1 Timothy 5:20



- is the accusative direct object from the masculine plural articular present active participle from the verb HAMARTANW, which means “to sin.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun with an embedded demonstrative pronoun, meaning “those who.”


The present tense is a durative present or progressive present that describes an action that began in the past and continues to occur in the present.  This is brought out by the adverb “continually.”

The active voice indicates that certain members of the congregation continue to produce the action of being in perpetual carnality.


The participle is circumstantial and translated “those who continually sin.”
Then we have the improper preposition ENWPION plus the adverbial genitive of place from the masculine plural adjective PAS, meaning “before or in the presence of all” and referring to the entire congregation.  This is followed by the second person singular present active imperative from the verb ELEGCHW, which means “(1) to express strong disapproval of someone’s action, reprove, correct, reprimand 2 Tim 4:2; 1 Tim 5:20; ‘show him his fault while you are alone with him Mt 18:15; Tit 2:15; (2) to penalize for wrongdoing, punish, discipline Heb 12:5; Rev 3:19.”


The present tense is a gnomic present, which is used to express a maxim that applies to all churches throughout the Church Age.


The active voice indicates that the pastor of the church is responsible for producing the action.


The imperative mood is a command.
“Reprimand in the presence of all those who continually sin,”
- is the conjunction HINA, which means “in order that” and introduces a purpose clause.  With this we have the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “in fact, indeed, certainly, really.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and adjective LOIPOS, used as a substantive, and meaning “the rest” and referring to the rest of the congregation.  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun PHOBOS, meaning “fear, respect.”  Here it means respect.  Finally, we have the third person plural present active subjunctive from the verb ECHW, which means “to have.”

The present tense is a customary and durative present for an action that is reasonably expected to occur and continue in the spiritual life of all believers in the church.

The active voice indicates that all believers in the local church are to produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive, indicating that the volition of the subject of the action is involved and that this is God’s purpose.
“in order that the rest may indeed have respect.”
1 Tim 5:20 corrected translation
“Reprimand in the presence of all those who continually sin, in order that the rest may indeed have respect.”
Explanation:
1.  “Reprimand in the presence of all those who continually sin,”

a.  In the last verse Paul introduced the subject of church discipline, beginning with the discipline of the leader, when he is out of line and it can be objectively proven.  Now Paul turns his attention to how the leader handles the discipline of those in the congregation who are involved in perpetual carnality.

b.  Those who continually sin are those in perpetual carnality.  This can also be called chain sinning.


c.  This is not a reference to those who are committing sins during the worship service in the midst of the congregation, but rather those known by the entire congregation to be living in a state of sinfulness, such as the incestuous believer in Corinth.

d.  The prepositional phrase “in the presence of all” has to be placed properly in the English translation, so that the meaning is not misconstrued.  If we place it after the phrase “all those who continually sin,” then it means those who sin in front of everyone in the congregation during a worship service.  This is not at all what Paul means.

e.  So what does Paul mean by the command to reprimand in the presence of all?  This means to publicly reprimand perpetual carnality by admonishing the entire congregation about the wrongdoing of perpetual sinning.



(1)  This means that the pastor must teach the subject of sin.



(2)  The entire congregation receives the teaching; that is, “before all.”



(3)  The subject the pastor must teach is perpetual carnality.



(4)  The manner in which the pastor teaches this subject is to make sure everyone in the congregation understands that those involved in perpetual sin are definitely wrong and will be held accountable by God.



(5)  This does not mean that the pastor has the right to violate the privacy of any individual or individuals in the congregation and single them out for reprimand.  That is a violation of the privacy of each believer’s priesthood.



(6)  For example, a couple in the congregation are not married but living together.  Everyone in the congregation knows it.  The pastor cannot ignore it, but must reprimand this act publicly as sinful and wrong, and he must do it without mentioning by name or in any other way singling out the people involved in the state of sinfulness.  They know who they are, and God the Holy Spirit will make the doctrine extremely personal to them.


(7)  The fact the pastor does not point out anyone’s sin publicly is taught by our Lord in Mt 18:15, ‘Show him his fault while you are alone with him.’


g.  The verb ELEGCHW cannot have the meaning to penalize for wrongdoing, to punish, or to discipline, because that is the personal responsibility of the Lord Jesus Christ and is not delegated to the pastor.



(1)  Heb 12:5, “and you have forgotten the exhortation which is addressed to you as sons, ‘My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, Nor faint when you are reproved by Him.’”


(2)  Rev 3:19, “Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline; therefore be zealous and repent.”

h.  As a communicator of God’s word Paul reproves, exhorts, admonishes, and reprimands believers.


(1)  1 Cor 1:10, “Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all agree and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be made complete in the same mind and in the same judgment.”



(2)  1 Cor 4:14, “I do not write these things to shame you, but to admonish you as my beloved children.”



(3)  1 Cor 4:16, “Therefore I exhort you, be imitators of me.”



(4)  1 Thes 4:1, “Finally then, brethren, we request and exhort you in the Lord Jesus, that as you received from us instruction as to how you ought to walk and please God (just as you actually do walk), that you excel still more.”



(5)  2 Thes 3:12, “Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to work in quiet fashion and eat their own bread.”

i.  The pastor is commanded in other passages to reprimand, exhort, admonish believers.


(1)  2 Tim 4:2, “preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction.”



(2)  Tit 1:9, “holding fast the faithful word which is in accordance with the teaching, so that he will be able both to exhort in sound doctrine and to refute those who contradict.”



(3)  Tit 2:15, “These things speak and exhort and reprove with all authority.  Let no one disregard you.”



(4)  1 Pet 5:1, “Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, and a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed.”
2.  “in order that the rest may indeed have respect.”

a.  Paul commands Timothy to reprove, exhort, admonish, and reprimand those in perpetual carnality in the congregation for a reason and purpose.  The purpose is in order that his exhortation, admonishment, and reprimand may have an effect on the rest of the congregation.

b.  Those who are positive and sensitive to the will of God can and will learn from the mistakes of others.

c.  Those who are negative may or may not be sensitive to the reprimand of the pastor.  A few may respond to admonishment and change their behavior as the incestuous Corinthian believer did.  Most negative believers will not change their behavior but will continue in their antagonism to the will of God and make the pastor the excuse for their negative volition.  Normally they leave the church because of their negative volition.

d.  Having respect for the teaching of the word of God is a function of personal love for God.


e.  Paul wants those who are positive to the teaching of the word of God to remain so.

f.  Those who are positive to the word of God are highly sensitive to the admonishments of the Lord.  Therefore, this command is for the benefit of both those who are positive to doctrine and those who are negative to doctrine but will respond to the admonishment.  The only believers who will not benefit from this reprimand are those with locked in negative volition in perpetual carnality.


g.  Those who are positive to doctrine will indeed have an increased respect and love for the teaching of the word of God.  Negative believers in perpetual carnality have no respect for the teaching of the word of God.  The reprimand of the pastor falls on deaf ears and scar tissue of the soul.  They receive a verbal warning from the pastor’s public reprimand prior to the Lord’s administration of divine discipline.

h.  Therefore, the pastor performs a critical function for the Lord in providing a final warning to negative believers prior to the function of His justice against them.
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