1 Timothy 4:14
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- is the negative MĒ plus the second person singular present active imperative from the verb AMELEW, which means “to have no care for, to neglect, be unconcerned about someone or something Heb 8:9; if we disregard so great a salvation Heb 2:3; do not neglect the (spiritual) gift that is in you 1 Tie 4:14.”


The present tense is a customary present for what Paul reasonably expects to occur right now.


The active voice with the negative means that Timothy is to stop neglecting something he is currently neglecting.


The imperative mood in the present tense with the negative MĒ is a command to stop an action already in progress.

With this we have the genitive of direct object from the neuter singular article and noun CHARISMA, which refers to “special gifts of a non-material sort, bestowed through God’s generosity on individual Christians 1 Pet 4:10; 1 Tim 4:14; 2 Tim 1:6; Rom 12:6; 1 Cor 12:4, 9, 28, 30, 31.”
  It refers to our “spiritual gift.”  With this we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “in you” and referring to Timothy.
“Stop neglecting the spiritual gift in you,”
- is the nominative subject from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” and referring back to the neuter singular noun CHARISMA = spiritual gift.  Then we have the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means in the passive voice “to be given.”

The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which refers to the entirety of the giving of the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher to Timothy by God the Holy Spirit at the moment of salvation.


The passive voice indicates that Timothy received the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”  Then we have the preposition DIA plus the ablative of cause (“At times DIA with the genitive seems to have causal meaning as in ‘because of the resistance of the flesh’ Rom 8:3; 2 Cor 9:13.”
) from the feminine singular noun PROPHĒTEIA, which means “the utterance of one who interprets divine will or purpose, prophecy.”
  It is translated “because of prophecy.”  This cannot be the ablative of means because spiritual gifts are never given by means of prophecy.
“which was given to you because of prophecy [the interpretation of the divine will and purpose]”
- is the preposition META plus the genitive of attendant circumstances from the feminine singular noun EPITHESIS, which means “the superimposing of something on something, or with the laying on of hands Acts 8:18; 1 Tim 4:14; 2 Tim 1:6; Heb 6:2.”
  Then we have the objective genitive from the feminine plural article and noun CHEIR, which means “of hands.”  Finally, we have the ablative of agency from the neuter singular article and noun PRESBUTERION, which means “an administrative group concerned with the interests of a specific community, meaning by the council of elders and is also used of the highest Judean council in Jerusalem [the Sanhedrin], Lk 22:66; Acts 22:5.”

“with the laying on of hands by the assembly of elders.”

1 Tim 4:14 corrected translation
“Stop neglecting the spiritual gift in you, which was given to you because of prophecy with the laying on of hands by the assembly of elders.”
Explanation:
1.  “Stop neglecting the spiritual gift in you,”

a.  Paul continues with his admonitions to Timothy.  Again he gives him a command to stop doing something that he was already doing.  Timothy was so distracted by the problems from false teachers in other local churches in the area and the effect it was having on some members of his own congregation that he had begun to neglect the use of his own spiritual gift.

b.  The spiritual gift Timothy had was the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher.  This spiritual gift is mentioned in Eph 4:11.

c.  The spiritual gift of pastor-teacher is one of the permanent spiritual gifts of the Church Age.  It began to function in the pre-canon period of the Church Age (between 30-96 AD), but did not come into prominence until after 70 AD with the death of Peter, Paul, and James.  The only apostle that seems to remain after this time was John.  Therefore, the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher had to come to the forefront to replace the teaching and guardian functions of the spiritual gift of apostleship.


d.  Timothy definitely had this spiritual gift, which was why Paul took him along after getting to know him on Paul’s second missionary journey and spending twenty years training Timothy in his traveling seminary.


e.  This spiritual gift is bestowed by the sovereignty of God the Holy Spirit at the moment of salvation.  It cannot be earned by “good behavior” or given by other members of the Church.  Other believers can recognize and acknowledge the spiritual gift, but they have no part in bestowing the gift on a person.


f.  Only males have this spiritual gift, because the man was not deceived by Satan in his fall in the Garden of Eden.

g.  Timothy was so worried about the false teaching and those following the false teachers that he stopped studying and teaching the word of God on a regular basis.  No doubt he got involved in counseling and trying to persuade believers in the church that what they were doing was wrong.



(1)  When a pastor gets distracted from his number one priority in life, he begins to neglect his spiritual gift.



(2)  Neglect of his spiritual gift will manifest itself in attempting to do other things that are not related to his number one priority.



(3)  Since his number one priority is to study and teach doctrine, when he is distracted he will start doing other things like individual counseling, visiting the sick, becoming involved in Christian activism and trying “to do something” to solve the problem.


h.  Timothy was only making matters worse by the neglect of studying and teaching doctrine.  What he needed to do to fix the problem was teach doctrine, and teach it accurately and dogmatically.


i.  Doctrine solves problems, not worry, not counseling, not “doing some human viewpoint solution.”  So Paul orders Timothy to get back to the basics of his spiritual gift—study the word of God and then teach it.


j.  The pastor cannot compromise with those who reject his teaching.  He must study and teach regardless of what people think, say, or do.  If he is wrong, God the Holy Spirit will correct him faster than the criticism of any group of believers in the congregation.


k.  Timothy stopped studying and teaching, which was a compromise of the word of God in order to gain the approbation of those who were rejecting the Word.  Negative volition will reject the word of God anyway.  Why compromise your spiritual gift to get a hearing?  It isn’t worth it.  The pastor compromises his spiritual gift when he uses gimmicks and human viewpoint strategy to gain or keep people in the congregation.


l.  Believers should be motivated to listen to the teaching of the word of God because they love the Lord Jesus Christ, not because of some gimmick or human viewpoint solution by a pastor neglecting his spiritual gift.


m.  No pastor ever has to worry about the size of his congregation.  God provides the hearers.  The pastor must use his spiritual gift to be prepared to provide the spiritual food needed by those who love the Lord enough to come to church and listen.

2.  “which was given to you because of prophecy [the interpretation of the divine will and purpose]”

a.  Next Paul qualifies with a further explanation his previous statement concerning Timothy’s spiritual gift.  Timothy was given the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher for one reason only—the interpretation and explanation of the divine will and purpose of God.

b.  The spiritual gift of pastor-teacher is designed to teach and explain the will of God.  The pastor’s gift is to be able to so understand the word of God that he can correctly and accurately interpret and explain the will and purpose of God.  This is the technical theological meaning of the term ‘prophecy,’ which is far more important than simply telling believers what is going to happen in the future.


c.  God had a will and purpose for giving Timothy the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher—that Timothy would use this grace gift from God to interpret and explain God’s Word to fellow believers.


d.  Timothy was completely neglecting this God-given ability, which was not only hurting Timothy spiritually, but doing spiritual harm to the members of his congregation who were dependent upon him.


e.  Paul is subtly reminding Timothy that there are a lot of great believers in Ephesus that are still depending on him to use the spiritual gift God gave him.  Not only must Timothy not neglect his spiritual gift for his own sake but also for the sake of the members of his congregation who are still positive to doctrine.  As long as two people are positive, Timothy cannot neglect his spiritual gift.  (Even if no one was listening, he should still study and be prepared to teach.)
3.  “with the laying on of hands by the assembly of elders.”

a.  Finally, Paul reminds Timothy that an assembly of pastor-teachers gathered together to recognize and formally acknowledge his spiritual gift through the ritual of ordination.  Ordination is not the conveyance of the spiritual gift, but the formal recognition by other established pastors that someone else among them has the spiritual gift and should be so recognized by other believers.

b.  The ‘laying on of hands’ is a ritual of recognition.  It indicates that those who place their hands on you recognize the spiritual gift God has given you.  The laying on of hands in ordination is the public recognition of what God has already accomplished in giving a man the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher.


c.  Therefore, Paul is reminding Timothy that he must not concern himself with what any believer or group of believers thinks about him as a pastor teacher.  Why?  He has already been recognized by God as a man with the spiritual gift at the moment of salvation.  He has already been recognized by leaders in the local churches who have the same spiritual gift.


d.  Therefore, Paul’s argument here is: Look Timothy, God gave you a spiritual gift, which has been recognized publicly by your peers, therefore, stop neglecting it.  Start doing your job—study and teach the word of God, interpreting the will and purpose of God to those who are willing to listen.
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