1 Timothy 5:6



- is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “However” with the nominative feminine singular articular present active participle from the verb SPATALAW, which means “to indulge oneself beyond the bounds of propriety, live luxuriously/voluptuously.”
  This verb has both a sexual connotation and a non-sexual connotation.  The sexual connotation does not apply here, because sex or sexual sins have been mentioned nowhere in the context.  However, the context does deal with the ability of a woman to support herself financially or the necessity of being supported by her family.  Therefore, the meaning “to live luxuriously” is more applicable to this context.  In this sense it means to indulge oneself in what one owns and the lifestyle in which one lives.


The article is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “the one who” and referring to the widow with money in contrast to the destitute widow.


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that certain widows, who do not need the financial support of their family, produce the action of living a luxurious lifestyle beyond what they need.


The participle is circumstantial.
This is followed by the nominative feminine singular present active participle from the verb ZAW, which means “to live.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that the widow with money produces the action.


The participle is a temporal participle and coterminous with the action of the main verb THNĒISKW coming up next.
“However, the one who lives luxuriously, while she is living,”
- is the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb THNĒISKW, which means “to die” and refers here to carnal death of the believer living in perpetual carnality.

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the completed action of a past process from which a present state emerges.


The active voice indicates that the luxurious widow produces the action of being distracted from the spiritual life by her prosperity and living a life of luxury and pleasure.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“has died.”
1 Tim 5:6 corrected translation
“However, the one who lives luxuriously has died, while she is living.”
Explanation:
1.  “However, the one who lives luxuriously,”

a.  This statement is an “oxymoron or wise-folly: a wise saying that seems foolish from the Greek, , from oxus—sharp, pointed, and mōros—dull, foolish.  This is a figure of speech, in which what is said at first sight appears to be foolish, yet when we come to consider it, we find it exceedingly wise.  It is a smart saying, which unites words whose literal meanings appear to be incongruous, if not contradictory; but they are so cleverly and wisely joined together as to enhance the real sense of the words.”


b.  In contrast to the destitute widow, Paul describes the opposite end of the spectrum.  There are those widows who have been distracted from the spiritual life by their love of money, entertainment, luxury, and pleasure.


c.  This type of widow lives in luxury and indulges her desires for fine clothes, jewelry, parties, social life, entertainment, and every type of pleasure Satan’s world has to offer.


d.  She is not interested in the word of God or the plight of other Christians.  She is in a state of perpetual carnality because, not caring about the spiritual life, she cares only about the desires of the lust pattern of her sin nature. 

2.  “has died, while she is living.”

a.  She has died the death of carnality even though she is still alive physically.

b.  She is a believer and no longer spiritually dead.

c.  But the life she lives, she lives on her own agenda, serving her sin nature rather than the Lord Jesus Christ, who died as a substitute for her.


d.  Carnal death is one of the seven deaths described in the Bible.


e.  Carnal death is described by Paul in 1 Cor 3:1-3, “But I, brethren, am not able to speak to you as spiritual, but as carnal, as infants in Christ.  I gave you milk to drink, not food; for you continued to not yet be able [to eat it].   But even now, you are still not able.  For you are still carnal.  For since there is rivalry and strife among you, are you not carnal ones, in fact walking in the same manner as mankind?”


f.  The carnal death of the believer deals with three categories of failure: post-salvation sinning, human good, and evil.


g.  The carnal death of the believer is the subject of the phrase in Eph 5:14, “Therefore, it says, ‘Wake up, you sleeper.  Stand up out from the acts of sin.’”

h.  The carnal death of the believer may also be classified in three ways:



(1)  The temporal death of the believer, which describes the believer out of fellowship with God.  This might be described as the status of committing an occasional sin with some elapse of time in between sins.



(2)  The cosmic death of the believer.  This is the believer involved in either of Satan’s two cosmic systems or both.



(3)  The fragmented death of the believer, which is the believer involved in either moral or immoral degeneracy.


i.  Carnal, temporal, cosmic, or fragmented death refers to the function of the believer's volition in converting temptation from the sin nature into sinfulness on a perpetual, continuing basis.


(1)  Whether the believer knows he is being tempted or not is never the issue.  The issue is that we wanted to do that sin and we did it; therefore, ignorance is no excuse.



(2)  The believer cannot sin in a state of spirituality.  Therefore, the decision to sin is made outside the spiritual life.



(3)  The decision to sin automatically places the believer inside Satan’s system of thinking—the cosmic system or system of this world.  Living, thinking, and acting inside the cosmic system classifies that believer as living in temporal or cosmic death.



(4)  For the believer, cosmic involvement through sin is always cosmic death.  When in the cosmic system, we are in cosmic death.



(5)  James 1:15, “When lust has become pregnant, it gives birth to sin.  Furthermore, when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death [carnal death, which eventuates in the state of sinfulness resulting in physical death].”  Lust is temptation trying to penetrate the soul.


j.  Volition is the guardian of our soul.



(1)  Temptation is not a sin, but sin is the act of volition which follows.  When we say ‘yes’ to the temptation, the old sin nature controls our soul.



(2)  The sin nature dwells in the cell structure of the body and the Holy Spirit indwells the body.  The question is: Who is going to control the soul?



(3)  The believer’s decision to sin automatically gives control of the soul to the sin nature.  And the believer’s decision not to sin gives control of the soul to the Holy Spirit.


k.  Scripture.



(1)  Rev 3:1, “I know your production, that you have a reputation that you are living, but you are dead.”


(2)  Rom 8:6, “For the mindset of the flesh [old sin nature] is death [cosmic death], but the mindset of the Spirit is life and prosperity.”



(3)  Rom 8:13, “For if you are living according to the flesh [old sin nature], you must die [cosmic death], but if you through the Holy Spirit are putting to death the production of the flesh, you live.”  When you say "no" to temptation you are in the spiritual life, which is life.



(4)  1 Jn 3:14, “We know that we have changed our residence from the realm of death [cosmic system] to [the Christian way of] life.”

l.  The believer who is positive to the word of God understands how to recover from carnal death and keep moving spiritually, and does so.  The negative believer continues under the control of the sin nature and is in the status of death while he lives.  The negative believer eventually becomes a loser of his temporal blessings.


m.  The believer who spends his life in carnal death usually dies physically from maximum divine discipline, the sin unto death.  1 Jn 5:16; Ps 118:17-18; Acts 5:1-10; Rev 3:16.
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