1 Timothy 5:22



- is the accusative direct object from the feminine plural noun CHEIR, meaning “hands.”  This is followed by the adverb of time TACHEWS, which means “too quickly, too easily, hastily Gal 1:6; 2 Thes 2:2.”  Then we have the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular negative adjective MĒDEIS, which means “no one.”  With this we have the second person singular present active imperative from the verb EPITITHĒMI, which means “to place upon, to lay upon, to put something on something.”


The present tense is a gnomic present for a universal maxim that applies to all leaders in the local church throughout the Church Age.

The active voice indicates that the leaders of the local church are prohibited from producing this action.


The imperative is an imperative of prohibition to stop doing something they are currently doing.  This is translated “Stop doing something.”
“Stop laying hands too quickly on anyone [ordaining someone],”
- is the “negative disjunctive particle MĒDE, meaning ‘and not, but not, nor,’ continuing a preceding negation in such a way that MĒ and MĒDE each has a verb for itself.  The first verb can also be connected with any compound of MĒ: μηδείς Lk 3:14; Rom 9:11.”
  With this we have the second person singular present active imperative from the verb KOINWNEW, which means “to share, participate, or contribute.”

The present tense is a gnomic present for a universal maxim that applies to all leaders in the local church throughout the Church Age.


The active voice indicates that the leaders of the local church are prohibited from producing this action.


The imperative is an imperative of prohibition to stop doing something they are currently doing.  This is translated “Stop doing something.”  With MĒDE this means, “and stop contributing to the sins of others or participating in the sins belonging to others.”
Then we have the dative of direct object from the feminine plural noun HAMARTIA, meaning “sins” and the adjective ALLOTRIOS, meaning “what belongs to another, not one’s own, another’s Rom 14:4; by others 2 Cor 10:15; participate in other people’s sins 1 Tim 5:22.”

“and stop participating in [contributing to] others’ sins.”
- is the double accusative of personal and impersonal objects.  First we have the personal object in the second person masculine singular reflexive pronoun SEAUTOU, which means “yourself” and refers to Timothy or to any communicator of God’s word.  This is followed by the impersonal object in the masculine singular adjective HAGNOS, meaning “pure, holy.”  Finally, we have the second person singular present active imperative from the verb TĒREW, which means “to guard, protect; keep, preserve, hold on to something.”

The present tense is a customary and progressive present for what God reasonably expects to continue throughout one’s spiritual life as a pastor.


The active voice indicates that the leaders of the local church are to produce the action.


The imperative is an imperative of command.
“Keep on preserving yourself pure.”

1 Tim 5:22 corrected translation
“Stop laying hands too quickly on anyone [ordaining someone], and stop participating in [contributing to] others’ sins.  Keep on preserving yourself pure.”
Explanation:
1.  “Stop laying hands too quickly on anyone [ordaining someone],”


a.  Paul continues with another command, not directly related to the function of the pastor in the local church, but definitely related to the function of the pastor in his responsibilities.

b.  One of the responsibilities of a pastor is to find, train, and help prepare young men with the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher.  The pastor is responsible for advising them in things they should do to prepare for the ministry, guiding them through his teaching, setting an example for them of faithful studying and teaching, and making certain they learn orthodox doctrine.


c.  There was a problem in Ephesus.  Christianity was spreading so fast that new local churches were being established faster than new pastors could be prepared.  Timothy’s solution was to ordain more pastors and get them to these new churches.


d.  However, the problem was that many of the new pastors were not sufficiently prepared doctrinally.  They didn’t completely and thoroughly understand the doctrines of the Church Age as a complete system.  They were sent out with enough information to be dangerously wrong in some of the things they were teaching.  The problem was insufficient preparation of the pastor-candidate before he was ordained by the Ephesian church.

e.  Therefore, Timothy and the deacon board were conferring authority and responsibility of the pastorate on some who were not ready yet.  These under-prepared pastors were then going forward and teaching false doctrine, which led to themselves and other believers getting involved in sins and failures that would not have happened had the pastors been properly prepared in the first place.


f.  The laying on of hands is a ritual ceremony to commission a person with the authority and responsibility of an office.  It is no different than having a man raise his right hand and swear his allegiance to the Constitution of the United States of America and agree to serve as a commissioned officer in one of the branches of military service.  That ritual confers the duties and responsibilities of being a commissioned officer in military service on a man just as the ordination ceremony confers the duties and responsibilities of being a pastor on a man.


g.  The preparation for being a commissioned officer really takes about five years (four years of college and one year of military service).  The preparation for being a pastor takes a lot longer.  B.B. Warfield said that it takes twenty years of preparation for one good year in the ministry.

h.  Timothy was cranking out pastors before they were properly prepared and so was contributing to greater problems in the local churches (false teaching) than having no pastor at all.

2.  “and stop participating in [contributing to] others’ sins.”

a.  The result of too quick an ordination was other pastors teaching false doctrine and causing believers to fail in some manner in the spiritual life.

b.  Therefore, Timothy was inadvertently contributing to the sins of others.  He was participating in their sins by delegating the authority to unprepared pastors, who taught false doctrine.  Timothy was indirectly giving his tacit approval of the false doctrine being taught by ordaining unprepared men for the pastorate.


c.  Therefore, Timothy was indirectly guilty for their failures in the pulpit and false doctrine.  God holds men responsible for whom they ordain to the ministry.  Especially if there is not a thorough examination of that man to ensure he is properly prepared and doctrinally accurate.


d.  So Paul gives Timothy a command to stop doing what he is doing—ordaining unprepared men, who are leading others into sin, and thus participating in the wrongdoing of the unprepared pastors.


e.  By indirectly participating in the sins of other unprepared pastors, Timothy himself will fall under the condemnation of the devil.  This means that God will have to discipline Timothy for his indirect participation in the sins of others.


f.  Be careful to what you give your approval.  We are held accountable to God for the things we approve others to do.  Rom 14:22, “Happy is that one who does not condemn himself in what he approves.”
3.  “Keep on preserving yourself pure.”

a.  Paul follows this command up with another command that sums up what God expects of the pastor.  The pastor is to stay in fellowship, not participate in or contribute to the sins of others, and maintain the purity of the spiritual life, which only comes through being filled with the Holy Spirit.

b.  This means that the pastor must:



(1)  Be filled with the Spirit, Eph 5:18.



(2)  Not grieve the Spirit, Eph 4:30.



(3)  Not Suppress or squelch the Spirit, 1 Thes 5:19.


c.  The pastor is not to do this occasionally but constantly.


d.  The only way of preserving or guarding or protecting oneself from impurity or sin in the life is through saying “no” to temptation.


e.  The only way to say “no” to temptation is same way our Lord said “no” to temptation in the desert when Satan came to test and tempt Him.  Our Lord said “no” by magnifying the word of God above and beyond his own desires and using the power of the filling of the Spirit.


f.  The two power options of Bible doctrine in the soul and the power of the filling of the Spirit, motivated by personal love for God is the only means of saying “no” to temptation or wrongdoing and preserving the purity of fellowship with God.


g.  If the pastor should fail, he has the recovery procedure of 1 Jn 1:9, “If we acknowledge our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, with the result that he purifies us from all wrongdoing.”
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