1 Timothy 5:3



- is the accusative direct object from the feminine plural adjective CHĒROS, which means “a woman whose husband has died, a widow; the idea of neediness is often associated with this word, and it is often joined with orphans Mt 23:13; Mk 12:40, 42f; Lk 2:37; 4:25; 7:12; 18:3, 5; 20:47; 21:2f; Acts 6:1 (it is used of elderly women losing esteem); 9:39, 41; 1 Cor 7:8; 1 Tim 5:4, 11 (on the relatively young age [about 30 years in the Hellenic world]), 16a; Jam 1:27; the real widow 1 Tim 5:3b, 5, 16b.  The term was used of a special class in the Christian communities, to which only widows meeting certain requirements could belong.”
  With this we have the second person singular present active imperative from the verb TIMAW, which means “to show high regard for, honor, revere someone: God (Jesus honors his Father), Christ, elders (older members of the community), the teacher of the divine word, those who are really widows.”


The present tense is a progressive and customary present for what Paul reasonably expects to continue throughout the rest of Timothy’s ministry.

The active voice indicates that Timothy is to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

“Honor widows”
- is the appositional accusative from the feminine plural article and adjective CHĒROS with the adverb ONTWS (derived from the present active participle of the verb EIMI=to be) pertaining to being actually so, really, certainly, in truth.  It is used attributively, meaning the real widow (one without resources, in contrast to one who has resources, such as relatives, or is still of marriageable age, or, as some hold, has been married several times) 1 Tim 5:3, 5, 16.”
  Literally, the article would have been used as a relative pronoun with an embedded demonstrative pronoun from the articular participle, which eventually became a fixed adverbial form—the OS being rendered as WS (from a short to long “o” sound, meaning “those who are widows.”
“the real widows.”
1 Tim 5:3 corrected translation
“Honor widows, the real widows.”
Explanation:
1.  “Honor widows,”

a.  Having begun with a series of commands that have as their background respecting and honoring one’s elders, Paul continues by bringing that thought to the forefront in his discussion.

b.  He gives another command to Timothy regarding his attitude toward another special group of people in the local church—those who have lost their husbands and are unable to provide for themselves.

c.  A widow is someone who has lost their husband.  In most families, this means that the principal means of financial support is gone.


d.  There will always be those widows, who were financially well off before marriage, and who continue to be well off after the death of their husband.  These women are not true widows.  They have their own fortunes as a means of support.


e.  There are also widows, who can still be supported by their families, whether father and mother, or sisters and brothers, who are not widows in need.  They have the financial and logistical support of their families.


f.  All widows should be honored, just as all believers should be treated with honor and respect.  But the honor here refers to the formal recognition by the local church that these widows are truly dependent upon God for all their logistical support and have no other means of support.


g.  Timothy is to recognize these women by honoring them with special support from the local church.  In other words, the local church must provide the financial and logistical needs of those women in the church, who have no other means of support.  They are totally dependent upon the Lord and the local church is the Lord’s delegated representative to provide that support.


i.  Therefore, this command to honor widows, does not mean to give them respect and then watch them walk away cold, hungry, and homeless, but to honor them by providing for their physical needs.  This same principle is taught in Jam 2:15-17, “If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, and one of you says to them, ‘Go in peace, be warmed and be filled,’ and yet you do not give them what is necessary for their body, what use is that?  Even so doctrine, if it has no application, is dead, being by itself.”
2.  “the real widows.”

a.  The real widows were those without their own means of financial support after the death of their husband and those without a family to provide the means of support.

b.  There is another category of widows that Paul will mention shortly (verses 11ff—those who are still young enough to remarry).  These widows are not to be honored as real widows by the church.

c.  Paul defines the real widow in verse five and following as:


(1)  the one who has confidence in God,



(2)  who persists in petitions and intercessions night and day,



(3)  who is at least sixty years old,



(4)  who was married only once,



(5)  who is certified by honorable accomplishment:




(a)  if she has reared children well,




(b)  if she has demonstrated hospitality to strangers,




(c)  if she has washed the feet of the saints [been willing to serve other believers and has genuine humility in her soul],




(d)  if she has helped those being afflicted,




(e)  if she has devoted herself to every intrinsic good production.


d.  The term “real widows” indicates that there were also “false widows,” who were taking advantage of the grace and kindness of the local church rather than living off their assets and ability to make a living, or depending upon the support of their family, or refusing to remarry as long as they were getting a “free ride” from the church.

e.  These false widows were draining off the financial support from the church that could have been used for those really in need, causing them to suffer more than they should.


f.  There is an underlying principle here that the leadership in the local church is responsible for being astute to the real situation of people in need.  If it is due to no fault of their own, the church should support them.  If it is due to their own bad decisions, laziness, or greed, the church has no obligation to support them.  This principle is why we do not give anything to bums on the street who are strong enough to work to support themselves.


g.  To those who are truly in need, we always give, but not all who ask are truly in need.  Some are con artists.  Those who are not truly in need we do not support.  The leadership of the church must keep this principle in mind and apply it fairly and objectively without malice or discrimination toward anyone in the church.
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