1 Timothy 4:15



- is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “these things” and referring to “paying close attention to exegesis, exhortation, teaching” mentioned in verse 13.  This is followed by the second person singular present active imperative from the verb MELETAW, which means “(1) to work with something definite in mind, take care, endeavor; (2) to improve by care or study: practice, cultivate, take pains with; (3) to fix one’s mind on something, think about or meditate upon.”
  Here it means “to continue to perform certain activities with care and concern—‘to practice, to continue to do, to cultivate.’”


The present tense is a progressive and customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur on a continual basis right now and in the future.


The active voice indicates that Timothy is to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.
“Keep on cultivating these things;”
- is the preposition EN plus the dative of reference from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “with reference to, concerning, or about these things.”  Then we have the second person singular present active imperative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: keep on being,” but is used here in an idiomatic expression, meaning: “to be involved in something, devote yourself to these things 1 Tim 4:15 (Xenophon uses the expression with the meaning ‘to be occupied with such things’; Josephus uses the expression meaning ‘they occupied themselves with the singing of hymns’.)”


The present tense is a progressive and customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur on a continual basis right now and in the future.


The active voice indicates that Timothy is to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.
“keep on being occupied with these things,”
- is the conjunction HINA, used to introduce a purpose clause, translated “in order that.”  This is followed by the possessive genitive from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “your” with the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun PROKOPĒ, which means “a movement forward to an improved state, progress, advance(ment), furtherance Phil 1:25; 1 Tim 4:15; Phil 1:12.”
  Then we have the predicate nominative from the feminine singular adjective PHANEROS, which means “evident so as to be readily known, visible, clear, plainly to be seen, open, plain, known.”
  I like the translation “apparent” here because it carries several of the connotations of the Greek adjective (evident, plain, known).  This is followed by the third person singular present active subjunctive from the verb EIMI, which means “to be.”


The present tense is a tendential present for a state, condition, or fact that Paul is proposing but is not yet taking place.


The active voice indicates that Timothy’s spiritual growth is to produce the action.

The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive, which indicates that Timothy’s volition is involved in making this happen.  The subjunctive mood is also used with HINA to indicate a purpose in taking the actions described by the two main verbs (commands) previously mentioned.

Finally, we have the dative of indirect object from the masculine plural adjective PAS, used as a substantive, meaning “to all” and referring to all the members of his congregation.
“in order that your advance may be apparent to all.”

1 Tim 4:15 corrected translation
“Keep on cultivating these things; keep on being occupied with these things, in order that your advance may be apparent to all.”
Explanation:
1.  “Keep on cultivating these things [exegesis, exhortation, and teaching];”

a.  Paul continues with a couple of additional commands to make certain there is no misunderstanding on the part of his best friend, Timothy.

b.  First, Paul orders someone he loves dearly to keep on practicing and taking care to cultivate his exegesis, exhortation, and teaching of God’s word.

c.  Paul has already stressed the importance of Timothy exegeting and teaching Bible doctrine; now he stresses the importance of continuing to get better and better at it as long as he lives.


d.  Exegesis is both a science and an art.



(1)  Determining a correct translation of a passage is a science in that you must understand the original language, its nuances, its idioms, its constructions, and its organization.



(2)  Determining a correct translation is also an art, because the thought being conveyed from one language to another must be done with care and thought for the idiom, organization, and nuances of meaning of the language you are translating from as well as the language you are translating to.


e.  But coming to a correct translation is only one third of the battle for truth.  The next part is understanding what the statement means in relation to the rest of the context in which it is stated.



(1)  Determining the explanation of a verse in context is a science in that you must know how Greek conjunctions are used to establish the system of structure in a passage.



(2)  Determining the explanation of a verse in context is an art in that you must be able to transform the Greek structure into our English structure with all of our punctuation marks and signs the Greeks did not use.


f.  The final problem is being able to present the material in such a way that it is understandable to those we are teaching.



(1)  Not all subjects are exciting and interesting, but all are necessary.



(2)  The exhortations given to older women are not very interesting to young men, just as the exhortations to children are not necessarily interesting to believers with no children.  However, all these things are necessary.


g.  Cultivating exhortation means learning when to turn the heat up and when to turn it down.  That involves being able to read the needs of our congregation.  This is not done by prying into their lives and finding out what their sins are, but watching them as we teach and seeing what makes them uncomfortable.  Based upon what we are teaching and their body language of discomfort (like avoiding eye contact), we may need to emphasize the point we are teaching more.  In the same respect, we may need to tone down our exhortation, so that we don’t beat people mentally into the ground with the result that they become discouraged.


h.  Exhortation must be different things at different times, such as: demanding, challenging, or encouraging, depending on the needs of our congregation.

i.  As time goes on and hundreds of Bible classes turn in to thousands of Bible classes, a pastor should become better at presenting the word of God.  This takes practice and is the cultivation of the art and science of public speaking.  The more we speak before people the more comfortable we become.


j.  Paul’s injunction to Timothy is to keep on exegeting, keep on exhorting, and keep on teaching God’s Word, so that he will become better at it as time goes on.



(1)  Practice does not make perfect, when it comes to God’s Word.  Practice makes improvement.



(2)  No man can perfectly present the word of God except the God-Man, Jesus Christ.  No man can adequately substitute for the teaching of the Lord Jesus Christ, but it is the system our Lord has instituted for the Church Age, and so each pastor is to practice and cultivate the art and science of studying and teaching as long as he lives.

2.  “keep on being occupied with these things,”

a.  Paul’s second command is the opposite side of his previous command “Stop neglecting the spiritual gift in you.”

b.  This command is the positive command to keep on being occupied with getting better each day at studying and teaching God’s word.

c.  This command is a parallel command to the one Paul has just given.  ‘Keep on cultivating your ability to study and teach the word of God’ is almost identical to saying ‘keep on being occupied with studying and teaching God’s word.’


d.  The difference between the two commands is simply a matter of emphasis.


e.  The first command deals with Timothy’s daily function.  This command deals with his motivation.  Not only must Timothy actually study and teach every day, but he must be motivated from his own soul to do so each day.


f.  Being occupied with something means to think about it because you like thinking about it.



(1)  It is like being in love with someone.  We think about them all the time because we want to think about them, not because we have to think about them.



(2)  Being occupied with something means doing it because we enjoy doing it and want to do it, not because we have to do it.



(3)  People occupy their minds with the things they enjoy, because they enjoy them, not because they are forced to think about them and have no other choice.


h.  The pastor’s first love in order of importance is the Lord Jesus Christ.  Therefore, his first priority of thinking every day is about the Lord Jesus Christ.  That means thinking about the word of God—what does it say, what does it mean, how do I explain it.

3.  “in order that your [spiritual] advance may be apparent to all.”


a.  Paul has a clear and definite purpose in ordering these things of his friend.  He wants Timothy’s spiritual advance to be evident and apparent to everyone in the congregation.

b.  The pastor sets the example of the importance of God’s word by his diligent and faithful studying and teaching of God’s word.

c.  The accurate exegesis, interpretation, explanation, and presentation of God’s word on a consistent basis demonstrates:



(1)  The trustworthiness of the pastor.



(2)  The faithfulness of the pastor.



(3)  The personal love for God of the pastor.



(4)  The unconditional love, or honor, virtue, and integrity of the pastor toward all in his congregation.



(5)  The personal sense of destiny of the pastor.



(6)  The right priorities of the pastor.



(7)  The grace orientation of the pastor.



(8)  The doctrinal orientation of the pastor.



(9)  The pastor’s occupation with Christ.



(10)  Therefore, the spiritual advance of the pastor.


d.  Everyone in the congregation can see this spiritual advance, and it becomes an example to all of the importance of doctrine as the foundation for spiritual advance.


e.  The dedicated studying and teaching of the pastor is his witness to the advance in the spiritual life of the importance of Bible doctrine in the soul and the mutual support of reciprocal unconditional personal love for God.


f.  This witness becomes apparent and evident to everyone in his congregation as the pastor consistently and accurately exegetes, interprets, and teaches the word of God.


g.  Paul knew Timothy was a great believer, but it wasn’t apparent to the believers in Ephesus right now, because Timothy has become distracted from his right priorities in life as a pastor.  Paul is putting Timothy back on the right track by reminding him in no uncertain terms of what his priorities are, so that the members of his congregation will see his spiritual advance and give him the honor due those who are working hard at preaching and teaching, 1 Tim 5:17.
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