1 Timothy 5:15



- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” with the adverb of time ĒDĒ, meaning “already; in fact; really.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine plural indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “some, certain ones” and referring to believers in reversionism or Christian degeneracy.  This is followed by the third person plural aorist passive indicative from the verb EKTREPW, which means “to turn away.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the resultant state of their past, completed action of rejecting the word of God.


The active voice indicates that some of these younger female believers have produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of historical fact.

“For some already have turned aside”
- is the adverb OPISW, used as a preposition with the genitive of place from the masculine singular article and noun SATANAS, meaning “after Satan” in the sense of being behind someone.  This preposition is used in the phrase “forgetting those things which are behind” by Paul and in the phrase “Get behind Me, Satan” by our Lord (which is an idiom, meaning “Get out of My sight.”
“after Satan.”
1 Tim 5:15 corrected translation
“For some already have turned aside after Satan.”
Explanation:
1.  “For some [young widows] already have turned aside”

a.  This is a parenthetical statement by Paul.  It would not be wrong to put parenthesis marks around the verse in the English translation; for that is exactly what Paul is doing with this statement.

b.  Paul has just stated that he does not want the younger widows to give any opportunity to Satan for slander and criticism of the royal family.  However, there are some female believers, that is, younger widows, who have already done just that.

c.  The indefinite pronoun (TIS) translated “some” is the feminine plural, which can only refer to the female believers in this context, which are the younger widows Paul has been discussing.


d.  It was a well known fact to both Paul and Timothy, and certainly others in the church that some of the younger women who had lost their husbands had also lost their confidence in the love of God.  Having lost their confidence in the love of God, they have lost their confidence in the word of God.  Having lost their confidence in the word of God, they have turned aside from the spiritual life.


e.  Having turned aside from the spiritual life, they have rejected the norms and standards of the teaching of doctrine, which they have learned from their parents, their pastors, and their former husbands.  They have drifted off course from grace.


f.  Turning aside from the path of righteousness, which path is the will, plan, and purpose of God for our life, is described many times in Scripture.



(1)  Job 34:27, “Because they turned aside from following Him, and had no regard for any of His ways.”  Rejection of God always means rejection of the spiritual life that God has designed for those who believe in Him.



(2)  Ps 14:3; 53:3, “They have all turned aside, together they have become corrupt; There is no one who does good, not even one.”  When a believer turns aside from God, they automatically become corrupt.  Becoming corrupt is a reference to moral and immoral degeneracy.



(3)  Ps 119:102, “I have not turned aside from Your ordinances, for You Yourself have taught me.”  The believer who does not turn aside does not do so because they maintain their positive volition to doctrine.



(4)  Isa 44:20a, “He feeds on ashes; a deceived heart has turned him aside. And he cannot deliver himself,…”  The believer who rejects God deceives himself.  His own self-deception turns him away from the truth of the word of God.



(5)  Jer 5:23, “But this people has a stubborn and rebellious heart; they have turned aside and departed.”  Once negative volition becomes established in the soul it hardens in place, so that it becomes hardness of heart, locked in negative volition, and stubborn in its attitude of rejection of the love and grace of God.



(6)  Dan 9:11, “Indeed all Israel has transgressed Your law and turned aside, not obeying Your voice; so the curse has been poured out on us, along with the oath which is written in the law of Moses the servant of God, for we have sinned against Him.”  God promises to discipline those believers who reject the spiritual life He provides for them.  These younger widows have stopped obeying His voice, and therefore, they will experience the curse of divine discipline being poured out on them.


(7)  Mal 3:7, “‘From the days of your fathers you have turned aside from My statutes and have not kept them.  Return to Me, and I will return to you,’ says the Lord of hosts.”  Even though the negative volition of the younger widows has turned them aside from keeping the statutes and principles of Church Age doctrine, they still have the freedom of choice and ability to return to the Lord with one simple prayer, acknowledging their sin(s) to God.


(8)  1 Tim 1:6, “From which [virtue-love] some [pastors], having deviated, have turned to empty teaching.”  When you turn aside from the accurate teaching of the word of God, you turn to empty teaching of the doctrine of demons.

g.  These younger widows have turned aside to follow other ‘gods.’
2.  “after Satan.”

a.  Some of these young widows are following after Satan.

b.  We cannot reject God without accepting Satan.

c.  We will either follow God or follow Satan.  There are no other choices.  We cannot say we will follow neither; for if we reject the one, we must follow the other.


d.  These younger widows rejected following God.  They have turned aside from God.  Therefore, there is nothing left for them to do except follow another leader.  They have rejected the leadership of their parents, their pastor, and have no husband as their authority; therefore, they consider themselves free from all authority.  But they are wrong.

e.  They unknowingly make themselves slaves of the ruler of this world, even though the Lord Jesus Christ has purchased their freedom from slavery to Satan and his cosmic systems.


f.  Whether in ignorance or cognizance, these younger widows must follow after Satan and the doctrine of demons once they have rejected the principles, standards, and teachings of the infallible word of God.


g.  This becomes the ultimate reason why Paul commands Timothy not to place the younger widows on the charity list—they have already begun to reject the word of God and have turned aside to follow Satan.
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