1 Timothy 5:19



- is the preposition KATA plus the ablative of opposition from the masculine singular noun PRESBUTEROS, meaning “against an elder,” the elder referring to the pastor-teacher, guardian, or leader of the local church.  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun KATEGORIA, which means “an accusation.”  Then we have the negative MĒ, meaning “not” with the second person singular present deponent middle/passive imperative from the verb PARADECHOMAI, which means “to acknowledge something to be correct, accept, with a thing as the object in the accusative case, to receive; Mk 4:20; Acts 16:21; 22:18; 1 Tim 5:19.”


The present tense is a progressive present and customary present for what God expects throughout the life of a pastor, a church, and in every generation.

The deponent middle/passive is middle/passive in form but active in meaning.


The imperative mood with the negative is a command to stop doing something you are currently doing.
“Stop accepting an accusation against an elder”
- is the adverb EKTOS, which is a “marker of an exception, meaning unless, except and is used redundantly with the first class condition particle EI and the negative MĒ, which also means “except” 1 Cor 14:5; 15:2; 1 Tim 5:19.”
  Then we have the preposition EPI plus the adverbial genitive of the logical place, used as a “marker of perspective, meaning: in consideration of, in regard to, on the basis of, concerning, about 1 Tim 5:19; Mt 18:16; 2 Cor 13:1; Heb 7:11”
 from the masculine plural cardinal adjective DUO, meaning “two” with the correlative particle Ē, meaning “or” and the genitive masculine plural cardinal adjective TREIS, meaning “three.”  Finally, we have the genitive masculine plural noun MARTUS, meaning “witnesses.”
“except on the basis of two or three witnesses.”
1 Tim 5:19 corrected translation
“Stop accepting an accusation against an elder, except on the basis of two or three witnesses.”
Explanation:
1.  “Stop accepting an accusation against an elder”

a.  The present imperative indicates that there was a current problem in Ephesus with people bringing complaints to Timothy about other pastors and/or believers bringing complaints to the deacons of the local church about Timothy as the pastor of the church.

b.  Paul establishes a policy for the deacons, so they know how to handle complaints against Timothy.  Paul also establishes the same policy for Timothy, so he knows how to handle complaints about other pastors.

c.  You might ask why Timothy, who was only a pastor himself, would have any authority over other pastors in the local area?



(1)  Timothy was not only a pastor of the Ephesian church, but he was Paul’s personal representative in that area of the Roman Empire (western Asia Minor), just as Titus was Paul’s representative to all the local churches in Crete.


(2)  Timothy was able to represent Paul, while Paul was still alive and functioning as an apostle, because Paul had delegated the authority to Timothy to represent him.  This passage is a perfect example of Paul delegating his authority to Timothy for that purpose.


d.  There is always someone who doesn’t like what the pastor teaches.  Someone is always ready to make trouble for him and lodge their complaint.  Paul’s guidance is simple—ignore and don’t even consider the complaint of a single person.  Some people’s feelings are easily hurt, and the pastor is going to hurt some people’s feelings because he has to tell the truth and communicate God’s word.


e.  The isolated individual that does not like what God the Holy Spirit is making real to him needs to correct his own life, not the teaching of the pastor.  The pastor must go right on teaching the word of God regardless of whose toes get stepped on.


f.  However, when two or more people come to complain about the pastor, then it merits looking into the matter.


g.  The deacons must make sure that they are not dealing with a conspiracy to throw the pastor out, so that the complaining group can establish themselves as the new authoritative body in the local church.  That was the problem that occurred in Corinth and destroyed Apollos’ ministry there.


h.  The deacons must also make certain that they are not dealing with a group of people that are simply jealous of the pastor or his doctrinal stand on a biblical issue or his authority.  For example, suppose there were two “closet” homosexuals in the congregation that didn’t like the pastor’s biblical teaching against homosexuality as a sin, and these two individuals came to the deacon board to complain about him.  They want something done about the pastor, when the pastor has done nothing wrong, but the deacon board has no way of knowing these two men are really “closet homosexuals” and want a more “liberal pastor.”  This is why accusations against a pastor must be handled with caution, spiritual common sense, and the guidance of the filling of the Holy Spirit.

i.  If more than one witness has a legitimate complaint against the pastor, then the board of deacons has the responsibility to deal with the issue in a gracious, fair, reasonable, and just manner.
2.  “except on the basis of two or three witnesses.”


a.  This is the standard of God as set forth in Dt 19:15, “A single witness shall not rise up against a man on account of any iniquity or any sin which he has committed; on the evidence of two or three witnesses a matter shall be confirmed.”

b.  This deals with the subject of evidence and testimony.  Churches are not courts and do not conduct business as courts.  However, they should observe some common sense rules when dealing with accusations brought against a person.


(1)  The witnesses should be interviewed privately to make sure their stories or testimony matches or basically says the same thing.



(2)  No hearsay should be regarded as testimony or evidence against a person.



(3)  The testimony of the witnesses should deal with the facts of what they saw, heard, witnessed themselves and not what they believed happened or may have happened.



(4)  The accused has the right to face and hear the testimony of his accusers.


c.  It is usually not hard to find two people that are jealous and willing to lie about a deacon or a pastor, in order to get them thrown out of a church.  However, it is much more difficult to get three people to agree on a public lie about someone and keep their facts straight.

d.  Making false accusations against a person is sinful and evil.  It is Satan’s modus operandi against believers in his appeal trial.

e.  Making true accusations against a person should be done with great caution, for the moment we make an accusation against a person, we are no longer treating them with grace, but seeking justice from God against them.


f.  God is fair and will give us the justice we seek.  However, if there is any vindictiveness, malice, or bitterness in our request for justice, then we become the loser, losing our honor, virtue, and integrity in the process of hurting another believer.


g.  Therefore, unconditional love for all is a far better course of action than accusation, when dealing with the faults and wrongs of others.
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