1 Timothy 5:24



- is the possessive genitive from the masculine plural indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “of certain, some” plus the noun ANTHRWPOS, which means “men.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine plural article and noun HAMARTIA, which means “The sins.”  The complete subject is “the sins of some men” or “The sins of certain men.”  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the feminine plural adjective PRODĒLOS, which means “something that is quite obvious, clear, evident, known (to all) 1 Tim 5:24f; Heb 7:14.”
  Then we have the third person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: are.”


The present tense is a gnomic present, which states a present universal fact or truth, which is applicable to all generations of the Church Age.

The active voice indicates that the sins of certain men produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
“The sins of certain men are obvious,”
- is the appositional or explanatory nominative feminine plural present active participle from the verb PROAGW, which means “to move ahead or in front of, go before, lead the way, or precede.”


The present tense is a gnomic present, which is used to express a universal truth or maxim.


The active voice indicates that the sins of certain men produce the action of leading them somewhere.

The participle is circumstantial.
This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the adverbial accusative of measure (that is, it expresses how far the leading goes; it goes all the way to divine discipline) from the feminine singular noun KRISIS, which means “to judgment; punishment.”
“leading to judgment;”
- is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “but” or “on the other hand.”  With this we have the dative of indirect object from the masculine plural indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “to some [men, people].”  Then we have the ascensive use of the conjunction KAI, which is translated “even” and is used to focus attention that further develops the previous thought.  The ascensive idea elaborates on the same thought, bringing it to a climax.  Finally, we have the third person plural present active indicative from the verb EPAKOLOUTHEW, which has two possible meanings in this context:


1.  to happen as a result or appropriate event in connection with something: to follow.


2.  to apply oneself to something with eager dedication: to follow after, that is, to devote oneself to something with the dative, as in our context, ‘devote oneself to every good work’.  1 Tim 5:10.”
  In Attic Greek (Liddell & Scott’s Lexicon) it also had the meaning “to pursue after someone.” The Attic Greek meaning makes the most sense here.  It is difficult to understand the translation “to follow after” in the English translations because the figurative meanings of “to follow” in the Greek (such as to devote oneself to, to pursue after someone) are not the same figurative meanings in the English.  Therefore, to translate this literally gives a completely erroneous meaning in the English.  You end up with translations like The New American Standard Version “for others, their sins follow after,” which makes it sound like some men don’t sin until after the Last Judgment or until after they are judged by God.  This, of course, is absurd and makes no sense theologically and cannot be harmonized with any other statements in Scripture.  Therefore, the verb must have the same sense as it does in 1 Tim 5:10, where Paul just used it, that is, “to devote oneself to.”  This makes sense theologically because the sins of some people appear to be devoted to that person or to pursue them.  For example, the mass murders of men like Hitler, Stalin, and others are associated with these men like ice cream is associated with cake at a birthday party.

The subject of this verb must be the same subject as the parallel statement in the first half of the verse: “the sins.”
“on the other hand they [the sins] even pursue some [men].”

1 Tim 5:24 corrected translation
“The sins of certain men are obvious, leading to judgment; on the other hand they [the sins] even pursue some [men].”
Explanation:
1.  “The sins of certain men are obvious,”

a.  It almost seems as if Paul took a break from writing or was interrupted by something that happened, because this verse has no connection with the previous thought nor with the subject that begins the next chapter (after verse 25, which is a parallel statement to this verse).

b.  The only close connection is with verse 20, “Reprimand in the presence of all those who continually sin.”

c.  Paul may have reread the last part of his letter and decided he needed to further clarify the statement he made in verse 20.  There are no connective, causal, continuative, or other types of conjunctions or connectors (such as DE, GAR, OUN, etc.) to give us Paul’s line of thinking.


d.  In other words, this is not Paul’s normal style of writing, which leads me to believe he had to be interrupted and when he came back to his letter, this subject was so strongly on his mind, he had to say something about it as a formal statement in the word of God.


e.  This statement is self-explanatory.  The sins of certain men are public sins for all to see, recognize, and understand.  For example, Absalom’s sin of the rape of David’s harem was done in public on a roof top of the king’s palace, so that all the people on the hills around Jerusalem could look down and watch.


f.  The sins of the false teachers are obvious to those who have doctrine in their soul and can discern correct teaching from false teaching.

2.  “leading to judgment;”

a.  God cannot allow these public sins to go unpunished.  Public sins must be judged publicly by God for all the elect and fallen angels to witness.

b.  The word “judgment” refers to the punishment of divine discipline for the believer and the final judgment of the unbeliever at the Last Judgment.

c.  The Church Age believer is not permitted by God to commit obvious, public sins without immediate judgment and punishment.  Paul is an excellent example of this.  His public paying for the offering of animal sacrifices by seven other Christians in order to complete their vow was a rejection of the work of Christ on the Cross as being efficacious.  Paul was adding to that work of Jesus by paying for the animal sacrifices.  This resulted in his immediate public judgment and punishment by being arrested and spending the next four years in jail.


d.  So the obvious or public sins of believers are dealt with publicly and immediately by the justice of God because of the angelic conflict and appeal trial of Satan as a part of that conflict, and because of the impact of God’s judgment on the conscience and attitudes of mankind who witnesses these things.

3.  “on the other hand they [the sins] even pursue some [men].”

a.  In contrast to the fact that the sins of certain men are obvious is the fact that the sins of certain men pursue them.  David is the perfect example of this.



(1)  He committed the sin of the rape of Bathsheba.  That sin pursued him in the rape of his harem by his son Absalom and the rape by another son, Amnon, of one of his daughters, Tamar, 2 Sam 13.


(2)  David committed the sin of murder of Uriah the Hittite, the husband of Bathsheba, by conspiring with David’s chief of staff, Joab, to have Uriah killed in battle.  That sin pursued David until his first born son from Bathsheba died as an infant and the death of his own son Absalom at the end of Absalom’s revolution.


(3)  David committed the sin of rebellion against the will of God.  That sin pursued him in the revolution of his son Absalom against his father.


b.  David’s sins pursued him until the justice of God was satisfied by the judgment and punishment of David.


c.  The sins of some men are public, like Paul’s offering to pay for animal sacrifices in the Temple.  The sins of some men are private or hidden, like David’s rape of Bathsheba and murder of Uriah.  The justice of God must be satisfied in either case.


d.  Therefore, there is judgment and punishment of the believer in time through divine discipline.


e.  The unbeliever is never judged for their sins.  They are judged for their good deeds, human good, or good works at the Last Judgment, since they attempted to substitute their good deeds for the work of Christ on the Cross.  They are punished in the eternal Lake of Fire.


f.  The believer cannot be condemned with the unbeliever, because the believer has believed in the person and work of Christ on the Cross as the only means of salvation, and is not dependent upon his own good works.  Rom 8:1.

g.  The personal sins of the believer pursue him through divine discipline.  The personal sins of the unbeliever pursue him through the law of volitional responsibility, Gal 6:7b, “For whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.”
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