1 Timothy 5:7



- is the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “in addition, also, Furthermore.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “these things,” referring to the previous things Paul has been teaching.  This is followed by the second person singular present active imperative from the verb PARAGGELLW, which means “to pass on an announcement, issue a directive, to command, give strict orders, direct; to give instructions.”

The present tense is an iterative present for what Timothy must do at successive or repeated intervals, while teaching doctrine.


The active voice indicates that Timothy and all pastor-teachers are to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

“Furthermore keep on commanding these things,”
- is the conjunction HINA, used with the subjunctive mood in the main verb to introduce a purpose clause.  It is translated “in order that.”  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective ANEPILĒMPTOS, which means “irreproachable 1 Tim 3:2; 5:7; 6:14.”
  Finally, we have the third person plural present active subjunctive from the verb EIMI, meaning “they might be.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the subject “they,” the believers in the local church with widowed mothers and grandmothers produce the action of providing for their own, in order that they may be irreproachable in their conduct in this matter.


The subjunctive mood is used with HINA to form a purpose clause, and is potential, indicating that the volition of the members of a widow’s family is involved.
“in order that they may be irreproachable.”
1 Tim 5:7 corrected translation
“Furthermore keep on commanding these things, in order that they may be irreproachable.”
Explanation:
1.  “Furthermore keep on commanding these things,”

a.  Paul continues with an additional thought for Timothy as a pastor-teacher.

b.  Timothy is to keep on commanding the things which Paul has written, such as:


(1)  “Do not reprimand an older man but appeal to [him] as a father,”



(2)  “Do not reprimand younger men, but appeal to them as brothers,”


(3)  “Do not reprimand older women, but appeal to them as mothers,”



(4)  “Do not reprimand younger women, but appeal to them as sisters,”



(5)  “Honor widows.”



(6)  “Adult children must learn to show respect [devotion] to their own family.”



(7)  “Adult children must pay back a recompense to their parents.”



(8)  “The real widow must have confidence in God, persisting in petitions and intercessions night and day.”


(9)  The widow who is not destitute must avoid carnality.


c.  Timothy must keep on teaching these things and do so with the authority given to him by God the Holy Spirit as a pastor-teacher of the word of God for that group of believers.

2.  “in order that they [the family members of widows] may be irreproachable.”

a.  God has a purpose in the pastor teaching and commanding these things.

b.  God’s purpose is that the family members of widows may execute the will of God and be above reproach, both in the sight of God and in the sight of men.

c.  When an entire community of Christians provides for those in need, so that the government does not have to do so, that local church is providing a testimony to men that a group of unbelievers is hard pressed to counterfeit.  Satan will attempt to counterfeit this with his system of communal living, but eventually the greed and selfishness of the sin nature will rule in that community of unbelievers and Satan’s counterfeit will fail.


d.  Most importantly for the family members of a Christian community or local church, they need to execute the will of God and demonstrate their confidence in the provision of God.

e.  The family members of widows are only irreproachable, when they make the necessary sacrifices to provide for their own family members.  God in His grace will provide everything necessary for the family members to take care of the destitute members of their family.  The family members must have total confidence in the grace and provision of God to so provide.


f.  The situation of a destitute family member thus becomes a test of the faith-rest drill or confidence in the love of God.  Do we really believe that God loves us so much that He will provide for our needs, so that we can provide for the needs of those in our family who are destitute and helpless without us?


g.  If we believe and apply the doctrine of God’s love, then we will pass the test, provide for our own family and be irreproachable in the sight of God and man.  This is why it is so important for Timothy to keep on commanding and teaching these things, and this is why Paul orders him to do so.
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