1 Timothy 4:12



- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular negative adjective MĒDEIS, which means “nobody” or “not anyone.”  This is followed by the possessive genitive from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “your” and referring to Timothy.  Then we have the ablative of cause from the feminine singular article and noun NEOTĒS, which means “because of your state of youthfulness, youth Lk 18:21; Acts 26:4; Mk 10:20.”
  This is followed by the third person singular present active imperative from the verb KATAPHRONEW, which means “(1) to look down on someone or something with contempt or aversion, with implication that one considers the object of little value; despise, scorn, treat with contempt Mt 6:24; 18:10; Lk 16:13; 1 Cor 11:22; 2 Pet 2:10; 1 Tim 4:12; Rom 2:4; 1 Tim 6:2; (2) to consider something not important enough to be an object of concern when evaluated against something else, care nothing for, disregard, be unafraid of Heb 12:2.”
  What Paul is saying here is that some of the believers in Ephesus are looking down on Timothy because he is not as old as they are, and therefore, are treating him with contempt by disregarding his authority as a pastor-teacher.  Timothy cannot stop them from having their mental attitude sins, but he can stop them from disregarding his authority as a pastor-teacher.  Therefore, Paul logically would not demand of Timothy that he make someone else stop their mental attitude sins.  Timothy has no control over that.  But Timothy does have control over how they regard his authority as a pastor-teacher.  Therefore, the meaning “to disregard his authority” makes more sense here than the first meaning, which makes Paul order Timothy to stop the mental attitude sins of others, which is an impossible command for him to follow.

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on, and what Paul wants to have stopped immediately.

The active voice indicates that Timothy is to produce the action.


The imperative mood in the present tense with a negative (the MĒ in MĒDEIS) is an imperative of prohibition to stop an action already in progress.
“Stop permitting anyone to disregard your authority because of your youth,”
- is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun TUPOS, which means “an example, pattern 1 Tim 4:12; Phil 3:17; 1 Thes 1:7; 2 Thes 3:9; Tit 2:7; 1 Pet 5:3.”
  Then we have the second person singular present deponent middle/passive imperative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become.”

The present tense is a tendential present for what is proposed, but not yet taking place.  This is also a progressive present for what Paul expects to continue throughout the rest of Timothy’s ministry.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning and indicates that Timothy is to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.
This is followed by the objective genitive from the masculine plural article and adjective PISTOS, used as a substantive and the “absolute sense means believing (in Christ), a (Christian) believer and is used both as an adjective and substantive Acts 16:1; 2 Cor 6:15; 1 Tim 4:10; 5:16; 6:2; Tit 1:6; the believers = the Christians 1 Tim 4:3, 12; Acts 10:45.”

“but keep on becoming an example to the believers”
- is the preposition EN plus the dative of reference or respect or the locative of sphere meaning “with respect to,” “with regard to,” “with reference to,” or “in the sphere of.”  The idea being that these are the logical areas in which Timothy is to be an example to the believers in his congregation.  Then we have five singular nouns, which are all in the feminine case except the first one, which is masculine.
LOGOS means “a communication whereby the mind finds expression, word of utterance, chiefly oral; as expression, word.”

ANASTROPHĒ means “conduct expressed according to certain principles: way of life, conduct, behavior.”

AGAPĒ means “virtue-love,” that is, reciprocal love for God and unconditional impersonal love for all mankind.

PISTIS means “what is believed” or Bible doctrine.

HAGNEIA means “the quality of moral purity, purity; of a pure mind.”

“in word, in conduct, in virtue-love, in doctrine, in purity [of mind].”

1 Tim 4:12 corrected translation
“Stop permitting anyone to disregard your authority because of your youth, but keep on becoming an example to the believers in word, in conduct, in virtue-love, in doctrine, in purity [of mind].”
Explanation:
1.  “Stop permitting anyone to disregard your authority because of your youth,”

a.  Paul continues with his commands to Timothy for what he expects of a well prepared and motivated pastor-teacher and guardian of the local church.

b.  There was a problem in Ephesus with some members of the congregation rejecting the authority of Timothy as pastor.  They were using the excuse that he was too young to have that much authority.

c.  Paul picked up Timothy on his second missionary journey (Acts 16), which occurred after the Jerusalem Council (circa 49-50 AD, Acts 15); therefore, about 51 AD.  Paul was writing to Timothy, after his first Roman imprisonment, which was from 60-62 AD.  This means that Timothy had been associated with Paul for 21 to 22 years when Paul wrote this.

d.  Paul would have never taken a boy with him on a missionary journey, which means that Timothy, as a Jew, had to be at least 13 years of age or older to be considered a man.  He is more likely to have been of greater service to Paul as a 18-20 year old when Paul decided to take him along, since Timothy would have needed a few years to demonstrate his proven character as a man, which is mentioned in Acts 16:2-3, “and he was well spoken of by the brethren who were in Lystra and Iconium.  Paul wanted this one to go with him; and he took him and circumcised him because of the Jews who were in those parts, for they all knew that his father was a Greek.”  (The word “man” does not occur in this passage as stated in the NASV; the word used is the demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this one; this person” rather than the nouns ANTHRWPOS or ANĒR, which are the words for “man.”

e.  Thus Timothy was between 35 and 40 years old, when Paul wrote this.  Certainly not old enough to be an old man, but older than our Lord during His earthly ministry, and no one ever accused Him of being too young to have the authority He had.


f.  Therefore, age was used as a false issue by those with negative volition to doctrine to justify their negative volition to Timothy’s teaching of accurate doctrine.

g.  When we cannot attack the message, we attack the messenger.  Negative volition attacked Timothy’s age.

h.  So Paul’s direction to Timothy is to not let them use his relative “youth” as a false issue in rejecting the authority of the word of God.


i.  Timothy is to make it clear to these believers that he is the pastor, which means he has the God-given authority, and that authority is in his accurate teaching of the word of God.  Those who reject his authority will die the sin unto death, because they have rejected the authority of God.


j.  Paul is very emphatic in that this command is to be obeyed immediately.  This is a critical issue in the local church, because rebellion in a local church is so detrimental to the spiritual growth of all in the church.  Paul and Timothy both had first hand experience with this problem in the Corinthian church.

k.  Timothy will execute this command by teaching the word of God with absolute, dogmatic authority, leaving no room for anyone to question what it says.  He must make the accurate, truthful, and infallible presentation of the teaching of Scripture the issue.
2.  “but keep on becoming an example to the believers”

a.  Paul continues his command by stating what Timothy must do, in order for his authority to not be disregarded by those in the local church.

b.  It must be remembered that no matter what a pastor does or says, those with locked-in negative volition will always reject his authority.  Therefore, he cannot be concerned with what they think.

c.  The pastor also does not need to worry about that small group of mature believers who accept and respect his authority.  They will always do so and his authority will never be an issue to them, because they accept his authority as unto the Lord.


d.  The pastor is concerned about those who are lukewarm, neither hot nor cold, because they are in danger of making the bad decision to reject his authority.

e.  Therefore, Paul orders Timothy to become a living example to them of:



(1)  The importance of doctrine.



(2)  The priority of doctrine.



(3)  And the application of doctrine.


f.  The pastor is not perfect.  He has a sin nature like everyone else.  In fact his sins are almost always worse than anyone else, because, of all people, he definitely knows better than to sin.


g.  However, the pastor is definitely commanded here to set the example for the congregation of what it means to love the word of God, make it our number one priority in life, and apply it to every aspect of life.

h.  Note that the issue is being an example to believers, not to unbelievers.  The believer cannot be an example to the unbeliever.  The unbeliever cannot live up to the standards of the believer because he does not have the power or ability in spiritual depravity and minus the filling of the Holy Spirit to do so.


i.  A spiritual example can only be set by a spiritual person to those who are spiritual.


j.  The pastor’s example is a lifetime example.  He must do this throughout his entire life.  There is never a time when his number one priority cannot be the word of God.

3.  “in word,”

a.  Paul continues with a list of five areas in which the pastor must set the example for believers in his congregation.  The first area of being an example is in the spoken word.

b.  The pastor must have complete control over his tongue.  He cannot be a gossip, a maligner, a judger of other persons, or the creator of public lies.


c.  He must demonstrate his respect for the person and work of Christ in his everyday language.  This does not mean that he must speak like a “holy fool,” constantly saying things like “brother,” “sister,” “amen,” “God willing,” and all the other little, trite “Christian phrases,” which are not Christian at all.  They have become simply trite phrases, pointing to the ignorance and immaturity of the believers using them.


d.   The pastor must be honest, forthright, speak openly and plainly, without twisting the meaning of his words, and be completely straightforward in what he says and means.  His open honesty prevents his critics from being able to accuse him of being a DILOGOS or “double-talker,” which Paul mentioned in 1 Tim 3:8.
4.  “in conduct,”

a.  The second sphere in which Timothy (and all pastors) must set an example is in their general conduct in life.  For example, at the time of writing, the pastor-teacher could not go back to the Jewish Temple in Jerusalem and continue to offer animal sacrifices, nor go back to the pagan temple and pay for a cult prostitute.

b.  He could not be a hypocrite in his manner of life, like Peter was with the Gentile believers when the Jewish believers from Jerusalem came to Antioch and Peter refused to associate with his former Gentile friends.


c.  This does not mean that the pastor must be perfect.  He cannot be, just as we cannot be.  (Get over the fact that others sin and the fact that we sin.  God has provided a problem solving devise for sin.  Use it and keep moving forward in the spiritual life.  Stop worrying about the sins of others and dwelling on your own past sins and failures.  That is a distraction to our spiritual advance.)  The pastor cannot be perfect, but he must not be a hypocrite, teaching one thing from the word of God and living a lifestyle that contradicts the word of God.  That is hypocrisy and cannot be permitted in the pulpit.

d.  Hypocrisy in lifestyle opens the pastor up to all kinds of justified criticism from those negative to doctrine and his authority.


e.  Therefore, a pastor will never be able to establish and maintain his authority by teaching and commanding one thing and doing the exact opposite in his own life.

5.  “in virtue-love,”

a.  Another area in which Timothy is to set the example with his congregation is in the area of virtue-love.

b.  The pastor must set the example of unconditional personal love for God and unconditional virtuous love for all mankind.

c.  The pastor must bring his congregation to the point of reciprocal love for God.  He cannot do this unless he gets there himself.


d.  The pastor must also demonstrate the function of love in how he treats those who are negative and obnoxious in life.  He must treat others with honor, virtue, integrity, and respect regardless of how he is treated by them.


e.  Virtue-love is a problem solving device, which the pastor must teach and be able to apply himself in his personal dealings with others in life.


f.  It is very difficult for believers to respect the pastor who teaches ‘love one another’ and does not do so himself.  This goes back to the problem of double-speak (DILOGOS) and hypocrisy in his life.


g.  The pastor will set the example in word and conduct by the execution of the spiritual life through the integrity and honor of reciprocal love for God and unconditional love toward all.
6.  “in doctrine,”

a.  A fourth area in which the pastor sets the example is in his attitude toward the word of God or Bible doctrine.

b.  If Bible doctrine is not more important to him than anything else in life, how can he expect his congregation to respect his teaching of the word of God?  He cannot.

c.  If God has esteemed His word beyond His person, then the communicator of God’s Word can do no less.


d.  The pastor sets the example in the sphere of doctrine by his perseverance in studying and teaching the Word on a consistent basis.  By so doing, the congregation cannot accuse him of saying the word of God is important and then not having time for it himself.

e.  Without doctrine in the soul it is impossible to please God, because it is impossible to know what God wants us to think, say, and do.


f.  The pastor must be an example with regard to doctrine because there is no one else in the congregation that can do this for him.  No one can study for him and no one can teach for him.

7.  “in purity [of mind].”

a.  The final area in which the pastor must set the example for believers is in his mental attitude.

b.  His mental attitude must be free of mental attitude sins, such as: anger, hatred, bitterness, jealousy, envy, malice, fear, worry, and anxiety.


c.  Purity of the mind only comes from the constant and faithful use of the recovery procedure of the spiritual life (1 Jn 1:9), when necessary.


d.  Purity of mind demands doctrine in the soul, so that his thoughts are the thinking of Christ, 1 Cor 2:16.


e.  Purity of mind is described in:



(1)  2 Cor 10:5b, “in fact making captive every thought resulting in obedience to Christ.”



(2)  Jam 4:8, “Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.  Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded.”  The double-minded believer is the believer who wants to do the will of God and wants to follow the lust pattern of the sin nature.  He cannot and will not do both.  He must rebound to cleanse his hands and purify the doctrinal thinking part of his soul.


(3)  Phil 1:17 tells us that there are believers with impure and pure motivation or mental attitude sins in life, “the former category [reversionists] [are making Christ known] from the motivation of divisive self-promotion, not from pure motives, since they presume to activate mental distress with regard to my imprisonment.”



(4)  Paul repeats here what he previously mentioned to Timothy in this letter, 1 Tim 1:5, “But the goal of instruction is virtue-love from a pure heart and from a good conscience and from non-hypocritical doctrine.”


(5)  Paul will remind Timothy of this principle again in another letter, 2 Tim 2:22, “Now flee from youthful lusts and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart.”



(6)  Paul taught the same principle to Titus, Tit 1:15, “All things [are] pure to the pure.  But to those who are defiled and unbelievers, nothing [is] pure.  But both their thinking and conscience have been soiled with excrement.”


(7)  Jam 3:17, “But the wisdom from above [Bible doctrine] is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy.”


(8)  1 Jn 3:2b-3, “We know that if He should appear, we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is.  And everyone who keeps having this confidence in Him purifies himself, just as He [humanity of Christ] is pure.”  Again this shows that purity is a mental attitude.  Here it is a mental attitude of confidence in the promise of God of eternal life.


(9)  Paul summarizes this principle of mental attitude in one great passage in 2 Cor 6:4-10, “but in all things demonstrating ourselves as God’s servants by means of great patience (endurance, perseverance), in afflictions, in pressures, in difficulties, in beatings, in imprisonments, in riots, in physical labors, in sleepless nights, in situations of hunger, with purity, with knowledge, with forbearance (toward others), with kindness, with the Holy Spirit, with genuine love, with the message of truth, with the power of God; by means of the offensive and defensive weapons of righteousness, by means of our renown (the opinion of others of our good reputation) and shameful treatment (from others), by means of a bad reputation and a good reputation; alleged as ‘deceivers’ and yet [we are] the truthful ones, alleged as ‘ignorant ones’ and yet [we are] those receiving complete knowledge, alleged as ‘those in danger of death’ and yet behold we are alive, alleged as ‘those being disciplined’ and yet we are not being put to death, alleged as ‘the unhappy ones,’ but [we are] continually the happy ones, alleged as ‘poor beggars’, but we are making many rich, alleged as ‘having nothing’ and yet we possess all things.”
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