1 Timothy 5:2



- is the accusative direct object from the feminine plural comparative adjective PRESBUTEROS, meaning “older women.”  With this we have the conjunction HWS, used as a comparative particle, meaning “as” plus the adverbial accusative of manner from the feminine plural noun MĒTĒR, meaning “mothers.”
“older women as mothers,”
- is the accusative direct object from the feminine plural comparative adjective NEOS, meaning “younger women.”  With this we have the conjunction HWS, used as a comparative particle, meaning “as” plus the adverbial accusative of manner from the feminine plural noun ADELPHOS, meaning “sisters.”

“younger women as sisters”
- is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of manner from the feminine singular adjective PAS, meaning “with all,” and the noun AGNEIA, which means “the quality of moral purity, purity.”
“with all purity.”

1 Tim 5:2 corrected translation
“older women as mothers, younger women as sisters with all purity.”
Explanation:
1.  “older women as mothers,”

a.  The entire sentence reads: “Do not reprimand an older man but appeal to [him] as a father, younger men as brothers, older women as mothers, younger women as sisters with all purity.”  This really should have been a part of verse one, the verse breaks not being inspired by God but a creation of man are often in the wrong place.

b.  Paul continues with his injunction to Timothy on his interpersonal relations with members of his congregation.


c.  Timothy is to treat the older women in his congregation as he would treat his own mother.  This would have touched Timothy’s soul deeply, having been raised in the Christian faith by his mother and grandmother.


d.  Older women are to receive the same honor and respect that God expects us to give our own parents.


e.  Normal children have a special love and respect for their normal mothers, which is like no other love on earth.  No matter what happens in life, our mother always loves us.  This is the same love on a much smaller scale that God has for us.


f.  The appreciation, thoughtfulness, and reciprocal love we have for our mothers is to be extended to all older women in our life.


g.  This is the function of unconditional love, since not all older women in a congregation are always loveable.  But Paul’s command here is clear—the pastor is to treat the older women in his congregation as he would treat his own mother.
2.  “younger women as sisters with all purity.”

a.  As with the younger men being treated as brothers, so the same principle applies to the younger women—they are to be treated as sisters.

b.  This means that we guard and protect their virtue.

c.  This means we respect their virginity, goodness, dignity, and spirituality.


d.  This means the pastor must be patient with their “wildness,” crazy ideas, misguided attitudes, lack of self-control, rebellion against authority, and all the other trials and tribulations of being a young woman.

e.  This means that the pastor must teach them, train them, and inculcate them in the standards and principles that God has for their life.


f.  Again the pastor must appeal to these young ladies as he would appeal to his sister, rather than simply throw his weight around like a bull in a china shop.


g.  Paul adds a prepositional phrase at the end to clarify the manner in which these younger women are expected to be treated—as if they are completely pure in their moral behavior.

h.  All believers have been purified or sanctified positionally by being entered into union with Christ by the baptism of the Holy Spirit.


i.  Timothy is to treat them as such; that is, as those who are completely pure because of their relationship with Christ.


j.  The pastor sets the example for the young men in the congregation as to how to treat the young women in the church.

k.  Timothy is to appeal to the purity and integrity of these young ladies rather than just order them to do this and don’t do that.
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