1 Timothy 5:25



- is the adverb of manner HWSAUTWS, meaning “(in) the same (way), similarly, likewise Mt 20:5; 21:30, 36; 25:17; Lk 3:5; 1 Tim 5:25; Tit 2:6.”
  With this we have the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter plural article, used as a third person personal pronoun, meaning “their” [actually we probably have an ellipsis here of the words “of certain men” from the first statement in the previous verse; thus, this statement actually should be ‘In the same manner also the praiseworthy deeds of certain men…”  It is just as easy in English to say “their praiseworthy deeds.”  With this we have the noun ERGON, meaning “deeds, works, production” plus the second attributive position (article noun article adjective) article and adjective KALOS, “good, honorable, excellent, noble, praiseworthy.”  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the neuter plural adjective PRODĒLOS, which means “something that is quite obvious, clear, evident, known (to all).”

“In the same manner also their praiseworthy deeds [are] obvious,”
- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the nominative subject from the neuter plural articular present active participle from the verb ECHW, normally meaning “to have,” but used here meaning “to be in some state or condition, and used personally meaning to be: is; 2 Cor 10:6, 12:14; 1 Pet 4:5.”


The article is used as a demonstrative pronoun, meaning “the things which” or “that” and referring to the production just mentioned in the first half of the statement, in which this statement is in contrast.

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a present fact without reference to its beginning, progress, end, or continuing results.


The active voice indicates that the things that happen otherwise, that is, other than being praiseworthy deeds, produce the action of not being able to be concealed.

The participle is circumstantial and functions as a substantive.

With this we have the adverb of manner ALLWS, meaning “a difference in manner or condition, otherwise, in another way.”
  Literally this says “the things having in another way,” which is an idiom, meaning “that [production] which is otherwise.”
Then we have the aorist passive infinitive from the verb KRUPTW, which means “to be hidden.”


The aorist tense is a gnomic aorist for a universal truth or generally accepted fact.

The passive voice indicates that the production that is otherwise receives the action of not being able to be concealed or hidden.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which is used with certain verbs (such as DUNAMAI) to complete the meaning of the verb.

Finally, we have the absolute negative OU, meaning “not” with the third person plural present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb DUNAMAI, which means “to be able.”


The present tense is a gnomic present for a state or condition that is always truth and is universally true.


The deponent middle/passive is middle/passive in form but active in meaning, the production that is not honorable produces the actions of not being able to be concealed.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“and that [production] which is otherwise cannot be concealed.”
1 Tim 5:25 corrected translation
“In the same manner also their praiseworthy deeds [are] obvious, and that [production] which is otherwise cannot be concealed.”
Explanation:
1.  “In the same manner also their praiseworthy deeds [are] obvious,”

a.  Paul finishes his thought with a comparison.  In the same manner that the sins of certain men are obvious, so also the honorable, noble, praiseworthy, excellent deeds of certain men are also obvious.

b.  The praiseworthy deeds of the invisible hero of the Church Age are invisible to us, but they are highly visible to the elect angels and God.  It is far more important for God and the elect angels to see the praiseworthy deeds of men, especially believers, than it is for our fellow men to see them.


c.  Paul’s point is that honor, integrity, and virtue are obvious to others.  These things cannot be hidden.  The spiritual life may not always be obvious to others, but the virtue, honor, integrity, nobility, and praiseworthy deeds that result from it are obvious to others.


d.  Spiritually mature believers don’t do things for the praise of men.  They execute the will of God.  The result is deeds which are worthy of praise by God and man.  Mature believers don’t perform works or deeds in order to be recognized by others for their accomplishments, but quietly go about their business of living the spiritual life and executing the plan of God.  Their life of honor, virtue, and integrity will stand out as obvious because of the stark contrast with the evil of the cosmic system.

e.  It does not matter whether or not a believer’s honor, integrity, and virtue is ever seen or recognized by others in his or her life.  The issue and point is that God sees and knows.  That is all that counts.

f.  The honesty and integrity of the spiritual life is obvious to God.  The virtue of personal love for God is obvious to God.  The honor of unconditional love for others is obvious to God.


g.  It does not matter if man recognizes us or not.  And we don’t have to worry about whether God will recognize us or not; it is an absolute guarantee that He will.


h.  Heb 6:10a, “For God is not unjust so as to forget your production, that is, the love which you have shown toward His name...”

i.  The greatest deed we will ever perform is our faith in Christ and personal love for God.  It is worthy of praise beyond anything else we will ever do.  It is pure virtue, honor, and integrity.


j.  Some people in life may disregard, ignore, or be ignorant of our personal love for God, but it is something that is obvious to God, to all the angels (both elect and fallen) and to all other believers.


k.  Rom 2:28-29, “For he is not a Jew outwardly, neither is circumcision outwardly in the flesh, but he is a Jew inwardly, that is, circumcision [is] of the heart by means of the Spirit, not by means of the written document, whose praise [is] not from man but from God.”

l.  1 Cor 3:11-14, “For no one is able to lay a foundation other than the laid one, who is Jesus Christ.  If anyone builds upon the foundation gold, silver, valuable gems, various kinds of woods, grass, straw, the spiritual accomplishment of each person will become visible, for the day reveals [it], because it will be made fully known by means of fire, that is, the fire will test what sort of accomplishment is the accomplishment of each person.  If the work of anyone survives, which he has built, he will receive a reward.”


m.  Mt 5:14, “You are the light of the world.  A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.”  The praiseworthy production of the royal family will be revealed for all to see for one thousand years during the millennial reign of our Lord.

2.  “and that [production] which is otherwise cannot be concealed.”


a.  Paul adds an additional thought, which is not a contrast but is a parallel idea.  The production (or deeds or works) which is not honorable, noble, virtuous, praiseworthy, etc. also cannot be concealed.

b.  The production which is otherwise than the production that is praiseworthy is the production of evil.  Evil can be hidden and disguised from man as it was to the woman in the Garden of Eden, but it cannot be concealed from God.



(1)  Our Lord stated this constantly in His teaching ministry.




(a)  Mt 10:26, “Therefore do not fear them, for there is nothing concealed that will not be revealed, or hidden that will not be known.”




(b)  Mk 4:22, “For nothing is hidden, except to be revealed; nor has anything been secret, but that it would come to light.”




(c)  Lk 8:17, “For nothing is hidden that will not become evident, nor anything secret that will not be known and come to light.”




(d)  Lk 12:2, “But there is nothing covered up that will not be revealed, and hidden that will not be known.”



(2)  1 Cor 4:5, “For this reason, stop criticizing and condemning anything before the end-time until the Lord comes, who will both bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will reveal the motives and decisions of our hearts, and then each person will have recognition from God.”



(3)  Job 28:11, “He dams up the streams from flowing, and what is hidden he brings out to the light.”



(4)  Ps 69:5, “O God, it is You who knows my folly, and my wrongs are not hidden from You.”



(5)  Eccl 12:14, “For God will bring every act to judgment, everything which is hidden, whether it is good or evil.”



(6)  Jer 16:17, “For My eyes are on all their ways; they are not hidden from My face, nor is their iniquity concealed from My eyes.”



(7)  Dan 2:22, “It is He who reveals the profound and hidden things; He knows what is in the darkness, and the light dwells with Him.”



(8)  Heb 4:13, “And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do.”
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