1 Timothy 5:1



- is the dative of direct object from the masculine singular adjective PRESBUTEROS, used as a substantive, and meaning “an older man.”  This is followed by the negative MĒ plus the aorist active subjunctive second person singular from the verb EPIPLĒSSW, which means literally ‘to strike at’ someone, but is used figuratively meaning “rebuke, reprove, denounce” in the sense of a verbal reprimand.  The aorist subjunctive with MĒ forbids the beginning of an action, rather than to stop an action currently in progress.

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a single whole the rest of Timothy’s ministry and regards this demand as applying during that entire period.

The active voice indicates that Timothy is to produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of prohibition, which is used with the negative MĒ to forbid the initiation of an action.
“Do not reprimand an older man”
- is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” plus the second person singular present active imperative from the verb PARAKALEW, meaning “to urge strongly, appeal to, urge, exhort, encourage.”


The present tense is a tendential present, used to indicate an action that is proposed by Paul, but not yet taking place by Timothy.  This can also be an iterative present for what will occur at different points and times in Timothy’s ministry.  This can also be a customary present for what Paul reasonably expects to occur.  This is probably the most logical use of the present tense here.


The active voice indicates that Timothy is to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the comparative use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “as” plus the adverbial accusative of manner from the noun PATĒR, meaning “a father.”  The direct object “[him]” is so obvious it is omitted deliberately to hurry on to the important point, which is how the appeal is to be made—it is to be made as though you were appealing to your own father.
“but appeal to [him] as a father,”
- is the accusative direct object from the masculine plural comparative adjective NEOS, which is used as a substantive and means “younger men.”  Then we have the comparative use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “as” plus the adverbial accusative of manner from the noun ADELPHOS, meaning “a brother.”
“younger men as brothers.”

1 Tim 5:1 corrected translation
“Do not reprimand an older man but appeal to [him] as a father, younger men as brothers.”
Explanation:
1.  “Do not reprimand an older man”

a.  This is probably not a problem right now in Timothy’s ministry, but perfect advice for the future.  Timothy has not made this mistake, but Paul issues this command to make sure that Timothy does not make this mistake in the future.

b.  Paul is teaching Timothy the importance and dynamics of interpersonal relations; that is, how to deal with people from virtue, honor, and integrity.

c.  This is not a matter of “being politically correct.”  This is a matter of being grace oriented and doctrinally correct.

d.  This is also a matter of honor, as clearly taught in the Mosaic Law, Lev 19:32, “You shall rise up before the grayheaded and honor the aged, and you shall revere your God; I am the Lord.”  When elders are not respected, it is a sign of the coming fifth cycle of discipline, Lam 5:12, “Princes were hung by their hands; elders were not respected.”

e.  Timothy knew the Law well.  He knew that Paul was reminding him of a principle he had learned long ago from his grandmother, whom he had honored.

f.  Reprimanding an older man does no good.  Why?



(1)  He has lived long enough to be reprimanded so many times that he knows right from wrong.



(2)  An older man knows when he has done wrong; he does not need someone to tell him he is wrong.



(3)  A harsh, verbal rebuke of an older man does not make him change his behavior; it only makes him more set in his ways and stubborn.  He has nothing to lose, or so he thinks.



(4)  The harsh rebuke of an older man offends his wisdom, his dignity, and his sense of responsibility, especially when coming from a younger man, even a younger man with authority.

g.  Therefore, how is Timothy to handle the situation of an older man in his congregation, who is blatantly doing something wrong?
2.  “but appeal to [him] as a father,”

a.  Instead of a rebuke and verbal reprimand, which may even be justified, God’s solution is to appeal to the older man as a son would appeal to his father.

b.  The appeal of a son has the strongest influence on a father, because the father will do anything for his son.  Therefore, when the son asks in humility that his father change his course of action or do something differently, then the father will listen intently and consider the request carefully.


c.  Timothy’s goal is to get the older man to change his way of thinking and way of behaving in some manner, in order to execute God’s will and live the spiritual life.  Paul’s direction is to ‘do this by the same kind of appeal that you would make to me, Timothy.’  For Paul was the spiritual father of Timothy.  Paul would do anything for him as his son.  Therefore, Paul was telling him that just as you will never change me by giving me a public rebuke, so don’t do likewise to the older men in your congregation.  Treat them as you would treat me, and they will do whatever you ask.


d.  The appeal has to be based on the fact that God loves them and must be presented with graciousness, humility, and care.

g.  The young bull cannot bully the old bull.  He’s been around the pasture too many times for that.


h.  Timothy must be honest, forthright, patient, and kind in his treatment of the older men.  They will think they know it all, when they don’t, but that cannot be the issue for Timothy.  The issue must be the love for God, which God has always had for these older men.  That will get their attention in both Timothy’s words and actions.

3.  “younger men as brothers.”

a.  In a similar manner, Timothy cannot and must not lord it over the young men in the congregation.  He cannot throw his weight around as a pastor-teacher.  Should he attempt to do so, they will rebel and reject what he has to say.

b.  Young men are prone to arrogance, and are ready to rebel from and reject authority for any excuse.  Paul is advising Timothy to not give them any excuse.  Instead Timothy is to appeal to them as he would appeal to his own brother.


c.  Brothers are honest with each other.  Normally, they don’t lie to each other, cheat each other, or steal from each other.  They don’t need to.


d.  We should be able to go to our brother and ask him for anything, and because he loves us, he should do anything for us, no matter what the cost.  This is how Paul wants Timothy to approach the correction of younger men in the congregation.


e.  Timothy must consider the younger men in his congregation to be his very own brothers.  He is to love them like brothers and treat them like brothers.  This means he will do anything for them as brothers.  Therefore, he doesn’t need to yell at them, embarrass them in public, or chew them out to get them to execute the will of God.


f.  Timothy needs to go to them as a brother who loves them dearly and cares about them, be honest with them, encourage them, and offer to help them in any way he can.  Again this is not ‘political correctness’, which is just a disguised version of hypocrisy.  Instead, this is the unconditional love of Christian virtue, honor, and integrity at work in the soul of a believer.


g.  A similar thought is given in Tit 2:6, “In a similar manner exhort the new believers to be sensible.”
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