1 Timothy 5:11



- is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “But” with the accusative direct object from the feminine plural comparative adjective NEOS, which means “younger” with the accusative feminine plural noun CHĒROS, meaning “widows.”  Then we have the second person singular present deponent middle/passive imperative from the verb PARAITEOMAI, which means “to decline, refuse, avoid, or reject.”  Here it means to decline or avoiding putting the younger widows on the charity list of the local church.  It means to refuse and reject their request to receive charity.

The present tense is a progressive present for an action that is to continue throughout the Church Age and as long as the widow is less than sixty years old.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning, Timothy and the deacons of the church are to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.
“But keep rejecting younger widows;”
- is the causal use of GAR, meaning “because” and giving the reason why Timothy is not to put the younger widows on the charity list.  With this we have the temporal conjunction HOTAN used with the subjunctive mood in the verb to introduce a temporal clause.  It is translated “when.”  This is followed by the third person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb KATASTRĒNIAW, which means “to be governed by strong physical desire: ‘when they feel sensuous impulses that alienate them from Christ’ 1 Tim 5:11.”
  I am going to translate it by the Modern English phrase “to be motivated by strong sexual desire.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist that presents the action as a future fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the younger widow produces the action.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive, because the exact time when this will happen in the future is unknown, but the assumption is that it will happen eventually.
“because, when they are motivated by strong sexual desire”
- is the ablative of exchange (which is a form of the ablative of separation) from the masculine singular article and noun CHRISTOS, meaning “instead of Christ.”  This is the only verse in Scripture where the name “Christ” occurs alone without either the name “Lord” or “Jesus.”
“instead of Christ,”

 - is the present active infinitive from the verb GAMEW, which means “to marry.”

The present tense is an aoristic present for a present fact without reference to its beginning, progress, end, or result.


The active voice indicates that the younger widow produces the action.


The infinitive is complimentary infinitive, which completes the action of the verb THELW, which follows.
Finally, we have the third person plural present active indicative from the verb THELW, which means “to wish, will, desire, or want.”


The present tense is a progressive present, which presents the action as continuing.  This is present linear aktionsart.


The active voice indicates that the younger widow produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“they keep desiring to marry,”

1 Tim 5:11 corrected translation
“But keep rejecting younger widows; because, when they are motivated by strong sexual desire, they keep desiring to marry,”
Explanation:
1.  “But keep rejecting younger widows;”

a.  In contrast to the genuine widow, Paul now turns his attention to the problem of the younger widow.  The younger widow is any widow under the age of sixty.  The vast majority of younger widows will be those between the ages of twenty to forty.


b.  The younger widow also wants to be put on the charity list of the church, so they and their young children are taken care of.  There were no day care centers for children in Paul’s day.  Friends, relatives, and neighbors took care of the kids for the younger widow.  Legalized day care centers have only existed in the last few years.  They were never needed before in human history.

c.  The younger widow should still be able to work, and so she should provide for herself and her children.  This alone is a good reason to reject her from being placed on the church’s charity list, but Paul gives us a much more important reason.

2.  “because, when they are motivated by strong sexual desire instead of Christ, they keep desiring to marry,”

a.  Younger widows are to be disqualified for the charity list because they keep wanting to get married.  There is nothing wrong with marriage, Paul encourages the widows to get married, especially if they have a strong sexual desire, 1 Cor 7:8-9, “But I say to the unmarried and to the widows that it is advantageous for them, if they remain as I am.  But if they continue to not have self-control, and they do not, they must marry; for it is better to marry than to burn with sexual desire.”

b.  The problem with most younger widows is the motivation of their strong sexual desire for the man with whom they are in love.

c.  It takes a few years to get over the loss of a husband, but it does happen.  And that woman will inevitably meet someone else and “fall in love.”  Along with falling in love comes the natural desire for sex with that person.  Eventually the young widow will not be able to contain herself and will either give in to the desire and commit the sin of fornication or get married.  Naturally Paul advises that it is better to get married than to commit the sin of fornication.


d.  Since it is inevitable that the young Christian widow will remarry, there is no point in putting her on the charity list of the church.  Once she has remarried, she has no need for the support of the church.  In the mean time she should be working to support herself and her children, if she has any children.

3.  The really interesting part of Paul’s statement here is the ablative of separation or exchange from the noun “Christ.”  Once the young woman loses her husband through his unexpected death, she has no one to whom to respond in love.  Therefore, she must return to the one she loved, while waiting for her right man to come along—the Lord Jesus Christ.


a.  Her priority in life returns to occupation with and reciprocal love for Christ.


b.  However, when a new “love” walks into her life, she no longer maintains her occupation with Christ.  She is now occupied with someone else whom she “loves.”  


c.  Paul described this situation in 1 Cor 7:34 “Both the unmarried woman and the single young woman are concerned about the things of the Lord, in order that she might be set apart both in her body and in her spirit.  But the married woman is concerned about the things of this world, how she might please her husband.”


d.  The woman “in love” has stopped being concerned about the things of the Lord, but is concerned about the things of this world, how she might please her husband.  Instead of being motivated by her relationship with the Lord, she will now be motivated by her relationship with the man she loves.  She will be very interested in pleasing him sexually, domestically, and socially, which will distract her from always pleasing the Lord as she formerly did.

e.  Her motivation to please her husband does not keep her off the charity list.


f.  Her strong sexual desire for someone she loves does not keep her off the charity list.


g.  Her distraction from pleasing the Lord does not keep her off the charity list.


h.  The fact that she will most likely remarry is what keeps her off the charity list.  Paul does not want the pastor and deacons of a local church to get distracted by women coming and going off the charity list every few years, based upon who they are currently in love with or married to.

i.  Paul’s assumption is that by the time a woman is sixty years old, she will have settled down and the idea of sex and “falling in love” will no longer be much of an issue in her life.  Therefore, she will be more than willing to dedicate herself to Christ, and therefore, remain qualified as a genuine widow in need of charitable support from the church.
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