1 Timothy 4:13



- is the preposition HEWS, used “to denote the end of a period of time, translated: till, Until.”
  With this we have the first person singular present deponent middle/passive deponent indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “I come.”

The present tense is a customary and durative present for what Paul expects to happen between the time when Timothy receives this letter and Paul arrives in Ephesus.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning, Paul producing the action of coming to Ephesus.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality that Paul is coming to Ephesus to see Timothy.
“Until I come,”
- is the second person singular present active imperative from the verb PROSECHW, which means “(1) to be in a state of alert, be concerned about, care for, take care; (2) to pay close attention to something, pay attention to, give heed to, follow, be alert, notice 1 Tim 1:4; 4:1; Tit 1:14; Heb 2:1; 2 Pet 1:19; (3) to continue in close attention to something, occupy oneself with, devote or apply oneself to 1 Tim 3:8; 4:13; Heb 7:13.”


The present tense is a customary and durative present for what Paul reasonably expects Timothy to do between now and when Paul arrives there.

The active voice indicates that Timothy is to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the dative of direct object (some verbs take their direct object in the dative case rather than the accusative case) from the feminine singular article and noun ANAGNWSIS, which means “the public reading of the OT 2 Cor 3:14; (public) reading, exhorting, teaching 1 Tim 4:13.”
  This word is idiomatic, referring to not simply reading, but also to giving a thorough explanation of what the passage means (“reading aloud with comments so as to persuade others (Epictetus).  So in the New Testament (Mt 24:15; Mk 13:14), ‘Let him that reads’ means let him who reads and comments on these words in the assembly take care to understand them).”
  This is called “exegesis” or the thorough explanation of a passage of Scripture.
“pay close attention to exegesis,”
- is the dative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun PARAKLĒSIS, which means both “comfort, encouragement, and exhortation.”  Here it refers to encouraging and challenging believers in the local church through exhortation or pressing them to keep on advancing in the spiritual life.
“exhortation,”

 - is the dative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun DIDASKALIA, which means “teaching.”
“teaching.”
The fact there are no connective conjunctions in this verse is a figure of speech called, asyndeton, which is a hurrying by the writer through part of what he is saying to focus attention on something else in the passage.  Paul was hurrying because Timothy already knew what was wrong and what needed to be done.  He just needed a quick reminder.
1 Tim 4:13 corrected translation
“Until I come, pay close attention to exegesis, exhortation, teaching.”
Explanation:
1.  “Until I come,”

a.  Timothy has been distracted by the problems in the church.  He is so distracted that he is neglecting his own responsibility to study and teach.

b.  Therefore, Paul focuses his attention on what he must do as a pastor, especially when things are not going well in the church.

c.  Paul has previously mentioned that he is about to come to Ephesus to see Timothy and help straighten out things in the church, 1 Tim 3:14 “These things I am writing to you, though expecting to come to you in a short time.”

d.  But until Paul can get there, Timothy must focus on three things.  These three things are the primary duties and responsibilities of the pastor-teacher.

2.  “pay close attention to exegesis,”

a.  The first and most important thing a pastor must do is study the word of God.


b.  The verb PROSECHW has several meanings that apply here.



(1)  It means to be concerned about, care for, or to take care.




(a)  The pastor must be concerned about what the word of God says.




(b)  He must care about the truth of the word of God more than anything else in life.  He must take care to be as accurate as possible in his study, understanding, and explanation of God’s word.



(2)  It means to pay close attention to something.




(a)  The pastor must pay close attention to what the word of God says, how it is said, and why it is said.  The entire context of a passage must be taken into consideration, so that the explanation of a particular statement stays within the bounds of the ideas within that context.




(b)  The pastor must pay attention to details in the word of God.  Right and wrong meanings can hang on a single letter or the position of a word in a sentence.


(3)  It means to occupy oneself with, devote or apply oneself to.



(a)  The pastor must be occupied with the word of God.  His occupation with the word of God is his occupation with Christ.




(b)  The pastor must be devoted to studying and learning what the Scriptures teach.  He must apply himself diligently to the study of the word of God on a daily basis.


c.  The pastor must pay attention to, devote himself to, and occupy himself with the public reading of Scripture with comments.


(1)  Exegesis is defined as “critical explanation or interpretation of a text or portion of a text, especially of the Bible.”



(2)  In order to give a critical explanation or interpretation of a text of Scripture, the pastor must have a critical and thorough understanding of the text and its context.  The Scripture cannot simply be read; it must also be explained in detail.



(3)  The pastor must be devoted to the public, detailed explanation of Scripture.  That means that the twenty minute teaching of God’s word on a Sunday morning, which takes place in most churches today is a total violation of the spirit and intent of the meaning of this verse.



(4)  The word of God needs to be taught, explained, and interpreted as often as possible.  Paul taught everyday during his three years in Ephesus (see my notes in Acts).
3.  “exhortation,”

a.  The second thing that Paul demands that Timothy focus his attention on is exhortation.

b.  Exhortation is an utterance, discourse, or address conveying urgent advice, recommendations, or warnings.

c.  Timothy needed to warn those who were positive to the teaching of doctrine not to get caught up in the false doctrine of those who were negative.


d.  He needed to warn those who were negative that they were in grave danger of the three stages of divine discipline: warning, intensive, and dying discipline.

e.  Timothy needed to get tough verbally and lay the truth on the line.  The believers in Ephesus deserved to be told in no uncertain terms what God expected of them and why.


f.  Paul wants Timothy to stop trying to be the nice guy in the pulpit and level with them.


g.  Timothy needed to urgently warn them about the consequences of their wrong thinking and bad decisions.  That may not seem like “love” to some believers, but it is one of the most loving things a pastor can do for members of his congregation.


h.  Exhortation is how a pastor protects a sheep from their own bad decisions.  This is the “pastoral” function of the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher.

4.  “teaching.”

a.  The third thing that Paul wants Timothy to focus on until he comes is teaching the word of God.

b.  This is the other primary function of the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher.

c.  Teaching includes the detailed exegesis or critical explanation of a passage, along with the principles of explanation and application that naturally follow from that passage.


d.  Teaching includes explaining, warning, encouraging, exhorting, comforting, and most of all repetition, so that the members of the congregation cannot forget the principles taught.


e.  The Army has a great system of teaching: tell them what you are going to tell them, then tell them what you want them to know, and finally tell them what you told them.


f.  For a pastor’s teaching to be of any value, his personal study of God’s word must be thorough and accurate.  Pastors do make mistakes.  But, if they keep studying diligently and faithfully, God the Holy Spirit will show them where they were wrong and give them plenty of opportunity to correct their teaching.
5.  Notice that pastoral counseling, visiting the sick, organizing the social life of the church are not the duties and responsibilities of the pastor.  None of these things are mentioned by Paul.  The pastor is the “expert” on the meaning of the word of God.  Therefore, he must study and teach.  The deacons should be involved in visiting the sick, and should be able to answer the questions of those believer’s having a special problem with which they need advice and counsel.
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