” husband in one’s life.
“the wife of only one husband,”

1 Tim 5:9 corrected translation
“A widow may be enrolled, having become not less than sixty years old, the wife of only one husband,”
Explanation:
1.  “A widow may be enrolled [on the charity list],”

a.  Paul continues with his directions to Timothy on the qualifications for the real widow receiving logistical support from the local church.  The “widow” mentioned here by Paul is the real widow of verses three and five.  Paul gives Timothy clear direction and guidance that the real widow may and should be enrolled on the list of widows receiving support by the local church.


b.  The implication here is that there is an accounting system for making sure no one is left out, no one is unaccounted for, no one is missed, and no one is abusing the system.  This had previously been a problem at the beginning of the Church Age.  This problem had to be settled.  In the process of fixing the problem, a formal accounting system was developed in the local church to ensure fair and equitable treatment of all.  A part of this accounting system was the enrollment or listing of all the “official real widows;” that is, those who met all the qualifications for being formally listed by the local church to receive financial support.


c.  The background for the problem of equal support of widows in the local church is found in Acts 6:1-4, “Now at this time while the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint arose on the part of the Hellenistic Jews against the native Hebrews, because their widows were being overlooked in the daily serving of food.   So the twelve summoned the congregation of the disciples and said, ‘It is not desirable for us to neglect the word of God in order to serve tables.  Therefore, brethren, select from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may put in charge of this task.  But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.’”
2.  “having become not less than sixty years old,”

a.  Paul follows his directions to enroll the truly destitute widows with a few of the minimum qualifications.  The first qualification is age.  She must be at least sixty years old or older.  Why?  Prior to age sixty she should still be able to work to support herself.  This is the biblical answer for the question, “At what age should a person retire?”


b.  Those women, who are completely destitute, without children or family support, and without hope, are still able to work to provide food, shelter, and clothing for themselves.  This goes back to Paul’s principle in 2 Thes 3:10-12, “For even when we were with you, we used to command this to you, that if anyone is not willing to work, let him not even eat.  For we hear that certain ones are walking among you in laziness, doing nothing but being useless gossips.  Furthermore we give strict orders to such persons as these and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ, that by working with tranquility they might eat their own bread.”

c.  If a person is injured and legitimately disabled, so that they cannot work, then obviously this age limitation should not apply.  Therefore, the standard for the local church is that from sixty years old and beyond the church is responsible for the logistical grace needs of the destitute widows.

3.  “the wife of only one husband,”

a.  The second qualification is that she have been married only once in her lifetime.

b.  At first glance this might seem unfair.  What if she was married twice and both her husbands died and she has no children or other family.  Is she not a legitimate widow?  Yes, she is a legitimate widow, but she is not eligible for logistical support from the church.  Why not?

c.  The younger widow who burns with sexual desire and thus the desire to remarry has set aside her previous doctrine (verse12).  Thus her priority in life is not how she may please and serve the Lord but how she may please and serve herself.  She has disqualified herself from being supported by the church.

d.  The woman who is content with having had only one husband and does not need to remarry because she is occupied with Christ qualifies as a real widow, because she has truly been dependent upon the Lord since the death of her husband.
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