1 Timothy 4:4



- is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, which is used to give the ground or reason for the previous statement.  It can be translated “For, Because or Since.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the neuter singular adjective PAS, meaning “everything” or “the entire.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular noun KTISMA, which means “product of creative action, that which is created (by God), creature (created by God) everything created by God is good 1 Tim 4:4.”
  With this we have the ablative of personal agency from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “by God.”  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the neuter singular adjective KALOS, meaning “good” and referring to being good for food in this context.  The subject and predicate nominative indicate the ellipsis or deliberate omission of the verb EIMI (= “[is]”), in order to focus on what is important in this thought—the fact that everything created by God is good for food and not the fact of the existence of everything created by God.
“For everything created by God [is] good [for food]”
- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the nominative subject from the neuter singular adjective OUDEIS, meaning “nothing” (literally ‘not one thing’).  Then we have the predicate nominative from the neuter singular adjective APOBLĒTOS, which “is a derivative of APOBALLW meaning ‘to throw away’ or ‘to reject,’ (not occurring in the NT); that which is to be rejected—‘something to be rejected.’ ‘nothing received with thanksgiving is to be rejected’ 1 Tim 4:4.”
  This refers to the Jewish practice of rejecting certain foods as ‘unclean’.  Again we have an ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “[is].”  The elliptical structure used here is found in the following passages: 2 Tim 3:16; Rom 7:12; 1 Cor 11:30; 2 Cor 10:10; 1 Tim 1:15; 2:3; 4:9; and Heb 4:13.”

“and nothing [is to be] rejected,”
- is the preposition META plus the genitive of attendant circumstances from the feminine singular noun EUCHARISTIA, which means “with thanksgiving.”  Finally, we have the appositional nominative neuter singular present passive participle from the verb LAMBANW, which means “to be received” in the passive voice.

The present tense is a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur.

The passive voice indicates that everything that is eaten receives the action of being received into the body.


The participle is a conditional participle. “This participle implies a condition on which the fulfillment of the idea indicated by the main verb depends.  Its force can be introduced by if in translation.  This participle is almost always equivalent to the third class condition (usually representing some sense of uncertainty) rather than to the first class condition. ‘if it is received with thanks’.”

“if being received with thanksgiving.”

1 Tim 4:4 corrected translation
“For everything created by God [is] good [for food] and nothing [is to be] rejected, if being received with thanksgiving.”
Explanation:
1.  “For everything created by God [is] good [for food],”

a.  In the previous statement, Paul declared that God created foods that the false teachers are forbidding for the purpose of being eaten.  He continues in this statement with a further explanation.

b.  Every animal God has created is good for food.  We may not want to eat certain animals, but they are still good for food.

c.  If God has declared all animals good for food, then who do these false teachers think they are by forbidding believers from eating certain foods?

d.  They think they are equal or better than God.  That is why they place burdens on others that God has not designed for man to bear.


e.  The fact God declared all animals in the Church Age as good for food is clearly taught in Acts 10.  Our Lord used this illustration of all animals being good for food in the Church Age to show that salvation was available to all mankind, and that the unique spiritual assets of the Church Age were also available to all men without partiality from God.


f.  Food was a big issue at the time Paul wrote.  Why?  The unbeliever Jews, the apostate believing Jews, and Gentile false teachers were making an issue out of what a person ate or did not eat as a reflection of their spiritual life.


g.  Food was made a false issue, in order to distract believers from the critical issue of the importance of personal love for God and Bible doctrine in the soul.


h.  The Gentile false teachers focused on meat being offered to idols.  The Jewish unbelievers still focused on not eating those things forbidden by the Mosaic Law.  The Jewish apostate believers focused on both areas.

i.  This problem is mentioned by Paul in Rom 14:1-4, “Now receive [welcome] the one who is weak [limited] in doctrinal understanding and acceptance, not for the purpose of getting into quarrels about opinions.  On the one hand, the one category [mature believers] believes that he may eat all things, on the other hand, the one who is weak eats vegetables.  He who eats [mature believer] must stop treating with contempt the one who does not eat [weak believer].  Furthermore, he who does not eat must stop judging that one who keeps on eating.  For God has welcomed him.  You, who are you who keeps judging another’s house slave?  To his own lord he stands or falls.  In fact he will hold his ground, because the Lord is able to make him stand.”  Rom 14:14-15, “I know and have been convinced by the Lord Jesus that nothing [is] unclean by means of itself except to the one who considers something to be unclean, to that one [it is] unclean.  Therefore if because of food your brother is offended (irritated, insulted) and he is, you no longer walk according to love.  Because of your food stop destroying [the spiritual life of] that one on behalf of whom Christ died.”  And Rom 14:21, “[It is] better not to eat meat nor to drink wine, nor [do anything else] by which your brother is offended.”  Rom 14:23 “But he [weak believer] who doubts is condemned [by his weak conscience], if he eats [meat contrary to his taboo], because he does not eat on the basis of what he believes.  And whatever [is] not [eaten] on the basis of what is believed is equal to sin.”

j.  This was also an issue in the Corinthian church, 1 Cor 8:4-13, “So concerning the eating of meat offered to an idol we know that [there is] no such thing as an idol in the world and that [there is] no God except one.  For even if there are so-called gods, whether in heaven or on earth, just as there are many gods and many lords, yet for our benefit [there is] one God, the Father, from Whom [are] all things and we [exist] for His purpose, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through Whom [are] all things, and we [exist] through Him.  But this knowledge is not in everyone.  In fact, because of being accustomed to the idol up to the present time, they are eating as though it is food offered to an idol.   And their conscience, being weak, is defiled.  Yet food will never bring us close to God.  Neither if we do not eat do we lack an advantage nor if we eat do we have an advantage.  But take care that this freedom of choice of yours does not ever become an opportunity for those who are doctrinally weak to take offense.  For if someone should see you, the one who has knowledge, dining in an idol temple, will not his conscience, if he is weak, be strengthened, with the result that he might eat the things offered to an idol?  For the weak are being [spiritually] ruined by your knowledge, your fellow-believer, for the sake of whom Christ died.  And by sinning in this manner against your fellow-believers, and by wounding their weakened conscience, you are sinning against Christ.  For this very reason, if food causes my fellow-believer to sin, I will absolutely not eat meat forever, in order that I might not cause my fellow-believer to sin.”
2.  “and nothing [is to be] rejected,”

a.  This is the dogmatic declaration of God’s word that all things provided for food are acceptable to God and will not defile a believer in God’s eyes.

b.  No Church Age believer is to reject any food or animal as ceremonially unclean or something that will cause that person to be in a state of sinfulness by eating.

c.  God has rejected no animal as unclean, since He is the creator of all animals.


d.  God cannot and will not create something that is unholy or unclean in His sight.


e.  Therefore, since God can only create clean animals, then all animals are good for good and nothing is to be rejected by the religious taboos of man.


f.  Therefore, if any man rejects an animal as unclean food, he blasphemes the integrity of God.  And if any man teaches that it is wrong to eat certain foods (e.g. vegetarian activists), then he too blasphemes the integrity of God.


g.  Since nothing is to be rejected, everything is to be accepted as food for man.  That is the divine standard, not man’s standard.

3.  “if being received with thanksgiving.”

a.  There is only one condition that God puts on eating.  We are to give thanks to Him for providing the food.  This is our daily memorial to His grace.

b.  Just as we have a periodic ritual of communion to memorialize the grace provision of salvation provided by our Lord on the cross, so also the daily thanksgiving for food is a memorial to the logistical grace support of our Lord.  We should never eat anything without giving thanks to God.


c.  Rom 14:5-6, “For example, on the one hand this one [weak believer] considers one day greater than another day, on the other hand that one [spiritual believer] considers every day [alike].  Each person must be fully convinced and certain in his own thinking.  He who thinks that each day is important [mature believer], thinks each day is important for the benefit of the Lord.  And he who eats [anything he wants], eats to the Lord, because he gives thanks to God.  In fact he who does not eat [weak believer] does not eat for the benefit of the Lord, and he gives thanks to God.”

d. 1 Cor 10:30-31, “If I partake with gratitude, and I do, why am I being slandered because of that for which I am giving thanks?  Therefore whether we eat or drink or do anything, do all things for the purpose of the glory of God.”
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