1 Timothy 5:8



- is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “But, However.”  With this we have the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if and it’s true.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “someone, anyone, a certain one.”  This is followed by the genitive direct object (which is used after verbs of sharing, providing for, etc.) from the masculine plural article and adjective IDIOS, meaning “one’s own” and here referring to one’s own relatives.  Then we have the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the “superlative MALISTA of the adverb MALA, meaning: to an unusual degree, most of all, above all, especially, particularly, (very) greatly 1 Tim 4:10; 5:17; 2 Tim 4:13; Tit 1:10; Phile 16; and above all, particularly Acts 25:26; 1 Tim 5:8; Gal 6:10; Phil 4:22; 2 Pet 2:10.”
  This is followed by the genitive direct object from the masculine plural adjective OIKEIOS, which means “persons who are related by kinship or circumstances and form a closely knit group, members of a household with focus on normal familial connections or association in common cause, of all the members of a household; of members of one’s family.”
  Then we have the negative OU, meaning “not” with the third person singular present active indicative from the verb PRONOEW, which means “to think about beforehand in a solicitous manner, care for, or provide for someone with the genitive object: his own people and especially the members of his family.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that there are certain believers that are producing the action of not providing for members of there own family.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and the reality of what is going on.

“However, if anyone does not provide for his own relatives and especially for the members of his family,”
- is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and passive use of the noun PISTIS, meaning “what is believed” or “doctrine” or “the body of faith.”  Then we have the third person singular perfect deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb ARNEOMAI, which means “to disclaim association with, deny, repudiate, disown, refuse, reject, or decline something: repudiate the (Christian) faith 1 Tim 5:8; Rev 2:13.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizes the present state, resulting from a past action.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning, the person not providing for his own family producing the action of rejecting doctrine.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.
“he has rejected doctrine;”
- is the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “in fact.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: he is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.  This is also a gnomic present for a universal truth—this is always true throughout the Church Age.


The active voice indicates that the believer who neglects his own family produces the action of being what is described here.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

Then we have the genitive of comparison from the masculine singular adjective APISTOS, which means “than an unbeliever.”  Finally, we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective CHEIRWN, which means “worse, more severe.”
“in fact, he is worse than an unbeliever.”

1 Tim 5:8 corrected translation
“However, if anyone does not provide for his own relatives and especially for the members of his family, he has rejected doctrine; in fact, he is worse than an unbeliever.”
Explanation:
1.  “However, if anyone does not provide for his own relatives and especially for the members of his family,”


a.  In contrast to those believers who act responsibly toward the members of their family, there are those believers who will act irresponsibly toward the members of their family.

b.  Paul assumes for the sake of argument that there will be members of the royal family of God, who will at times not act like members of the royal family of God.  These believers are basically selfish.  Their wealth, riches, prosperity, etc. are more important to them than their own blood relatives, even the members of their own immediate family.


d.  This verse is not teaching that we should provide for some members of our family to the point where we neglect other members of the family.  We don’t provide for cousins to the point that our own children starve.  That is not common sense, let alone spiritual common sense.


e.  If we are able, to the degree we are able, we are responsible for providing for all the members of our family.  We are especially responsible to provide for the members of our immediate family, such as our wife, children, parents, and grandparents.  If we are still able, we are then responsible for providing for the members of our extended family, who are in need.


f.  What about those members of our family, who suddenly pop up out of nowhere, looking for a helping hand?  They should receive the same hospitality that we would extend to strangers—food, shelter, clothing; that is, the basic needs in life.


g.  Common sense should also be used here.  If the person in our family is using us as their support system, so they can conduct criminal activity, we should not and must not support them.  The same would be true for enabling or being a co-dependent of an alcoholic or drug addict.  If they are trying to recover, of course we help them.  But we do not enable their addiction by providing their food, shelter, and clothing so they can spend their money on drugs and alcohol.  In the same respect, we don’t support or enable a person in the family who is nothing but a leech, going from family member to family member for handouts and support.  In cases such as these Paul has given us another principle—“If they will not work, let them not eat.”

2.  “he has rejected doctrine;”

a.  The person who does not provide for his own family has rejected doctrine, specifically the doctrine taught here by Paul.

b.  The believer, who is so in love with his own prosperity that he will not provide for members of his family in need, is negative to doctrine.  Being negative, this believer is in a state of carnality, and therefore, under divine discipline.

c.  When one area of doctrine is rejected, it is not long before other areas of doctrine are neglected.  This was Paul’s way of warning Timothy to watch out for these kind of believers, because they will end up being trouble-makers in the local church.


d.  There is no greater condemnation of a believer than the fact he or she has rejected doctrine.  Rejection of doctrine is tantamount to rejection of the love of God.  And this will not go unpunished by God.
3.  “in fact, he is worse than an unbeliever.”


a.  Paul concludes with an astounding statement.  The believer, who does not care for his own family, is worse than an unbeliever, because even the unbeliever cares for his own family.

b.  The royal family of God is expected to at least live up to the standards of the unbeliever.  However, more is expected of the believer than the unbeliever.


c.  If a believer will not provide for his own family, he is abusing the grace of God.  Abuse of the grace of God is abuse of the love of God.  Abuse of the love of God is rejection of the righteousness of God.  Rejection of the righteousness of God is disregard of the justice of God.  The righteousness of God will not permit a believer to disregard the justice, love, and grace of God.


d.  The believer who rejects doctrine is worse than an unbeliever because he has heard the will of God taught, knows exactly what God expects, and deliberately rejects the will of God in favor of his own agenda.  This believer will definitely receive the three categories of divine discipline until he or she either changes their mind and their priorities in life or dies the sin unto death from perpetual carnality.


e.  God expects the same graciousness toward our own family as He gives to His royal family.
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