1 Timothy 5:16



- is the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if and it is true.”  Here Paul assumes this to be true for the sake of expressing God’s viewpoint or standard in this situation.  This is followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “any, some, a certain” with the nominative feminine singular adjective PISTOS, used as a substantive and meaning “The absolute sense of PISTOS also means believing (in Christ), a (Christian) believer and is used both as adjective and as a substantive Acts 16:1; 2 Cor 6:15; 1 Tim 4:10; 5:16; 6:2; Tit 1:6; and in the plural the believers = the Christians 1 Tim 4:3, 12.”
  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “to have.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a hypothetical fact for the sake of teaching the point without reference to the progress of the action.


The active voice indicates that the indefinite Christian woman who has a legitimate widowed mother or grandmother produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative to present the hypothetical case as a true fact or reality.

This is followed by the predicate nominative from the feminine plural adjective CHĒROS, meaning “widows.”  The plural indicates that this refers to either: mother, grandmother, or mother-in-law.
“If any female believer has widows,”
- is the third person singular present active imperative from the verb EPARKEW, which means “to come to the aid of someone, help, aid.”

The present tense is a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur right now.  This is also a progressive present for an action that is to continue to occur for as long as necessary.

The active voice indicates that the female believer with widows dependent upon her is to produce the action of helping them.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the third person feminine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun and translated “them.”  This is followed by the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the negative MĒ, meaning “not” and the third person singular present passive imperative from the verb BAREW, which means “to burden someone financially; it is used of financial burdens in Greek inscriptions of Opramoas, a Lycian philanthropist, who bore costs for the erection of statues in his honor so that the ‘province might not be burdened’.”


The present tense is a gnomic present, which presents the action as a maxim or universal truth or doctrine, a state or condition that perpetually exists throughout the Church Age.


The passive voice indicates that the Christian Church, specifically the local church, receives the action of not being financially burdened by widows who have children capable of taking care of and providing for them.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun EKKLĒSIA, which means “the church” and refers to the local church to which the widow belongs.  The present imperative with the negative MĒ is used to stop an action already in progress.
“keep on helping them and stop letting the church be burdened,”
- is the conjunction HINA, which means “in order that” and is used to introduce a purpose clause.  This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the feminine plural article plus the noun CHĒROS, meaning “the widows” with the adverb of manner ONTWS, meaning “really, certainly, in truth” used as an adjective meaning “real, genuine, true” as in verses 3 and 5.  Finally, we have the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb EPARKEW, which means “to help, aid” and here in context “to financially help someone.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a single whole all that the local church is able to do to help and provide for the genuine, true widows.

The active voice indicates that the local church produces the action of helping by financially assisting the real widows.


The subjunctive mood is used with HINA to indicate that it is God’s purpose that the funds of the local church be used in providing for those real widows, who are genuinely in need with no one else to provide for them.
“in order that it may financially help the real widows.”

1 Tim 5:16 corrected translation
“If any female believer has widows, keep on helping them and stop letting the church be burdened, in order that it may financially help the real widows.”
Explanation:
1.  “If any female believer has widows,”

a.  Paul finishes this subject with a hypothetical case that he knows is true at that moment and will continue to exist throughout the Church Age.  There will always be real, genuine, true widows in local churches.  These women will truly exist and have to be taken care of or cared for.

b.  Interestingly, Paul directs his comments to a hypothetical female believer.  Why did he direct this command to a female believer rather than a male believer, who is ultimately responsible?



(1)  The man knows he is responsible for the care of his widowed mother and grandmother.  He does not need to be told.  This was the Jewish standard as exemplified by our Lord on the Cross, when He delegated the care of his widowed mother to John, His disciple.  Our Lord was the first born, which made Him the head of the household.  As the head of the household He could entrust this responsibility to whomever He chose.  He chose John, because His own brothers (such as James and Jude) were not yet believers, Jn 7:5.  He would not entrust the care of his mother to unbelievers, even if they were his own half-brothers.


(2)  Paul is making a point to the woman who has a widowed mother or grandmother and may not be married that she too is responsible for the care and support of her widowed parent or grandparent.


c.  This assumption is just as true for a male believer as it is for a female believer, but Paul emphasizes the female believer, so that there will be no excuse for any believer, whether male or female, not providing care and support for their widowed parent or grandparent.

2.  “keep on helping them and stop letting the church be burdened,”

a.  Paul now gives the command of what God expects of children with regard to their parents.  The command comes in two parts, a positive part and a negative part.

b.  The positive command is to start right now and keep on providing the help, support, and care necessary for a widowed parent.


(1)  This applies to a mother or grandmother regardless of age, but even more so once the widow has reached the age of sixty.


(2)  This also applies to a father or grandfather who is no longer able to work or care for themselves.  The principle applies to both parents, but the emphasis is on the woman because she is generally in a greater state of helplessness.


c.  The help can come in many forms.  It can be totally financial support.  It can be having them live under your roof.  It can be providing constant care in a nursing home, if their medical condition demands that kind of help.  It can be in home nursing, the provision of cooking and cleaning service, and any number of other things.


d.  Whatever it takes, the child is responsible for providing the care of the parent, so that they can continue to live as normal a life as possible, given their age, mobility, medical condition, and ability to care for themselves.

e.  The negative part of this command is to not burden the local church financially, if it is not necessary.  The church, the state, the city, strangers are not to be burdened.  The family has the responsibility for taking care of its own.


f.  We (whether man or woman) are responsible for taking care of our parents and grandparents (and if they live long enough, our great grand-parents).  We don’t pass this responsibility off to a welfare state.  We don’t pass this responsibility off to a bunch of strangers who run an “old folks home.”


g.  Parents and grandparents belong in our home, not an “old folks home,” when they can no longer take care of themselves.  If they are able bodied and can still take care of themselves and want to live on their own (which is normal), then they should be permitted to do so, and be financially supported by their children, so they can do so.


h.  When the believer does not provide for their parents, which results in the local church having to do so, that believer violates the will of God, which is a sin of neglect of parents and disobedience to this command.

i.  The present imperative indicates that Paul recognized that this was a current problem in the church in Ephesus where Timothy was pasturing.  He presents it as an indefinite general principle because this was not the only place where this was a problem.


i.  We might wonder why Paul never mentioned this in his earlier writings?  It takes time for people to grow old and require the help of others.  It had been about thirty-five years since the beginning of the Church Age, and most of the early believers were now over the age of sixty and no longer able to provide for themselves.

3.  “in order that it may financially help the real widows.”

a.  The purpose for this command is that the local church should provide the financial support for those widows who have no family to help them.  The local church is responsible for financially helping the widow with no family.  The local church is not responsible for financially helping the widow with a family.


b.  The local church is not responsible for providing a home, food, clothing, etc. for a widow.  It is not designed to do these things.  However, it can and should provide the financial support for those in need, so that they can take care of themselves.  The financial support should be sufficient for the widow to live on her own without being at a poverty level, or creating unnecessary hardship.

c.  The deacons of the church are responsible for determining those who are eligible, how, when, and how much funding is to be provided to them.


d.  The pastor is responsible for providing guidance, direction, and the divine policy through the teaching of the word of God.  He should not be involved in any other way in deciding who should or should not receive support, how much they should receive, or when they should receive it.  He has other duties and responsibilities.  He must let the deacons function under their spiritual gift, while he functions under his.


e.  If there is a disagreement within the local church regarding the support to a particular widow, then the pastor should be the final “court of appeals” and the final decision.  To the extent possible all decisions should be made at the deacon level before being referred to the pastor.

f.  The congregation is responsible for providing the finances necessary to support those in the congregation in need.  They are to give as the Lord has prospered each one, but never to such an extent as to place a burden on their own family.  Each member of the congregation is to provide for the needs of all members of his or her own family first.  Then from whatever is left over he or she is to give whatever they determine to be right to the church, so the local church may take care of those who have no family.


g.  Everyone plays a role and has a responsibility in taking care of each other.  This is not socialism or communism, but the royal family of God taking care of its own as God intended.
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